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COMMUNIST THREAT TO THE UNITED STATES 
THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN 


TUESDAY., MARCH 7, 1967 
U.S. Senate, 

Subcommittee To Investigate the 
Administration of the Internal Security Act 

and Other Internal Security Laws of the 

Committee on the Judiciary, 

W ashingtori) D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:20 a.m., in room 
1114, New Senate Office Building, Senator Thomas J. Dodd presiding. 

Present: Senators Dodd and Thurmond. 

Also present: J. G. Sourwine, chief counsel; Frank Schroeder, 
chief investigator; Benjamin Mandel, research director; and David 
Martin, investigations analyst. 

Senator Dodd. I call this hearing to order. 

This is the 16th in a series of hearings conducted by the Senate Sub- 
committee on Internal Security on “The Communist Threat to the 
United States Through the Caribbean.” 

The first hearing, which took place in July 1959, featured the testi- 
mony of Major Pedro Diaz-Lanz, former commander of Castro’s Air 
Force, who told the committee that Castro was a Communist and that 
his goal was the establishment of a Communist regime in Cuba. At 
the time, Major Diaz-Lanz’ testimony was rejected by a great many 
people. But, as events have demonstrated, this early testimony taken 
by the Senate Subcommittee in Internal Security was completely 
correct. 

The purpose of the hearing we are holding today is to examine, in 
all its various aspects, the current status of the Communist threat to 
the United States through the Caribbean. Among other things, we 
hope that the testimony given here will help us to understand whether 
this threat is tapering off or whether it has grown significantly. 

We also hope to learn whether the Soviet military presence in Cuba 
has diminished or increased since the missile crisis. 

The Honorable Emilio Nunez-Portuondo is a former Cuban Am- 
bassador to the U.N. and former chairman of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, who has recently returned from the OAS Conference in Buenos 
Aires, and will testify. 

Mr. Paul Bethel, a former Foreign Service officer who served in Cuba 
at the time of the Castro takeover and who later served as a political 
reporter on Cuba at the White House, will testify. Mr. Bethel has for 
several years been director of the Citizens Committee for a Free Cuba. 
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1090 COMMUNIST THREAT TO U.S. THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN 

We also have with us Mr. Antonio Apud, who was one of Che 
Guevara’s top assistants in the Ministry of Industries until very 
recently. 

We shall call our first witness. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Bethel. 

Senator Dodd. Paul Bethel, please. 

Hold your right hand up. . 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you give before this sub- 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Bethel. I do. 

Senator Dodd. Give your name and address to the reporter, please. 

TESTIMONY OP PAUL BETHEL, MIAMI, E LA. 

Mr. Bethel. Paul Bethel, 121 Southeast First Street, Miami, Fla. 
Mr. Sourwine. Where were you bom? 

Mr. Bethel. Churchill, Idaho. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are a native-born citizen of the United States, 
then. 

Are you married, sir? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. What has been your education? 

Mr. Bethel. I attended Columbia University and Stanford and re- 
ceivecl my B.A.. at Stanford, and my graduate work ; X have my M.A. 
from Stanford. 

Mr. Sourwine. You speak several languages? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I speak three, yes. _ 

Senator Dodd. Would you keep your voice up, please ? 

Mr. Sourwine. You speak English, Spanish, and Portuguese . 

Mr Bethel. No, I read Portuguese. I don’t speak Portuguese. 

Mr. Sourwine. What other language do you speak, besides English 

Mif ^Bethel. I did speak Japanese, I have been away from it for 

S °Mr. t SouRAViNE. You entered the Foreign Service of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State in August, 1949? 

Mr. Bethel. That’s correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. How old were you at the time . 

Mr. Bethel. Thirty. . . 

Mr. Sourwine. You served initially a year here m W ashmgton at 

Mr. Bethel. I did. I served in the Offic e of tlie_S_eiu^tary of State 

for 1 year in training. „ . ^ 0 

Mr. Sourwine. Then you were assigned to Germany $ 

JYXr Bethel I "was. 

Mr! Sourwine. You served there from 1950 to 1953 and were then 
assigned to J apan ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct . 1QK) , 9 

Mr. Sourwine. You served m Japan from 1953 to 1957 ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. . 

Mr. Sourwine. Among other assignments, you were vice consul at 
Nagoya and press officer at our Embassy in Tokyo ? 
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Mr. Bethel. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. Vnn wp.vp. nssigiififl to Cuba in 1958? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you remained there until 1961, when we broke 
our relations with Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. . . . , ~ , 0 

Mr. Sourwine. What was your position m our Embassy at Cuba s 

Mr. Bethel. I was press attache at the Embassy. 

Mr. Sourwine. At the time you went to Cuba, what was Fidel Cas- 
tro’s situation ? . „ . _ _ 

Mr. Bethel. Well, the Fidel Castro situation was fairly desperate. 
This was right after he tried to call a general strike in April and failed 
to do so. So for a period, his fortunes were certainly on the ebb. Amd 
then during the summer, of course, with increased terror in the cities, 
that led up eventually to the end. . . 

Mr. Sourwine. At the time you left in 1961, had his position mate- 
rially improved ? 

Mr. Bethel. It certainly had. He was in charge and so were the 
Russians. 

Mr. Sourwine. Since you left Cuba, have you continued to spec ial- 
i ze and to have a specialized intere st, i n Cuban and Latm-America n 
affairs! 

Mr. Bethel. Vga, sir, Thave. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are now e xecutive secretary of the Citize ns 
a-Freft rin hn. ? 

Mr. Bethel. T hat is_co rrect. . # . 

Mr. Sourwine. You are editor of its p ublication,,. Latin Americ an 
R eport ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. # . 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you also a writer for United — Features 

Syndica te? . 

Mr. Bethel. United Features Syndica te, the National Review , and 
the Reporter magazi ne, yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are not employed by those magazines, you are 
a freelance writer for them? 

Mr. Bethel, That is correct. . • 

Mr. Sourwine. You are the author of a book, “Cuba and the United 
States,” in Spanish, published in Madrid? 

Mr. Bethel. That is true. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are the author of a book, “Labor Under Cas- 
tro,” written in Portuguese and published by Ocrueizo of Rio de 
Janeiro? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. The chairman mentioned that you had at one time 
been political reporter to the White House on Cuban affairs. Would 
you tell us just a little more about that, please? 

]Vfr Bethel ~Yes. 

Wlipn T rnmA nnf. nf f!nhn. nt, t.hft break, on January 3 of 1961, I 
set up a pe ripheral reporting operation in Miami tor USlA specifi- 
cally, and other agencies" called upon pur offices there . After the Ba y 
of Pigs, I from the Forei gn Service and the n was taken on 

i mmediately as a reporter on Unban events to the Yv lute House . 




.... 
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a yearf 0TJRWINE ' y0U servecl in tliafc position for approximately 

Mr. Bethel. No, it wasn’t that long. I have forgotten how long 
it was. About 4 or 5 months, I belie ve. 

Mr. Sour wine. What were your duties in that job? 

A- . ; Bethel. M y duties were to research what was going on in Cuba 

IT and_to^ send tliose .reports to the WloNTT^-^n^r,,^. 

done da i ly, a daily report. I qinderstand tha t-_thav_ were u iiOSr 
bngjin gs for President Ken nedy on virtual ly a, dail y hngjg 
Mr. Sourwine. In ybilFpresent" position and as a result of your 
connection with the Citizens Committee for a Free Cuba and your 
specialized interest in Cuban and Latin-American affairs, do you 
have many sources of information about what goes on in Cuba and 
elsewhere m Latin America? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, we do. We have actually more information than 
we. can assinulfrte — - 

,, Sourwine. I did not mean the “you” to be plural, I mean 
the “you” to be singular. 

Po you as an ind i vidual h ave many sourees_of informati on 2 
Mr. Bethel. Xes, I do. 

Mx. SouRwiNETTTc an’t disassociate you from the po si tion von hol d 
witlLAQiir orga nization , b lit yoiT'are teYrfyiiig ns an lndund ual not 
as a representative o fthat organization. ~~ s “ 

MiTBethel. 1 imderetand."” 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Bethel, have you h ad occasion to interview 
m any of the.. refuge es from Cuba? — — 

Mr. Bethel. WeriTwer HiepasE 6 years— it has been almost fi wears 

now— literally thousands, yes7 

Mr. Sourwine. How many'thousands ? 

Me. Bethel. Well, that would be hard to say, actually. 

Senator Dodd. Approximately. 

Mr. Bethel. I would sav 2 .000 to 3,000. 

Mr. Sourwine. 2,000 to 3,OO0Tefugees? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you any particular interest in the gradual 
Russian takeover of Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel. Any particular interest ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I have a very specific interest, yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you, as a result of that interest, researched 
that question and attempted constantly to keep yourself abreast of the 
situation ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I have done nothing else for the past 6 years. 

. Mr. Sourwine. Will you give us in your own words your conclu- 
sions with respect to that situation as it has developed over the past 
6 years and as it stands today ? 

Mr. Bethel. I would be very happy to. I have a statement, if I 
may read it. 

Senator Dodd. If you have a statement, you may read it. Is it verv 
lengthy? How long is it? 

Mr. Bethel. It will probably take about 15 minutes. 

Senator Dodd. Go right ahead. 
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Mr. Bethel. For nearly 1 years now, we have engaged in intensive 
research on the Communist— more specifically the Russian— takeover 
of the strategically located island of Cuba and on the military, eco- 
nomic, and political effect on Latin America of the lodgment of the 
Soviet power in the Caribbean. . 

First and foremost, it must be concluded tliat the Russians took con- 
trol in Cuba for one reason; that is, for the sole, stated pui pose of 
worldwide subversion. The Russian-managed TriContmental Con- 
ference on subversion, which was held in Havana in January of 1966, 
had as its purpose the creation of a centralized organization to explode 
Vietnam-type wars, not only in Latin America but in Asia and Africa 
as well. That conference was the culmination of 5 years of Soviet 
military preparations 'which, No. 1, have established their own mili- 
tary and political control of Cuba and, No. 2, converted Cuba into a 
forward base of subversion against the free world. 

There is not much question that Moscow was the chief planner as 
well as the manager of that conference. Russia’s preparations for the 
1966 TriContinental Conference go back to 1964 and 1965, when Com- 
munist delegates converged on Havana from all over the world and 
there made plans culminating in the January 1966 TriContinental 
Conference 

Mi*. Sourwine. I might point out, Mr. Bethel, that this committee 
has published a study on the TriContinental Conference. Are you 
familiar with it? 
jy£r Bethel Yes I am. 

Mr. Sourwine. You might limit yourself in what you are giving us 
now to material that is new or different from that covered in the study, 

if you can. , , „ , 

Mr. Bethel. All right; I’ll take it, then, as a resume, really, of suc- 
cess, to a certain extent, of the TriContinental Conference in a period 
of 1 year. It is almost exactly a period of 1 year. < 

Military activities in Cuba have increased notably since the TriCon- 
tinental Conference of last yea,r. This is so because Havana now is 
the site of the organization which plans, directs, and supports world- 
wide guerrilla wars of subversion. It should be noted that Russia 
and Red China both fit cheek-by-jowl on the Central Policy Planning- 
Committee in Cuba. Armed Forces Minister Raul Castro provided 
some dimension as to what is going on in Cuba when, last May 23, he 
said : “Don’t be surprised when in the months ahead you see thousands 
of tons of new weapons on the highways of our country.” 

Soviet arms continued to pour into Cuba, the younger Castro said, 
“because Cuba will redouble its efforts to help all liberation movements 
on the three continents * * * We will hit them (the United States) 
where it hurts most — through the movements of national liberation.” 
His belligerent speech was endorsed by none other than the Russian 
Ambassador in Havana, Alexander I Alexeyev, who asserted that Rus- 
sia “believes in the firm solidarity of all the revolutionary liberation 
forces of the world.” . . 

Raul Castro said of our intelligence community, and I think this is 
quite important, “They don’t know the quality and quantity of 
weapons we now have,” adding the most arresting statement, “but we 
can assure them that with every passing month, we are being armed 
with weapons vastly superior to what we ever had before.” 
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Sir. Sourwine. Do you have reason to believe that this indictment 
of our intelligence community by Raul Castro is accurate? 

Mr. Bethel. I do not. I think the intelligence community is per- 
fectly aware of what is going on in Cuba. 

Sir. Sourwine. Do you think Raul Castro was wrong, then, when 
he said we don’t know the quality and quantity of the weapons he has ? 

Sir. Bethel. Well, you see that depends on your definition of what 
you know. I imagine that the intelligence community has certain re- 
quirements before they can make certain identification. Slow, if those 
requirements require them to have the serial number of the missile that 
is m Cuba or the dog tags of the Russian with his finger on the button, 
obviously, under those requirements, you come up with nothing. 

Mr. Sourwine. If you will pardon me, I assume that is sarcasm, sir? 

Mr. Bethel. It is. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a former Foreign Service officer, do you know 
there are no such intelligence requirements ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, there are certain requirements, I should say, that 
I think history is accurate on, that back in 1962, in attempting to 
identify the missiles, instead of coming up with logical construction, 
they were much too exacting in those requirements. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you attempting to make the point that our 
intelligence community may be overexacting in its requirements for 
what it would designate as firm or hard intelligence ? 

Mr. Bethel. I am not certain that the intelligence community lays 
down its own requirements. The intelligence community is, of course, 
at the disposition of the administration in power. # . 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, are you making the point that the administra- 
tion is too restrictive in its requirements respecting what it would con- 
sider firm intelligence? 

Mr. Bethel. I would say yes. 

Senator Dodd. I don’t know whether you are qualified to pass on 
all that. 1 would rather hear what you know than what you think 
about somebody else’s knowledge. 

Mr. Bethel. May I continue, then, with my statement? 

Senator Dodd. Yes. . 

Mr. Bethel. Castro also bragged, and I quote again, “Every month 
we complete dozens of military bases in Cuba.” 

Now, since 1960, the Russians have literally burrowed their way 
through the length and breadth of the island. They have carved out 
a mammonth command post in La Gobernadora hills of Pinar del Rio 
Province, and honeycombed it with hundreds of kilometers of tunnels, 
four of which are so large that they accommodate two-way truck 

traffic. t , . . T 

Mr. Sourwine. In this line of testimony you are beginning now 1 
take it now you are beginning a line of testimony ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you testifying from your own knowledge, from 
private intelligence, or from research, or perhaps from a combination 
of the three, or two of them ? . . 

Mr. Bethel. It is a combination of all. That is a summation of all 
of the reports that we have been getting out of Cuba over the past 
several years. 
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Mr. Souravine. Insofar as you can, would you distinguish between 
what you know from your own personal knowledge, what you know 
from private intelligence which you believe to be accurate, and what 
you know from research into public source material ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, now, what I am telling you now, here, is a com- 
bination. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, I understood that. I only say that insofar as 
you can, where you can distinguish and say this we know from in- 
telligence, this I saw, this is a matter of public record, would you 
try to divide it that way ? 

Mr. Bethel. All right, fine. 

In this instance, I think I have indicated what my sources are. 

I will have to go back here a bit. I Avas referring to the combina- 
tion of two-way truck traffic in the hills of a La Gobernadora. 

Now, connected as they are with cave complexes within the hills, 
these tunnels give the Russians the capability of moving heavy Aveap- 
ons, including possibly missiles, for distances up to 45 miles under- 
ground in many directions. 

Mr. Souravine. I have a question at that point. 

Have you seen any charts or maps of these underground tunnels? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Souravine. Do you know anything about the extent of the 
twistings and turnings, the sharpness of the corners, for instance, the 
width and height of the tunnels ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, in some instances, we know that they meas- 
ure 20 by 20 feet — yes, 20 by 20 feet. Los Portales and another area 
are about 75 by 50 feet. 

Mr. Souravine. The tunnels you are talking about, are they square, 
20 by 20 ? 

Mr. Bethel. I’m talking about clearance in that sense. Obviously, 
they are not all square like this (indicating), because in many in- 
stances, they use caA^es as an entrance through which to go. 

Mr. Souravine. TAventy at the Avidest part then ; in other words, they 
are roughly circular? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Souravine. Are there any sharp turns or corners in these? 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. 

Mr. Souraatne. I don’t mean to overstress the point, but it is of 
some importance what can be carried over these 45 miles that you’re 
talking about. If there are sharp corners in a narrow tunnel, you can 
only get small things around the sharp corners. 

Mr. Bethel. Mr. SourAvine, that all depends. If you have two in- 
terconnecting tunnels like that, obviously, there is a sharp turn if 
you are going to turn right. 

Mr. Souravine. There are such interconnections ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, there are. 

Mr. Souravine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Now, to continue, the tunnels of La Gobernadora con- 
nect the Russian command post to the El Rosario Mountains, which 
contain some of Cuba’s largest caA r es which, together Avith interconnect- 
ing tunnels, all with 4 feet of reinforced concrete on the cealings, pro- 
vide the Russians Avith underground transit to the southern foothills 
of the mountain range. 
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Mr. Sourwine. How far is it from La Gobernadora to the El 
Rosario Mountains? 

S u 0U i hern extreme of La Gobernadora Moun- 
tains, it is 5 to 10 miles before you enter the foothills of El Rosario 
Mr. bouRwiNE. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. It is significant that San Cristobal, one of the missile 
sites observed at the time of the missile crisis, is located near the exit 
of one of those tunnels, and the entrance to the vast Los Portales caves, 
widened and connected by tunnels, is located in those same foothills, 
located near the exit of one of these tunnels, and the entrance to the vast 
Los Portales caves, widened and connected by tunnels, is located in the 
same foothills to the west of San Cristobal. These caves were cordoned 

t°ndn a v a Tn' ry ZOne 1 m , 19 1 6 ! anc \ the y sfci] l remain a military zone 
today. They aie now linked to underground tunnels to a surf ace- to- 
sur missile base which has been sighted and admitted publicly by our 
intelligence people at San Andres. It has become common for the 
Russians and the Cubans to protect their most important underground 
installations by building schools, hospitals, and even small villages 
above them. These telltale signs are present at the small village of 
ban Andres, where schools were built, allegedly to house 2,000 children, 
wa-y back in the mountains which has a population of only 5,290 
iW .the tl a element to this particular Russian complex in Pinar 
clel Kio is located at Meseta de Anafe. 

naclora S ? OIIRWINE ' Y ° U 8X6 talking about tlie installations at La Gober- 

Mr. Bethel. Which is in Pinar del Rio. 

Mr. Sourwine. And El Rosario ? 

Mr. Bethel. Which is also in Pinar del Rio. All of these are. 

G eme . nfc , said, is at Meseta de Anafe. Under com- 
mand of the Russians, Meseta de Anafe contains electrical guidance 
systems for armaments, presumed to be guided missiles, based under- 
ground in the caves and hills of Pinar del Rio Province. 

Mr. Sourwine. So that one can read this without a map, where on 
the island of Cuba is Pinar del Rio? Tell us. If you point it out 
on the map it will not show on the record. 

Mr. Bethel. It is the westernmost Province of Cuba, across from 
the Yucatan Channel. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Something very interesting is that the Soviets are 
creating sea-and-air attack squadrons operating out of Pinar del Rio 
Province and also the Isle of Pines, a 40-mile-square island located 
r fcb ,°f the main island of Cuba. Missile-launching ships, newer 
than those at Onente Province, which launch Komar guided missiles 
are operating from Pinar del Rio Province. 

Mr ; Sourwine. I am unable to tell whether they have a new type 
o± ship to launch the Komar missiles, or have a new kind of ship to 
launch some other kind of missile. 1 

Mr. Bethel. This is apparent^ not the ship that is used to launch 
tile Komar missiles. 

Mr. Sourwine. I understood that. Are you sajdng that this ship 
launches some other kind of missile ? 1 

Mr. Bethel. It does. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Do you know anything about that missile? 

Mr. Bethel. It has been sighted in practice. Apparently, they are 
surface to air and surface to surface in the sense that they shoot out 
over the ocean. 

Mr. Sour wine. They are a defensive missile, primarily? 

Mr. Bethel. I suppose that would be so. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know anything about the range of that 
missile ? 

Mr. Bethel. No, we do not. I would assume they would be com- 
parable to what the others are, the Komar. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know what the range of the Komar missile 
is? 

Mr. Bethel. I think the range is less than 5 or 6 miles, a very 
short range. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. However, they operate under the protective cover of 
helicopters, Mig aircraft, and usually maneuver in conjunction with 
elements of Castro’s so-called fishing fleet of Lambda craft. The 
Lambdas provide the principal means by which Latin American guer- 
rilla fighters are transported back to their countries following training 
in Cuba. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is a Lambda craft ? 

Mr. Bethel. It is a boat made in Cuba. They have the Lambda 75, 
meaning they are 75 feet long. They are wooden craft, designed orig- 
inally for fishing purposes, but they have been certainly used to in- 
filtrate guerrillas into Latin America — arms, munitions, and so on. 

Now, I talked to one of the designers of the Lambda and find that 
the refrigerator compartments on the Lambdas, which were not used 
in most instances, have been enlarged to a depth of 25 feet and a width 
of 15 feet to provide more space for guerrillas, food, arms, ammuni- 
tion, and so on. They carry, as well, sophisticated electrical gear, 
which is totally unrelated to fishing. One of those, I believe, was 
picked up near Key West a couple of years ago, and this was sub- 
stantiated by our Customs or Immigration people at that time. 

Now, then, there is the matter of larger vessels which comprise the 
so-called Cuban-Russian high seas fleet, fishing fleet. Russians com- 
mand many of these vessels and Russian crews are integrated with 
Cubans. 

Mr. Sourwine. I hope you don’t mind there interruptions, but I’m 
trying to keep the record clear for one who may read and not hear it. 
When you say the so-called Cuban-Russian high seas fleet, so-called 
by whom ? 

Is this internationally known by that? Do the Cubans call it that? 

Mr. Bethel. I think it has been generally recognized that this fleet 
has been used principally for spying purposes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do the Cubans admit this ? 

Mr. Bethel. Which Cubans? 

Mr. Sourwine. Does the Cuban Government admit it? 

Mr. Bethel. I would assume not. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Now, one of these ships on January 24, the Baxamoa , 
put into the Colombian port of Santa Maria seeking hospitalization for 
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a man who turned out to be a Russian crewmember, by the name of 
Leonti Kurilovich, who had been badly burned in an explosion. Co- 
lombian immigration authorities found that of the 38 men aboard, 10 
were Russians, including the captain. Two other Cuban ships, the 
Manyuam and Biajaiba , identified as being captained, respectively, by 
Russians Ivan Kzainiukov and Sergei Karakanov. It is little wonder, 
^j ier b elements of this fleet have been found lurking offshore from 
the Congo, Ghana, Senegal, and other areas of the world before, dur- 
mg, and after outbreaks of guerrilla war and other disturbances. 

Mr. Sourwine. You mean these Cuban fishing vessels with the Rus- 
sian captains and crewmen are operating off the shores of Ghana and 
the Congo? 

Mr. Bethel. They certainly did, have, and will, probably. They 
have been identified ’ J 

Mr. Sour wine. Where are the shores of the Congo? I am having 
a little difficulty picturing it. 

Mr. Bethel. Well the shores of the Congo would be, presumably, 
onshore from the mouth of the Congo River, would they not 2 
Mr. Sour wine. That is West Africa ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. That is a long way from Cuba. 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, it is, a very long way. 

As a matter of fact, they just recently completed a trip without re- 
fueling or anything, all the way from Cuba down to the Falklands off 
Argentina and back again. 

Mr. Sourwine. What kind of power does the vessel use ? 

Mr. Bethel. I haven’t the slightest idea. I don’t know. These are 
the large ships. I presume they would be diesel engines, such as the 
& terra Maestra , which is one of the vessels that I know about. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Wow, the main Russian base — we have completed dis- 
cussing the Russian base in Pinar del Rio Province. The main Rus- 
sian base for Havana and Central Cuba is located at Managua on the 
outskirts, the southern outskirts of the Cuban capital, which the Rus- 
sians have ringed with bases. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is to be distinguished from Managua Nica- 
ragua? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I’m sorry. 

Mr. Sourwine. This is actually a residental area of Havana ? 

THEL - Yes, sir, on the outskirts, but there has been a base 
there before, a Cuban base. In relation to Havana, these bases are 
located at El Sitio and El Chico, 12 miles south of the road to Santiago 
de las Vegas; El Calvario, 4 miles southeast; Wajay, 14 miles due 
south, El Cano and Arroyo Arenas, respectively 6 and 14 miles 
southwest. 

. Like the Soviet bases at Pinar del Rio, all of these I have men- 
tioned connect with Russian headquarters — in this case Managua — 
through a system of tunnels. The hills south of Havana are honey- 
combed with tunnels in which huge amounts of gasoline, food, water, 
arms, and ammunition are stored. 

. Another underground storage dump at Guatao is so sophisticated 
m its equipment as to be supplied with large elevators capable of 
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handling several tons of material at once. These dumps, together 
with others at the Esenada de Diguanea on the 40-mile square Isle 
of Pines, contains vast amounts of supplies which are then shipped 
to Cuban-trained guerrillas when they return to their homelands to 
carry on what Raul Castro calls the wars of national liberation. 

Then we have the Cura caves, built up and widened with rein- 
forced concrete. Considerable work has gone into camouflaging en- 
trances which the Russians have bored in to the sides of those caves 
laterally. One such entrance is a house, a “dummy” house, really, 
built up against the cliffs, and a two-car garage attached to it, which 
is also a “dummy,” adjoins this house, with a hard-surfaced road lead- 
ing to it through which trucks pass and enter the caves beyond. 

Sir. Souravine. Along the line of identification of what we have 
been talking about, is this a matter that has come to you through 
private intelligence? Or did you obtain this from the questioning 
of refugees, or can you otherwise identify the source of this in- 
formation ? 

Mr. Betiiel. This is almost entirely based on refugee accounts. I 
would say that, on this particular story alone, we must have 25 to 
30 eyewitness accounts to this, including truckclrivers who worked on 
this project. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Carrying concrete in. 

The Provinces of Camaguey, Las Villas, and Oriente all have been 
equipped with underground bases along the lines of those constructed 
in Pinar del Rio and Havana. 

The Cuantriocentias Rozas caves at Banes have been enlarged, and 
tons of reinforced concrete poured into them. Some portions of these 
enormous caves have been sectioned off and equipped with dehu- 
midifying equipment, where war materials of unknown nomenclature 
are stored. Other sectioned-off portions are refrigerated. 

The entire area is cordoned off as a military zone. For 9 months, 
and this is about 2 years ago, some 5,000 Russian troops worked in 
this area and along the coast just north of Nipe Bay, Cuba’s deepest 
harbor, on secret military construction. 

Mr. Souravine. If I may revert, you talked about portions of the 
caves being refrigerated. These Avere the caA^es in Banes, in Oriente 
Province, if I understood you correctly? 

Mr. Bethel. They are in Oriente Province, yes. 

Mr. Souravine. Do you know how large a portion of the caves is 
refrigerated? Is it just a little corner, like a pantry for food? 

Mr. Bethel. This is not lmoAvn. We have talked to the people who 
have Avorked on them. The way the Russians do their underground 
work is this : They will bring in hundreds and hundreds of Cubans 
to do the menial work, the first part of the work, and so on. Then 
later on, when they get into areas which obviously are going to be 
secret, they do not want the Cubans to be knoAvledgeable about them. 
They then take over themselves and everything is placed under strict 
military, Russian, control. 

Now, in the .sense of the cordoning off, or rather, the sectioning off 
of these caves in that particular case, Cubans Avere used to do so up 
to a certain point. They have identified the dehumidifying equipment 
that went in, the refrigerator equipment 
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, lfc ' vh ‘l t you would use to cool a pantry, or is ft 
w i would use to keep missile propellant * 1 y 

I mew t™'d tons are " ,Ij ’ “ ^ en ° nn0US equipment. 

Mr. Sourwixe. How about the refrigeration* 

Mr. Bethel. Equally so. 

Mr. Sourwixe. Then they were not just keeping food* 

Mr. Bethel Apparently not. The assumption 1s-we know-I 

SSit y g L™k«% S „St‘S bU ' ’™ k '' 0 "' ““ C ' ,b “ d “ s 

Mr. Sourwixe. Why can’t we go into it now * 

Mr. Beuhel. Because I don’t have the specific facts with me T 
]ust recently received this, and I wasn’t able to incmporate it in this 
testimony, but I would be very glad to send it to you. 

Mr. Sourwixe. All right, go ahead. 

„ ° u THriR v ° ND (P residin g). We can set another meeting later 
and oave these witnesses up on that point. b 

ha^be^rShte^ and'trT u™ ° f Ni - pe Soviet submarines 
nave Deen sighted and the Cuban magazine, Bohemia has rlassifWl 

toHrs” P f eSenC fi ruf/o 1, tlle defense in what it termed “pirate at- 
tacks from the United States. Exactly how a submarine would be 

know. 8 " 6 111 tlmt U1StanCe ’ in defendin S against pirate attacks, I don’t 

tlemf 3 mil SUb " ,arineS “«>'«• Do you 
Mr. Bethel. They have been sighted by dozens of people. 

Ir. Sourwinu This is a matter of public knowledge * P 
Mr. Bethel. Yes, it is. It has been published. 

Mr Sourwixe. And l the explanation published in Bohemia whether 

is at least an admission ° f the i 

BET,,EL - Plus th6 fact th «y published pictures of 
“li SoumviNE. It is on official admission, isn't it, in the sense that 

th M B B‘SZ. m SStr * ‘"a Cuba; 

Mr. Sourwixe. Go ahead. 
brMes^ 

S 0 M,. s™ nd are p s ! ,med t0 be ’ “ d 

Mr. Sourwixe. Pardon me on that point. J 

Have you seen any of these systems ? 

Mr. Bethel. Have I seen what ? 

*££ES2Si£2? y °“ S “" “ y 01 th8Se What yo " “■> elec- 

them!' BETHEL - YeS) 1 have seen Photographs from Cuba identifying 

J£- r.?y!] W . IN xV D k° ^7 Imow wh f fc guidance systems look like* 
agent. B N ’ b they Were ldentified for me by an intelligence 

"Mr. Sourwixe. Who identified them as guidance systems ? 
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Mr. Bethel. An intelligence agent. 

Mr. Sourwine. For what government ? 

Mr. Bethel. For ours. 

Mr. Sourwine. A person competent to make this identification? 

Mr. Bethel. A colonel in the Army ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Now, to continue, one of the most interesting facets, 
or a very interesting facet of what is going on is underground hospitals 
and military storage dumps are located near the central Cuban cities 
of Camaguey and Las Villas. The Camaguey installation is carefully 
camouflaged by a state-run chicken farm above it, and then around 
it, it has eucalyptus trees which cast long, irregular shadows. When 
you consider the number of eucalyptus trees that have been planted 
in Cuba, the place must look like an asparagus patch. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is this a f ast-growdng tree, the eucalyptus ? 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. One of the big things — they have a 
prison camp at Guanabacoa. Virtually all of the time of the in- 
mates — this is taken from one of the official announcements — is spent 
running Cuba planting eucalyptus trees. I understand this is so be- 
cause the eucalyptus tree is a very valuable tree in terms of camouflage. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did I understand you to say that under a state-run 
chicken farm at Camaguey are not only complete hospitals, but mili- 
tary storage dumps ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, but they are not exactly together. 

Mr. Sourwine. I was wondering why they would put hospitals and 
military storage dumps close together. That sounds a little like dan- 
gerous proximity. 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, it is. This would be the construction. I see what 
you mean. 

On Camaguey, you have this airport. On one side of the airport, 
you have the underground hospital. On the other side of the hospital 
and the surrounding areas, you have the storage dumps. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where is the chicken farm ? 

Mr. Bethel. Over the hospital. 

Mr. Sourwine. Over the hospital itself? Another case of “nobody 
here but us chickens” ? 

Mr. Bethel. Each of Cuba’s six provinces has subterranean hungars 
in which military aircraft, including Mig-21’s, are stored. They"can 
be adapted to carry bomb loads and can" be used to reach the United 
States and many countries in Central America and the Caribbean. 
The San Julian Airbase in Pinar del Rio Province has two subter- 
ranean hangars with four carefully camouflaged ramps leading from 
them. The military airbase at San Antonio cle los Banos in Havana 
Province contains several underground hangars with ramps which 
permit Mig-21 aircraft to pop into the air, seemingly from out of 
nowhere. 

Again, we have this tremendous burrowing and tunneling. This 
base is connected with the underground Army base at Managua. 

Mr. Sourwine. How far away is Managua from San Antonio de 
los Banos? 

Mr. Bethel. Somewhere around 20 miles. 

Mr. Sourwine. Quite a tunnel. 
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air. Bethel. We have one report of a tunnel that goes from Mariel, 
which is located about 40 miles— 30 to 35 miles, west of Havana— all 
the way to Managua, which would be about 60 miles. 

Mr. Sourwine. This is a tunnel 20 by 20 feet minimum ? 
air. Bethel. No, this is not that large. But they have literally 
burrowed throughout that country, 
air. Sourwine. That is longer than the channel tunnel would be. 
Mr. Bethel. But you see, it is facilitated in Cuba because Cuba is 
almost hollow, really. It has some of the largest cave complexes in 
the world. 

For example, there is an underground lake in some of those caves 
that is around 3 miles long. The size and variety of Cuba’s caves is 
]ust amazing. And I think we have to keep that in mind when we 
talk about the tunneling that has been going on. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead, sir. 

Mr. Bethel. Now, the airbase at Santa Clara in Los Villas Prov- 
ince and that neai the city of Camaguey in Camaguey Province were 
among the first to be equipped with underground hangars, reportedly, 
of enormous dimensions. Reports of the underground military air 
base m Camaguey first, came to light in December 1961, with reports 
of the Santa Clara base following, I think in January or February. 
They had built underground hangars over a year in advance of the 
missile crisis. 

The Russian command post for Oriente Province, ivhich is the 
easternmost and most mountainous province, is located in the under- 
ground military airbase at Holguin. Near this base are Los Haticos 
del Purial, the site of Russian excavations which commenced in Feb- 
maiy 1962 and continue up to this day. Tunnels measuring — ao-ain 
we have this 20- by 20-foot measurement — honeycomb these hills and 
connect with the Holguin base and with Mayari Arriba. That is 
again a site of another Russian base. 

Mr. Sourwine. How far is that ? 

Mr. Bethel. Mayari Arriba ? 

Mr. Sourwine. How far is it from the Los Haticos del Purial 
Mountains to Mayari Arriba ? 

Mi • Bethel. X don t have the figures on that one. It would be easv 
to find that on the map. J 

Incidentally, that was taken, this particular piece of information 
was taken from Revolucion — I mean from Granma, the official news- 
paper. 

From time to time, they reveal something of what they are doin°* 
without really letting you know. 

C Sourwine. Granma is, as you said, an official newspaper of 
Mr. Bethel. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is everything it prints reliable ? 

Mr. Bethel. Of course not. 

Mr. Sourwine. Doesn’t it sometimes print propaganda which is 
highly unreliable? 

Mr. Bethel. Of course. 

Mr. Sourwine. Then why do you take it as an authority on what 
caves or tunnels have been created ? 
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Mr. Bethel. I am referring specifically to an article that came out, 
1 think about 3 weeks ago, with pictures in this area. And of course, 
they dress this up in the peaceful mantle of building new roads, or 
something of that type, but the fact remains that there is no traffic 
in Cuba. There are just no automobiles. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are any of the things you’re telling us, do they 
depend entirely on what is reported in Granma, or is the information 
also confirmed through your conferences with or talks with Cuban 
refugees who have been on the grounds ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, actually, I mention Granma only because they 
had a picture of it. Obviously, we wouldn’t depend on Granma for 
our official information. 

Mr. Sourwine. I thought this might be the case. I’m not trying to 
accuse you of being careless, but I want the record to show that you 
are not depending wholly on Granma, if that is the case. 

Mr. Bethel. In virtually all the cases dealing with tunneling, we 
have dealt with Cuban sources entirely, including workmen who have 
defected, engineers who have defected, and so on, and not, certainly, 
on Granma alone. 

Now, throughout Cuba, Russian tanks, antiaircraft batteries, long- 
range artillery, armored personnel carriers, and every conceivable 
type of conventional weapon are employed tactically or are in motor 
pools ready for deployment. Included among this armament are 
hundreds of amphibious trucks and personnel carriers, known by the 
Cuban name of sapitos. These are the amphibian ducks. “Sapitos” 
means little frogs. 

The Russians are just now completing 5 years’ work at what must 
be stupendous cost on completely equipping Cuba with a radar system. 
This system scans the Straights of Floricla, the Windward Passage, 
the Yucatan Channel, a good part of the Bahamas, and it is suspected 
perhaps a portion of Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and J amaica. 

In line with an announced policy of spreading terror and subver- 
sion in Latin America, Cuba has just been fitted with a 150-kilowatt 
television antenna, built by a Czech engineer named Bravask. This 
station is three times as powerful as any single radio station operating 
in the United States, and is obviously designed for external propa- 
ganda broadcasts. 

Mr. Sourwine. The largest commercial station in the United States 
is 50 kilowatts, you say ? 

Mr. Bethel. 50,000 watts. Cuba still has 134 former commercial 
stations which are now run as a state-controlled chain. Now, what 
makes the 150,000-watt station even more important is its location — 
San German, in Oriente Province. That is the easternmost province. 
The site gives it added potency to blanket the entire Caribbean and the 
Antilles. 

Operating on 600 kilocycles, San German can easily blot out a total 
of 71 U.S. stations. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the significance of those stations? Are 
those stations operating on 

Mr. Bethel. In the 600-kilocycle band, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, now, our band spread runs from 550 to 1,650, 
doesn’t it? 






68-903— 67— pt. 16- 


• ' . ■ . § 




- 




sU;vvv'‘\ 


.'V A •Vri'V'V'VoV' V' •• v, v.-. . . 

: V ; V*Vv ‘V.-'-V • • 

s •. •• v • V • > 1 '*, 1 ‘VO : .V' -V ',*• •. '* '• 

■ \ ■ ■ ■■ • ' > ^ 'V- ■ • 


v ' v ! ^ a * ^ ^ - 

■ 


1104 COMMUNIST THREAT TO U.S. THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN 


Mr. Bethel. I think so, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. We have 71 stations on 600 ? 

Mr. Bethel. I beg your pardon, I’m wrong. There are 40 some odd 
stations directly affected, and the balance, because of the band spread, 
can very easily be affected. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is still a relatively small proportion of the total 
U.S. stations, isn’t it ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, that is true. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is there anything particularly significant about the 
600-kilocycle operation ? 

. M r - Bethel. Well, I think that it is significant that they are operat- 
ing on the 600 kilocycles, because it is apparently pirating this, out of 
line with international agreements. I believe that our Federal Com- 
munications Commission is concerned about it and has made some 
announcements concerning this. I don’t have the notes on it. 

Mr. Sourwine. You spoke of blotting out 71 U.S. stations. Is 
there anythmg significant about the 71 stations blotted out? 

Mr. Bethel. You mean strategically? 

Mr. Sourwine. In any way. Are they in any particular area of the 
country, or scattered across? 

Mr. Bethel. No, they are not in any particular area. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, the 600-kilocycle frequency will 
include stations all the way across the country, won’t they ? 

Mr. Bethel. That’s correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. A station on 600 kilocycles in Seattle, Wash., or 
Spokane, if there is one — I’m sure there must be a station or stations 
on that frequency somewhere in the Pacific Northwest — isn’t goinv to 
be affected by anything in Cuba, even 150,000 watts. 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I think that more important than that is the 
tremendous potency of this station for propaganda purposes. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, but I’m trying to get down to your men- 
tion of 71 U.S. stations. That 71 is just a statistic, isn’t it? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, it is a statistic 

Mr. Sourwine. Some of our stations are going to be affected, but 
some of them are not. In their own service areas, how many of 
them are going to have serious trouble as a result of the operation of 
the Cuba station ? 

Mr. Bethel. I think some 47 are going to have serious trouble, 
definitely ’ 

Mr. Soij ravine. On the other hand, there is nothing to keep that 
Cuba station on 600, is there ? They could operate it on 780 or 900 or 
1,200, by a very simple adjustment? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, they could, I assume. 

Mr. Sourwine. So they are in a position to interfere with any sta- 
tion m our territory which is in proximity to the east coast or the oulf 
coast ; would that be correct ? 

Mr. Bethel. I think that is adequate ; yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. But this is only the beginning. 

Russia has plans to put in six such stations in Cuba. 

Mr. Sourwine. Russia has? 

Mi. Bethel. Yes; well, certainly. I don’t know where else the 
money would come from. 
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Mr. Sour wine. Is this first station a Russian station or a Cuban 
station ? 

Mr. Bethel. How do you determine ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I don’t know. I’m asking you if you know. 

Mr. Bethel. Well, let’s put it this way, that, obviously, it is con- 
nected to Russia’s international designs, or otherwise, it wouldn’t be 
there. I mean Cuba is controlled by Russia. 

Mr. Sourwine. It is all Russian equipment ? 

Mr. Bethel. It is mostly East German and Czech equipment. In 
other words, Soviet bloc; yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it being operated by Russians or Cubans ? 

Mr. Bethel. It is being operated by Czech technicians at the pres- 
ent time. I assume that they’ll train Cubans. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is this station used for broadcasting to the United 
States in English ? 

Mr. Bethel. Not as yet, but I think we can assume that it will, be- 
cause they are broadcasting now in Havana. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is the only one you know ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the power of that station? 

Mr. Bethel. Radio Havana ? That is a shortwave station that o-oes 
down into Latin America. I don’t know what it is. But I know that 
people in Central America testified they can hear people on Radio 
Havana much more clearly than on their local stations. It is connect- 
ed as well — well, I’ll go into the later. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is Radio Havana a shortwave station ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes; it is. I think that is accurate. 

Yes, it is shortwave. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. In this connection, it may be useful to recall the 
growing disturbances, speaking of Communist propaganda, on the 
campuses of U.S. universities. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, you have just said the station doesn’t broad- 
cast any propaganda. 

Mr. Bethel. It hasn’t started yet, but it will. 

Mr. Sourwine. If it hasn’t broadcast any propaganda yet what 
connection can it have with growing disturbances on the campuses of 
U.S. universities ? ^ 

I’m not trying to give you a hard time, Mr. Bethel, I’m just tryino- 
to make it clear on the record what it is you’re telling us 

Mr. Bethel. No. 1, the station is 150,000 watts, which has absolute- 
ly no relationship to the immediate needs of Cuba or the Cuban peo- 
ple, No. 1. 1 

No. 2, it was put in, obviously, with Soviet-bloc money, technicians 
and so on. ’ 

No. 3, it is a Communist-propaganda outlet of great potency and it 
is the first of sis 150, 000- watt stations. Now, they will be broadcast- 
ing, I’m certain, a heck of a lot of Communist propaganda throuo-hout 
the Caribbean. In view of the fact, that this is to increase their prop 
aganda output, I assume they will increase the propaganda output to 
this country as well. I think this is logical to assume so. 

Mr. Sourwine. I have thought that maybe, in response to my lead 
ing questions, you would have some testimony about the fact that 
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there have been propaganda broadcasts to the United States over t 
Radio Havana. v 

Mr. Bethel. There have. | 

Mr Sourwine. Which have affected both racial disorders and stu- 1; 
dent disorders in the United States and have been designed to do so. I 
11. Betoel. That is not Radio Havana. They have turned up the l‘ 
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power ot CMQ and broadcast on standard wave into this country 
Mr. Sourwine. That has also been done ? 

,® E ?J HEL ' Yes; it has been done, inciting the Negroes to burn 
•Charley, and go out and burn buildings and create riots in the 
streets, and so on. I think that— well, in fact, I know that this is 
perfectly a matter of record, that this lias happened. 

, i ^f r ' Sourwine. And it is with this background that you assume 
that this new station and the five others which you say will follow 
it in construction will be used for propaganda broadcasts to the United 
otates as well as to Latin American countries? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; I do. I think the precedent has been established, 
as well as virtually all the propaganda broadcasts in English to this 
country have been to create disturbances among the Negroes and play 
upon the present problems we’re having in this country 
I would like to say in this connection that Black Power Advocate 
ofoke ly Carmichael of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com- 
mittee— SNCC— has made two trips to Puerto Rico in the last 40 
days His trips, sponsored by the Castroite Pro-Independence Move- 
ment, and the Pro-Independence Student Federation, resulted in a 
protocol of cooperation. This is involved with the fight which Car- 
michael vows to fight against imperialism, and I doubt that his enemy 
would be Russian imperialism. 

Sourwine. What did you say about the sponsorship of his trip ? 
Mr.. Bethel. His trip to Puerto Rico was sponsored by these two 

0r -?i ai ^i Za ^?? S 1 ^ ment ioned, both of whom are Communist and allied 
with the Fidel Castro regime. 

tions? ^ 0UKWINE ’ The y are bofc h government-controlled organiza- 

Mr. Bethel. Government by whom? They are located in Puerto 
Rico ? 

Mr- Sourwine. I asked, are they both controlled by the Cuban gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. Bethel. They are funded by the Cuban government, funded 
and controlled in just about every sense. 

For example, following the Tri-Continental Conference in Havana 
last year, the Pro-Independence Movement in Puerto Rico opened in 
Havana what it called a “Free Puerto Rican Embassy.” They are 
operating there, as they say, as a free Puerto Rico Embassy. The 
connection is too great to be ignored. 

Now as for the FUPI, the student organization, they are a member 
or Castro s CLAE, which is the Latin American continental organiza- 
tion of students which controls seven Communist student organiza- 
tions in certain Latin American countries and, as a matter of fact, is 
one of the principal means by which subversion and terror are bein°- 
developed m Latin America, through students there, and I think they 
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plan as well, through Stokely Carmichael, to do the same darned 
thing on campuses in this country. 

I call your attention to the fact that the writer Ralph McGill has 
publicly written that Carmichael and his group are getting money 
directly from Havana. I think this is accurate, but I couldn’t 
prove it. 

Now, to return briefly to the Russian forward military base of 
Cuba, this report could be expanded for 20 pages or more and barely 
touch on the war preparations which are underway there, such as the 
camouflaged airport in the tunnels of Yumuri Valley, the Soviet base 
at Diego Perez Key, and many other important items of intelligence. 
Suffice it to say that Russians control absolutely Cuba’s three field 
armies, its 43 or more training camps turning out 10,000 or more 
trained guerrillas each year, its Ministry of the Interior, together with 
all of its apparatus of internal terror and control. It does so, in the 
words of Soviet Delegate Sharaf R. Rashidov, who headed the 40- 
man Russian delegation to the TriContinental Conference, because: 
“Our purpose is the formation of a united front against the common 
enemy.” He defined that common enemy as, in his words, “Inter- 
national imperialism headed by the United States,” adding: “The 
Soviet Union is responding to movements of national liberation.” 

Mr. Sourwine. A movement of national liberation has a particu- 
lar meaning. That phrase has a particular meaning in the Soviet 
lexicon, d,oes it not? 

Mr. Bethel. I’m sorry? 

Mr. Sourwine. The phrase “movement of national liberation” has 
a particular meaning in the Soviet lexicon, does it not? 

Mr Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. What does it mean? 

Mr. Bethel. Movements of national liberation are in fact guerrilla 
wars carried out in the terrain of the free world. We have a perfect 
example in Vietnam. 

Mr. Sourwine. They are pro-Communist operations, aren’t they? 

Mr. Bethel. Now, following a very famous speech by Nikita 
Khrushchev in 1962, in which he came out pretty solidly for the wars 
of national liberation — he made two speeches, one in January 1961 
and another one in 1962, related to this particular field. What has 
developed out of this is that they are taking over countries in a two- 
stage operation. Here is where Fidel Castro has been very impor- 
tant to them. Here is a nationalist figure, so-called. Then they 
move in on the fellow, they give him the help, and so on, and then they 
take over in a two-step operation. Names like Fidel Castro and 
Pedro Medina have a lot more appeal to the local people than any sort 
of dry, crackling, Communist functionary that would be propped up 
there. 

Mr. Sourwine. But this is not a new development. Isn’t this the 
basic principle Marx-Leninism with regard to the spread of com- 
munism? First you have your national revolution, then you have 
your Communist revolution ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I think that in this case, the wars of national 
liberation — certainly you are right, they are based on that. But as I 
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intellectual author of this is a Syrian by the name 
of Sharif Bagdash. J 

Mr. Sourwine. But a war of national liberation in the Soviet lexi- 
con must be one from which the Soviets can expect to profit * other- 
wise, they would not accord it that accolade. 

Mr. Bethel. Of course. 

. Mr - Sourwine.. A war of national liberation may not be the na- 
tiomil revolution in the eye of the Marxist doctrine, but it must be one 
which is pro-Communist, or sufficiently sympathetic to the Commu- 
nists that they will profit by it. It is, in a sense, a war against what 
we would consider the non-Communist or anti-Communist world 
powers. 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr, Sotjrwine. I also would give it another name. 

Mr. Bethel. Well, I would like to mention in this connection 

Mr. Sotjrwine. They would call it a counterrevolution, in all prob- 
ability. 1 

Mr. Bethel. Well, they call it counterrevolutionary, they call it — 
well, actually, now, they are using the phrases from Vietnam in Latin 
America now. That is why Vietnam is so terribly important that we 
wm there This was stated categorically by Nguyen Van Tuyen, who 
was the Hanoi delegate to the TriContinental Conference in 1966. He 
came out and said, look, we need support from everybody to win this 
war in Vietnam, to sell the idea that it is indeed a war of national 
liberation, that it is a civil war, and so forth, because if we fail in 
Vietnam, you might as well all go home in Latin America. This is 
very, very important, I think, to understand. 

Mr. Sourwine. I don’t mean to shut you off on that, but we have 
all we can do if we cover Cuba and Latin America today. 

Mr. Bethel. Surely. 

Mr. Sourwine. I broke in on when you had started telling us about 
Russian forward military bases in Cuba. I think that was your lan- 
guage. You had said you could expand your report to 20 ‘pages or 
more and still barely touch on war preparations. 

Mr.. Bethel. I also could expand on the subversion of Latin 
America considerably. Here are 16 legal-sized pages of acts of vio- 
lence in Latin America over a 6-week period, only over a 6-week 
period. 

Mr. Sotjrwine. Is this something vou prepared ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Sotjrwine. F rom public sources ? 

Mr. Bethel. These are all from public sources, and they include 
every country in Latin America except Brazil. 

Mr. Sourwine. Sixteen pages. Is it typed or handwritten ? 

Mr. Bethel. It is typed. 

Mr. Sourwine. May that be ordered into the record at this point? 

Senator Thurmond. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr.. Sotjrwine. Do you particularly want to read it? It would 
save time if it could just go in. 

Mr. Bethel. I would prefer it if you would just put it in the re- 
cord as is. 

(The document referred to follows :) 
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Terrorist acts in Latin America Since December 1966 
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Authorities said the terrorists attacked Arsenio Mendez Maldonado CO ap- 
parently m an attempt to rob him of $1,000 in police funds he had just withdrawn 
from a hank. They said Mendez Maldonado used a submachine gun to kill Jose 
de Jesus Juraclo Sanchez, 22, a leftist economics student at the University of 
Guatemala. The other two terrorists fled in an automobile parked nearbv J 
Guatemala. City — The government has extended the state of siege for another 
J<> days to guarantee order and security” and “prevent subversive activities ” 
The state of siege was originally proclaimed in Nov. 1906. 

Guatemala City . — Cuban newspaper Granma said that a FAR group held the 
ten men >Wn Tumbador for several hours. The group was estimated at some 

Caracas. The government accused Cuba of responsibility for the recent re- 
surgence of terrorism in Venezuela. It was confirmed that terrorists have 
lulled two persons and carried out a half-dozen attacks on U.S. establishments 
in the past fortnight. The latest incident was a strafing attack on Nov. 28 bv 
tommygunners on a country house in which an elementary school for American 
pupils operate. 

“We have specific evidence that the acts of subversion spring directly from 
the (Communist-sponsored) Tricontinental Conference held in Havana,” Interior 
Minister Reinaldo Leandro Mora charged. 

Meanwhile, in Washington, Venezuelan Foreign Minister Ignacio Iribarren 
Borges said his country (Venezuela) will vote in favor of an OAS’s report con- 
demning Cuban subversion. “This country has suffered the most from the 
Cuban intervention” the Venezuelan diplomat said. 

Santo Domingo. Students stoned and beat with sticks and two newspaper 
racks a Roman Catholic priest and two newspapermen in the fourth act of 
physical violence in downtown Santo Domingo in a week. 

The Rev. Rafael Bello and radio newsmen Tiberio Castellanos were stoned 
and beaten while at the latter’s home. A photographer, juan Perez Terrero 
was beaten severely and forced to destroy a photo he made earlier of a street 
brawl between rival student factions. 

Havana . — Major Elias Manuit, from the Venezuelan Armed Forces of Na- 
liberation, said thru Radio Habana Cuba, that a “counter-offensive in 
all fronts was due in Venezuela “to defeat the offensive carried on by the gov- 
ernment directed by the Pentagon.” Manuit charged that the government 
offensive, described as Operacion Tarde, was aimed to “wipe out the revolu- 
tionary movement in Venezuela.” 

Havana. Radio Habana Cuba said that the developments in Latin America 
proves that “the revolutionary violence” is the only way to achieve liberation 
of Latin American countries. Radio Habana Cuba mentioned facts and devel- 
opments m Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Argentine, Peru and Nicaragua 
All of them carried on the Commuits” the broadcast said. 


Bee. 6 y 1966 

Santo pomingo .— President Joaquin Balaguer charged thru a nation-wide 
broadcast that for two days now, several well known Dominican Communists 
have been spreading rumors of an alleged civil-military uprising against the 
constitutional government,” and added that “Leftist leaders recently have visited 
many of the so-called Constitutionalists to invite them to report to their respec- 
tive commands in the walled-in section of the city. Their idea is to make peace- 
ful citizens believe that we are on the verge of another catastrophe.” The 
Dominican President charged that “The Communist plan is the same in all Latin 
American countries, such as in Uruguay, where they strive to destroy private 
and state enterprises, to unite the workers in the promotion of centralized 
strikes. There are Communist agitators in most of the labor unions in the Dorn 
Rep.. Communist propaganda is distributed here daily, and the Communists try 
to win the minds of our school children.” 

Caracas . — P olice detective Tomas Carlos Mason Hueldon, was shot to death 
while parked in his car some 500 meters from the Central University, in Car- 
facas. He was shot from the back of his head. Mason Hueldon was a fourth 
year student of Economics at the Central University. He worked as Police 
detective at the Robbery Department to earn his living. It was revealed in 
Caracas, too, that Communist guerrillas attacked the town of San Jose de 
Guaribe, 80 Kins S.W. of Caracas. Guerrillas held the town during several 
hours and fled later on, as they have done in same place in two other occasions. 
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De n„ itn 19 was known that a Communist was elected president of the Student 
rederatiTn EnnueqVelasco The Vice-president of same student group was 
a Communist too, Juan Yela. 

De cJaM8.—“ Eutasio Mena Loreto, 32 years old, a j^a 

shot to death by terrorists when he was driving along Avemda Las Aulas, 

he received. 

^ Oaracf.- Minister of the Interior, Leandro Mora, s ^.^ a n VThr*exSst 
groups” P on C acco^t S heav^ blows^f^last week "against guerrilla and extremist 
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place where those guerrillas came from, it is obvious they left Cuba bound to 
Venezuela in a Cuban fishing boat. 

D 7J%Tn Terrorists exploded a bomb inside a newly-opened American- 
own^C^SCt Dfc.ll. ™, *“! > 

market, the latest addition to a chain in which New York Gov. Nelson Kockeienei 
^^wafeinala 11 ^!/ 6 — A 30-man guerrillas attacked a police detachment at San 

Guerrillas used light weapons and hand grenades, ^^P^^it^their de/d and 
rebuffed by the soldiers, the communique added, fleeing with their dead an 

W !rcordingTo a the” Army communique, the guerrillas tried to put in flames the 
post office building. They succeeded in cutting off phone communication . 

06 Caracas— Major Francisco Astudillo Suarez, from the Military Martial Court 
was shot to death by terrorists while standing in a newspaper stand in Pans 
Avenue Caracas. He was shot from behind. Major Astudillo had no weapo 
with Hm S he shot Terrorists used « car to «.e torn the scene o« the 

C T,“iK KffiS.'SS* X„Ts 5 w~ woradea is the Melt 

It was the third similar attempt m less than 12 ho ^ rs ^ t <<0 crovern- 

Prpqident Raul Leoni said in a nation wide radio bioadcast that our govern 
merit is determined to crush the conspiracy of those who are trying to carry 
rm their compromises with Fidel Castro and his protectors. 

Buenos Aires— A bomb exploded at Arenales street, in a residental section 
of Buenos Aires. No injured persons were reported. . T 

Scnitiano <Je Chile. — The government was forced to put in practice the Law 
of Internal Security against Red workers leaders of the Servian Nacional de 

^ !l ffu(UmuiJu "c if?/.— A guerrilla group made a hold-up in a train bound for the 
District of Pacifico, and fled with 30,000 Quetzals. Guerrillas used hand grenades 

t0 SaZl D 0 S 0 .-A general strike planned for Tuesday was canceled by its 
organizers after the government insisted to dismiss any public employes v 
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participated. The walkout was to have followed protest demonstrations Monday, 
organized by the leftist Dominican Women Federation and the Communist- 
controlled University Student Federation. 

Dec. 14, 1966 

Caracas . — Army troops occupied the Communist-infested Central University 
and seized an arsenal of weapons ranging from hand grenades to machine guns. 
The troops clashed briefly with students trying to block their entry. One soldier 
was killed in a gunbattle on the campus and a high school student was wounded 
in the leg by a stray bullet. Venezuelan soldiers occupied the principal buildings 
and sealed off the seven-mile-square campus and surrounding area. The arsenal 
seized included one heavy machine gun, 19 light machine guns, and unspecified 
quantities of hand grenades, smaller weapons and ammunition. At the same time 
the Raul Leoni government announced the suspension of constitutional guaran- 
ties in the country, implanting a virtual state of seige. Many Communist stu- 
dents were arrested and great quantities of Communist propaganda seized. 

Rio de Janeiro. — The government announced that 5,000 soldiers were still 
searching for guerrilla groups in the Santa Catalina state. 

Buenos Aires . — 'Terrorists showered busses with incendiary bombs, injuring 
eight people in a wave of attacks as a 24-hour general strike began. Police 
sources said that the attacks had apparently been intended to intimidate drivers of 
cooperatively owned busses who refused to go in the strike called by the General 
Confederation of Labor. 

Dec. 15, 1966 

Caracas . — Terrorists struck back at the government after the seizure of the 
Central University, invading a home and killing a Lt. of the Armed Forces. Lt. 
Barreto Mendez died instantly when four masked men broke into his home and 
riddled him with submachinegun fire. The seizure of the campus netted two 
youths wanted for the murder of policemen, three known criminals, several stolen 
cars, propaganda material and files of several Marxist groups. 

Ciudad, Guatemala . — Cuban newspaper Granma said that “guerrilla commands 
clashed with soldiers in the department of Santa Rosa, SW section of the country. 
An official communique of the Army said the guerrilla group was formed by 15 
men and fled to the mountains. France Presse in reporting the clash said a 
military police was killed in action. 

Dec. 16, 1966 

A Cuban-trained guerrilla, HSracio Daniel Castillo was killed in a clash 
between guerrillas and soldiers, 70 Kms SE of Caracas. Castillo had the war 
name af Major Bejuma. He was trained in Cuba and smuggled in Venezuela 
in 1963. 

Dec. 16, 1966 

Caracas. — President Raul Leoni, in a nation wide broadcast speech said that 
“it is necessary to impose emergency measures which will temporarily provide 
the national government with adequate means to destroy the anti-Venezeulan con- 
spiracy directed by international Communism from Havana which has come to 
the fore in Venezuela thru common crimes.” 

Referring to the Communist conspiracy in Venezeula, President Leoni said in 
his speech that “As chief executive I can assure all Venezuelans that my govern- 
ment will never hesitate to courageously assume the responsibility which the 
popular mandate and the constitution have placed upon my shoulders.” 

Dec. 19, 1966 

Caracas. — A makeshift cemetery for victims of Communist terror attacks has 
been found on the campus of the Venezuelan Central University. 

Dec. 20, 1966 

Guatemala City . — The Cuban Granma published that “Julio Guerra, called a 
CIA agent, was shot to death by FAR terrorists.” 

Dec. 21, 1966 

Havana — The Havana branch of the FAR and the Guatemalan Workers Party 
delegation issued a Joint Communique signed in the Cuban capital. “The defini- 
tive victory in Viet-Nam will achieve more victories in Latin America” it is said. 
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Miami . — The president of the Guatemalan Congress, Mario Fuentes, charged 
in this city that the guerrilla problem in his country is a “tremendous interna- 
tional Communist aggression,” controlled from the outside. He added that the 
guerrillas operating in the mountains of Guatemala “are men of great war ca- 
pacity who had succeeded in imposing a state of panic and restlessness” upon 
the Central American country. 

Guatemala City.— Prensa Latina (Castro financed news agency) said that 
Julio Guerra, recently shot to death by FAR agents, was “a CIA agent.” 

Dec . 27, 1966 

Caracas . — Archbishop Humberto Quintero said in the traditional Christmas 
messages to the Catholics in Venezuela that the terrorism wave hitting the coun- 
try was part of a plan “conceived and directed from abroad.” 

Dec . 28, 1966 

Santiago de Chile— Socialist (Communist) Senator Salvador Allende was 
named President of the Senate. He took the post from Tomas Reyes, Christian 
Democrat, who resigned on account of a censorship vote. Allende is a Marxist. 

Dec. 29, 1966 

Guatemala City . — The government extended for 30 days more the state of 
siege in the country. Constitutional guaranties have been suspended since last 
November. 

Santo Domingo.— Air Force Capt. George Percival, a military aide to President 
Joaquin Balaguer, escaped assassination in a terrorist bombing. Police said un- 
identified men threw a high-explosive bomb at Percival’s car in an attempt to 
kill him and his wife. The explosion wrecked the car but the pair escaped with 
only bruises. 

Jan . 1, 1967 

Granma says that Nery Porras Riveras, 45 years old, was shot to death “by 
a unknown person”. He worked as chief of the Secret Police in Castillo Armas 
and Miguel Idigoras governments. He has arrived recently from Copan, Hon- 
duras, where he held the post of Consul. A report from Guatemala City that 
Porras Rivera was machinegunned by several terrorists. 

Caracas . — President Raul Leoni, in a message to the nation on occasion of the 
New Year, said that “those who persist in subversive actions are a very small 
minority directed from abroad.” 

Jan. 8, 1967 

The Cuban radio reported clashes between guerrillas and soldiers at El Jicaro 
and Laguna Seca. 

Jan. 6, 1967 

The Cuban radio reported that the Puerto Rican Pro-Independent Movement 
is commemorating the Week of Solidarity with the Tricontinental Conference. 

Jan. 9, 1967 

Ciudad , Guatemala. — Bombs exploded at the embassies of Costa Rica, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua and El Salvador in Guatemala City. 

Jan. 11, 1967 

A young girl student was killed when students and police clashed in Santo 
Domingo. Students were demanding the resignation of Minister of Education 
Victor Hidalgo Justo. Officers were forced to use their weapons to disperse the 
mob. Students went into strike. t . 

Montevideo . — A meeting pro Cuba and Viet-Nam held in this capital organized 

by Communists. . . . 

Buenos Aires . — One woman resulted dead and 4 other persons injured in a 
clash between striking workers and soldiers in Tucuman. 

Jan. U, 1967 

Santo D omingo . — Students still in strike demanding resignation of Minister of 
Education, Victor Hidalgo, and the reposition of teachers fired on account of their 
political ideas. (They are Communists) . 

Jan. lJ h 1967 

Radio Havana Cuba offered a broadcast where Venezuelan guerrilla leader, 
Gaspar Rojo call on “the oppressed people who have not as yet chosen the 
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path of armed effort as the only effective way to resolve extremely serious 
economic, social, and political problems that unusually suspicious conditions 
exist now to advance the revolutionary struggle toward complete independence.” 
Rojo said that “We call upon existing armed movements and those that are 
about to be organized to take practical steps that will lead toward the estab- 
lishment of an assembly in this continent — one that will serve as a center for 
the discussion of a united military and political strategy in Latin American 
countries to counteract the criminal strategy of hunger followed by the im- 
perialists.” 

Havana. — Cuban radio announced that a new guerrilla front was opened in 
Giron, department of Santander, in Colombia. Under leadership of Ricardo 
Lara. Diego Montana, head of the Colombian Tricontinental delegation said in 
Radio Habana Cuba that Colombian revolutionaries are not alone now and that 
they are closing ranks with Venezuelan and Guatemalan guerrillas. 

Jan. 15, 1967 

Havana. — Colombian guerrilla leader, Arturo Alepe said thru Radio Habana 
Cuba that the “Colombian Armed Forces (FAR) are the strong arm of the 
Colombian Communist Party” and that their aim is the conquest of the govern- 
ment there. 

Jan. 17, 1967 

Chilean Senate, presided over by Communist Salvador Allende, denied Presi- 
dent Eduardo Frei the permission to go to the United States to meet President 
Johnson. 

Santo Domingo. — Immigration authorities arrested Dominican labor leader 
Fernando de la Rosa as he stepped off a plane returning from Caracas. The 
labor leader was accused of having traveled to Communist countries, including 
Cuba. 

Guatemala City. — The Ministry of Defense said that soldiers and guerilla 
clashed in different places. An Army patrol was ambushed near Nueva Con- 
ception, in the department of Escuintla. Another Army patrol was ambushed 
near Zacapa when searching for guerrillas. 

Jan. 19, 1967 

La Paz. — Anti-U.S. demonstrations in the Bolivian capital by Communist 
students. 

Sao Paulo. — A subversive group trying to stage attacks against American 
companies in Brazil was uncovered by police. The first was made on Dec. 30 
against the Goodyear. Later on police knew future plans of the group. . . 
Ten persons were arrested. One of them was a student, of well known Marxist 
ideas. 

La Paz. — It was reported from Cochabamba that Communist students attacked 
the U.S. Consulate there, the Peace Corps and the U.S.I.A. Windows were 
shattered. One Bolivian clerk was wounded in the melee. 

Jan. 23, 1967 

Caracas. — Terrorists struck two American firms in the past 24 hours. Fred 
Eaton, president of the Venezuelan branch of Sears Roebuck, said gunmen in a 
car straffed one of his firm’s stores in Caracas. No injuries were reported. 
The Creole Petroleum Corp. a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Co. of New 
Jersey, said its pipeline was dynamited Monday at Tia Juana, across Lake 
Maracaibo. Damage was minor, it was reported. 

Colombia. — Col Alvaro Riveros Abella said that a weapon depot was found 
in the north of the department of Santander. Great quantities of explosives 
were seized too. Two Communists, from the Communist newspaper “El Com- 
panero” were arrested at the place. 

Havana . — Rossndo Olayo, known as “Ospina” said thru Radio Havana Cuba 
that Cuba is helping Colombian guerrillas with arms. He mentioned specifically 
the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces. 

Jan. 25, 1967 

Santo Domingo. — Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer, charged that a stu- 
dent strike which has effected the country for three weeks is being “promoted 
and inspired” by Fidel Castro. Balaguer added that “the strike is part of the 
antidemocratic activities being carried out thruout the continent by Havana’s 
Communist regime”. 
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Jan. 20, 190 7' 

Guatemala City . — Wealthy rancher Eduardo Aldon, kidnapped in the capital 
city. 

Jan. 21, 1967 

Minister of the Interior, Leandro Mora, said in a press conference that the 
Venezuelan government has evidence of Fidel Castro intervention in the Vene- 
zuelan internal life. Minister Mora added that “We are compiling every avail- 
able bit of evidence to show that Castro’s participation towards perturbation of 
the peace is permanent not only here but in all of Latin America.” 

Guatemala City— It was reported that two soldiers were killed in an ambush 
at Huay, Zacapa. 

Jan. 28, 1961 

Guatemala City.—' The government extended 30 more days the present state of 
siege in the country. President Julio Mendez Montenegro said that the condi- 
tions which forced the government to suspend the constitutional guaranties in 
last November “are still on.” 

Jan. 29, 1961 

Buenos Aires. — The Gen Carlos Ongania government established a 200-mile 
limit to the territorial waters in Argentina and warned against the presence of 
Cuban armed fishing ships in Argentine waters as well. The official report named 
Cuban ships as “Pantaleon”, “Lazaro”, “Aguada Cortes”, “Hatuey”, “Nuevo 
Corazon” and “Comandante Abrahantes.” 

Fel). 1, 1967 

Guatemala City. — A bomb exploded at the residence of Col Alvaro Allay, 
Military Attach^ to the Nicaraguan Embassy. 

Bogota. — Gen Gerardo Haller, new Minister of Defense, says that the Army 
is carrying on new plans to wipe out guerrillas. 

Feb. 2, 1961 

Guatemala City. — The Ministry of Defense announced that a clash took place 
in Chiquimula between soldiers and guerrillas. Some guerrillas were killed, the 
communique added. 

Feb. 8, 1961 

Caracas. — Soldiers were sent back to their barracks from the Central Univer- 
sity. Students and University functionaries could enter the University campus 
without any Army permit for the first time since the University was seized 
by the Army. 

Feb. 5, 1961 

Santo Domingo. — President Balaguer charged in a speech delivered to the 
nation that “Today, we have Communists, who have been trained in Cuba, 
Moscow, Communist China, and all the Red Universities of the universe, in all 
our trade union organizations, the schools, the INAPA, the land reform agency, 
the technical secretariat, the universities, the recreation centers, the sport 
organizations, and even the National Police and the armed forces. Few are the 
homes that have not felt in one way or another the influence of the Red beast 
that today threatens the entire world and Christian civilization.” President 
Balaguer named many Communists working with Cuba and Moscow to subvert 
the constitutional order in the Dominican Republic. 

The Dominican President said that the government will present documents 
before the OAS proving that “Sino-Soviet powers” are intervening in the West- 
ern hemisphere. 

Feb. 6, 1961 

Caracas. — Three leading Communists escaped from a heavily guarded prison 
in Caracas thru a tunnel dug by associates from a grocery nearby. The trio 
are Pompeyo Marquez, a member of the Venezuelan Communist Party Central 
Committee; Guillermo Garcia Ponce, member of the Party’s Politburo, and 
Teodoro Petkoff, a guerrilla leader, whose brother Luben, leads a band of pro- 
Castro insurgents in the backlands. They were in jail since 1963. 

Bogota. — Army soldiers and guerrillas clashed in a place known as Canon del 
Caguan, in the department of Huila. The announcement was made in an official 
communique by the Army. 
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Havana. The Week of Solidarity with the people of Guatemala was closed in 
Cuba with difteient meetings along the country. The official newspaper 
Granma said that the armed struggle is the only way to achieve the “liberation” 
of Guatemala 

Guatemala City . — The wealthy Guatemalan rancher, Walter Widmann was 
machinegunned when riding near the capital city, but he resulted unharmed 
It was reported, too, a clash between guerrillas and soldiers in Los Amofes* 
department of Izabal. ‘ ’ 

Caracas.— A. powerful power of dynamite hit partially the Bolivar Bridge 
located in to highway from Ciudad Bolivar to Upata, 700 Kms from Caracas. * ’ 
Fel). 12 , 1967 

Santo Domingo.— A bulletin from the Press and Public Relations Office of the 
National Police, reported that “in La Orma Hills, within the San Jose de Ochoa 
district, a group of persons were training in guerrilla warfare tactics.” A man 
named Jose Antonio Vasara died when police raided the place. The remainder 
of the group members dispersed. Communist propaganda was seized. 

Fel. U, 1967 

San Jose.— On Feb. 22 the Communists plan to stage a peace march from 
Punta Arenas to San Jose. The government has announced it will not grant 
permission for this demonstration. 

Santo Domingo. — One student was killed and four wounded when police broke 
out on a crowd of several thousand wanting to accompany the body of a young 
leftist leader to the local cemetery. Orlando Mazara, a member of the Castroite 
14th of June Movement, was killed in a clash reported between a guerrilla band 
and an army patrol about 150 miles SW of the caiptal. 

Caracas.— Next Feb. 20 will be inaugurated classes by the Caracas Central 
university. They were suspended since Dec. 14 when Army took over the 
University 

Fel. 16, 1967 

Guatemala City. — Lt. Col. Eduardo Figueroa, deputy chief of the Guatemalan 
Air Force, was murdered in gangland style Thursday. Figueroa was in his car 
waiting for his children to come out of a school, when a car came slowly by. 
Gunfire shattered the quiet of the street, and he slumped in the seat, dead. 

Barranquilla. — Groups being trained in Barranquilla are branches of an inter- 
national movement, a high officer of the Second Army Brigade said. The state- 
ment was made in a press conference where reporters asked about the lack of 
security measures in the region and the increasing number of assaults and 
hold-ups. Same officer added that the guerrila groups use modern weapons. 

Fel. 18, 1967 

Second Lt. Arturo Mendizabal, was wounded when a guerrilla gang machine- 
gunned the car where the army men was riding. Carlos Pereira, 14 years old, 
who was accompanying the Lt. resulted killed in the shooting. In another 
guerrilla attack was killed Eduardo Enrique Figueroa, Public Relations director 
of the Guatemalan Air Force. The killing occurred at 12 noon in Guatemala 
City. Figureroa, an Air Force Col. was riding bound for his home when he was 
intercepted by another car, sport model. 

Fel. 20, 1967 

Caracas. — Classes reinitiated at the Caracas Central University. Pro Commu- 
nist students staged demonstrations inside the University campus. And de- 
manded not to accept new Law approved by the government controlling public 
order at the University. 

Guatemala City. — Two persons, presumably passing-by were killed when police 
and terrorists interchanged bullets in the streets of Guatemala. Police officers 
were searching for those who machinegunned Col. Eduardo Figueroa’s car. 

Fel. 21, 1967 

Caracas. — More demonstrations were staged by students from the Central Uni- 
versity protesting against the new Law which restricts political activities wthin 
the University campus. 

Buenos Aires. — A powerful bomb was found in one of the elevators at the 
“San Martin” theatre, where the Foreign Ministers Meeting is being held. 
Heavy precautions were taken, but, apparently, the Communists managed to 
place the bomb. 
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FeJ) y f) * 

Guatemala City. — Two terrorists were killed after the police raided a place 
looking for accomplices of the assassins of Air Force Lt. Eduardo Enrique 

Fl In e another communique of the Ministry of Defense it was said that a soldier 
„„„ lulled when guerrillas attacked a military patrol near Puerto Bai nos. 

aaracas— Communist-led students staged more antigovernment demonst a- 
0(i» acas. ^ornmuu .. and said they wi p no t accept the new Law 

ssrsfasai -gar H 

^;.siir e , a . — & «... 

activities would be increased in all fronts, 
tional guaranties would be on for more time. 

gag-ass^ 

C °Sl U o1™ of'SS' «be were boreed In none of S»r be P.rn.mbnco, 

•SSssErasto 

W T C ^ in ^ hm 2 S focus S we r e reported in Cionisio Cerqueira zone, near 
_ G T Sri™ ““Sto ^region toSE» to the Argentine border. (It was disclosed 
Santa Catari . f B u d Braz iiians are carrying on guerrilla activities 

in some circles „ that guerrilla groups were bound for town of Bar- 

together. It P porana In 1965 former Col Jefferson Cardin addressed a 

laC r?nin ™ t Lt egTon but it was crushed by the Army. Dionisio Cer- 
Sa is locafed rSt on 8 the border between Brazil and Argentina, near the 
states of Parana and Santa Catarina. 

Fe *'nmtn D omiw /70 —President Joaquin Balaguer announced that no Communist 
na^ plve the country “Those who have already visited a Communist country 
•n >?nl their nassports invalidated” President Balaguer added. Balaguer was 
Critical of “certain sectors” within the public administration whom he charged 

^SSMi3SSS?!S5Sr^^ 

border. i< our ponce e Army, a Castro-directed group. The guerrillas 

carried on the attacks shouting long life words to Fidel Castro and the killed 

^^en^Guillermo^Pinzo^Caicedo, new commander-in-chief of the Army said that 
the giterrillas formed in the National Liberation Army commanded by Fabio 
Castano and Victor Medina Mora. 

190^ 

ruinlom.ala GitV — The government changed the state of siege into the alarm 
state 1 It was interpreted in some sectors as a result of measures taken by 
r Government in crushing Communist guerrillas. It was known that the 
Aimy is SSng airplanes and helicopters to attack the elusive guerrillas in 

the mountains. 
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Mar. 2, 196 7 

Caracas . — Communist guerrillas kidnaped Dr. Julio Iribarren, brother of 
the Foreign Relations Minister, Ignacio Iribarren Borges. Doctor Iribarren 
took liis wife to the residential section of Los Palos Grandes when three ter- 
rorists told him to ride in a vehicle they provided themselves. Hours later 
the body of the former Security Chief was found in a slaying linked to Castro- 
ite terrorists. Covering the body when it was found by police six miles out- 
side Caracas were pamphlets of the Armed Forces of National Liberation, 
the pro-Castro organization. They said three public figures would be assassinated 
for every FALN member killed and “three other political figures are on our 
list/’ The Venezuelan Cabinet met in emergency session as soon as the story 
was known. The constitutional guaranties were suspended again. They were 
put in action again 48 hours prior to the kidnapping of Doctor Iribarren. Vene- 
zuelan Minister of the Interior said in a nationwide radio and television address 
that government action would be necessary “to defend democracy, public peace 
and welfare.” Foreign Relations Minister Ignacio Iribarren, brother of the 
assassinated functionary, said in the recent Buenos Aires meeting that Castro- 
inspired subversion in his country was totally controlled and that information 
of riots and disorders have been exaggerated. He was shaken by the truth 
in the body of his own brother. 

Mar. 8, 1967 

Bogota . — Communist guerrillas ambushed a Colombian Army patrol ISO 
miles south of Bogota. 16 soldiers were killed and four wounded, the Army 
announced. A communique identified the raiders as members of the Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia, a pro-Castro guerrilla organization. The 
Army said the scene of the attack was near the town of Algeciras in Huila 
department, a hotbed Communist region. The Army believed the guerrilla is 
led by Oscar Reyes, who has been hunted by the Army for several months. It 
was the second important attack by guerrillas in a week. The first occurred 
when a police post was raided in the north. Four police officers were killed 
then. 

Mr. Bethel. I should also like to point out that many of the 
Latin American countries have now been forced to apply stringent cur- 
rency controls to prevent the rapidly growing flight of capital caused 
by increasing terror and subversion in Latin America. This is but 
one more result of the lodgment of Soviet power in the Caribbean. 

For example, Colombia alone lost between $89 and $100 million in 
the flight of investment capital out of the country. 

Dr. Eduardo Ritter, President of the Council of the Organization of 
American States, laid it on the line last January in a meeting in 
Miami, when he said he doesn’t agree with the prevalent thesis in the 
State Department that the Alliance for Progress is in itself the answer 
to Russian-propelled subversion of this hemisphere. It is not the 
answer, he said, “because any endeavor to bring about an increase in 
the standard of living of these nations is doomed to failure if we must 
constantly expend funds, time, and energy in defending ourselves 
from the common enemy, just 90 miles from Florida.” 

He is right, because the Alliance for Progress was designed to sup- 
plement capital investments being made in Latin America. 

Now, however, today, the Alliance is trying to substitute for the 
flight of that very capital on which they expected to build. In doing 
so, the Alliance is losing at the rate of about two to one. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you mean by that the money we are pumping 
into Latin America is half or less than half of the capital which is 
fleeing from these same Latin American countries as a result of Cuban 
aggression and threats of aggression ? 

Mr. Bethel. Approximately that. 

(The speech referred to follows :) 
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Eduardo Ritter Speech, Miami, January 28, 1967 

Scarcely 90 miles from this hospitable American peninsula, there are more 
than 30,000 men who are dragging infamous shackles along the pestilent floors 
of cells and prisons. Only 90 miles from this land of progress and freedom, 
there are more than six million men who cannot worship God publicly because 
any act of public prayer is discouraged, stifled with brass knuckles and whips, 
and any avowal of faith ends before the dark, spectral wall or m sinister mass 
murders. Scarcely 90 miles from Florida there are half a million mothers who 
can remember only the pain of childbirth because there children were taken 
from them to be formed in infamy, hatred, deceit, and crime. . 

Yet, there are some who are deeply concerned about minor unrest in the world 
and turn their backs on this fearful hell of tears and blood, of the wounded and 
the dead that is so close and yet so far ! Close because we can hear its pathetic 
echoes with the ears of our anguish; far because we cannot reach it with 
rescuing hands. Close because we can embrace those m it with our hearts and 
tears ; far because the bread we would like to take from our own tables and give 

to them, cannot reach them. , , 

However, the hour of redemption is approaching. Whoever aigued that 
Cuban unity would be impossible to attain ; whoever said that this exile was a 
shapeless mass lacking a coalescing ingredient, has been given the lie, and the 
strongest proof of his mistake is tonight’s assembly. This is a unity in suffering, 
the kind of unity that always leads towards the light. Enrique Huertas has 
performed the feat of bringing together men of different ideas and conflicting 
opinions who, nevertheless, bear the sorrow for their country s suffermgs and 
now, embracing, break with the past and prepare for the struggle of the future. 
This is an encouraging and noble example of human beings who place their love 
for their homeland above passing personal differences. May this unity grow and 
strengthen ! May the men who can, and must, help to liberate Cuba never again 
to say that any positive action is blocked by disunity, may no one say that per- 
sonal ambition hurt this touching joining of the wills, or that excessive vani y <>n 
the part of any leader destroyed the unity of the exiles Every Cuban that 
wants to liberate his country is a leader; the lawyer that proposes a juridical 
solution is as valuable as the longshoreman that loads a ship or the workers m 
a factory. Leadership is the personal quality that creates a readiness to serve, 

not the showy display of a loud proclamation. . . 

Enrique Huertas shouldered the burden of organizing this function m memoiy 
of Jose Marti, and he succeeded in filling this stadium, not because he hopes to 
become a leader, but rather because he had more faith than others in the 
spiritual qualities of the Cubans. I share his faith in the Cubans. And because 
I share it, I want to keep on fighting within the range of my public and private 
activities for the prompt liberation of Cuba. Enrique Huertas has deserved 
my respect and my approval, it is because I can see that he is ready to fight 
unselfishly and to make sacrifices; because I have seen him face unpleasant 
situations without getting discouraged; because I have seen him knock on many 
doors without cringing or retreating before refusals, rejections, and scorn. 

This union must be preserved and defended ; it must be strengthened and 
encouraged. If this union endures, Cuban exiles will have a voice in -the inter- 
national organizations, and will then be accepted as a nation m exde by free 
societies and peoples. United and strong, with a responsible leadership, with 
democratically chosen leaders no one will be able to deny the Cubans in exile 
their rightful place among the inter-American nations, vacated by the communist 
dictatorship. Whenever Cuba succeeds in gaining her rigbtfunmice ar ?ong these 
international organizations, the final hour will have arrived for the Castro 
dictatorship. There nations in the international community that have popula- 
tions far below the number of Cubans in exile ; they have, nevertheless, u 
and a government. Cubans need only to have unity in order to be heard and 
regarded as a nation that is emerging from sorrow and marching to reconquer 

I have been asked many times if I think that the Cuban case should be dis- 
cussed during the Presidents Conference now being planned. My answer is 

^ The a ^a?n G purpose^ of*" this meeting is to revitalize the Alliance for Progress 
and to accelerate the economic integration of Latin America. Can there be a 
revitalizing of the Alliance in Cuba while she is proscribed from the Latin 
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American economic brotherhood? The answer is plain and unequivocal: No. 
Cuba is a member of the Organization of American States; her government is 
barred, but not her people and proof of this is the fact that we meet every day 
under the twenty-one flags, one of which Marti made proud and which still 
offers us her noble share of protection. 

To hear these unfortunate people is the duty of the Americas; to help the 
freely chosen representatives of these people to re-enter the Inter-American 
system is imperative for Latin American conscience. There will be no effective 
alliance, nor an authentic economic integration while there exists within this 
American brotherhood a center of subversion that restricts, corrodes, and de- 
stroys the individual efforts of the peoples to achieve a better life. Any endeavor 
to increase the standard of living of these nations is doomed to failure if we 
must constantly expend funds, time, and energy in defending ourselves against 
the common enemy 90 miles from Florida. 

To side with Cuba does not mean simply to dream, as nostalgic wanderers, of 
her nights filled with music and laughter, with gaiety and tropical langour. 
To side with Cuba is to fight to have her voice join the chorus of American 
voices that speak freely and clearly. 

Here tonight are present many outstanding figures in American thought, poli- 
tics and action. Men who shine with their own light in the skies of continental 
culture, and who have come tonight to join with clerks and teachers, with jurists 
and factory workers, with physicians and cabdrivers because their struggle is 
the same and does not recognize artificial boundaries. These personalities have 
uttered words of encouragement and guidance to which I listened with admir- 
ing respect. Isn’t this proof that Cuba is not alone in her struggle? Each one 
of these men represents a strong current of public opinion in his respective coun- 
try. The Americas support Cuba and in order to better serve her, only ask 
that the Cubans remain united, that they form a government in exile ; a govern- 
ment that will have no privileges, only duties among which, the first and fore- 
most must be to direct the liberation of Cuba. 

After tonight, I would want Cuban jurists to meet and draft a set of rules 
making it possible to choose, through popular election, the leaders of this exile ; 
I would want the results of that election to be respected, and the birth of a 
Cuban nation in exile to be the first effective step towards the return to Marti’s 
Island. , , _ _ _ 

More than once friends, countrymen, and colleagues have asked me why I de- 
fend Cuba with such fervor, why I have again brought up the Cuban case which 
seemed to be buried under international indifference. Invariably, I have re- 
plied : because I believe in Cuba and her men, because I was born free and I 
want for my children and grandchildren a future that is also free, because it is 
criminal to abandon people that refuse to be slaves and because I have never 
witnessed a more stoical sorrow, or a more noble courage than that shown by 

the Cubans. o ^ 

I have seen in the Cuban women a capacity for sacrifice comparable to that 
of the Israelite women when they fled from Egypt. Supremely noble, resigned 
to tears, unselfish to the point of keeping nothing for herself, the Cuban woman 
carries in her soul the highest and most marvelous love. The woman that had 
a happy home and now has nothing left except pictures draped in mourning ; 
the one that prays for her husband’s freedom before El Cobre’s Our Lady of 
Charity ; the one that yesterday graced drawing rooms with her elegance and 
is now a humble factory worker ; the young girl who weeps while praying for the 
brother she knows is rotting away in the filth of a concentration camp, these 
cannot but move us to respectful admiration. Without rancor but full of hope, 
the Cuban women have been, are still and will continue to be the constant moral 
support of the Cubans who wish to return to their homeland. 

I have seen young Cubans ready to die for their country, facing everything 
with virile decision. These young men who have never known the joys proper 
to their age because they have prematurely encountered the sufferings of in- 
security and torment, constitute an example for the young people of the Americas. 
I have faith in them. I know that, as rightful heirs to Marti, the Apostle, they 
will be in the foreground when the time for the great decisions arrives. 

Tonight, I have also seen a touching parade of children for whom we must 
regain the homeland that Marti envisioned and for which he fought. If there is 
anyone who does not feel the tears well up in his eyes or his heart beat faster 
before these children carrying the flag of their country, he doesn’t deserve to be 
called a man. 
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I am very grateful for your expressions of friendship towards me. They are 
a unique expression of Cuban nobility of spirit to which I can reply only with a 
heartfelt moral embrace encompassing all of you. I want to interpret _ the ^gen- 
erosity of your applause and your gifts as the unshakable decision that nothing 
will shatter Cuban unity, that you will create a unique group to participate in 
the important international deliberations, particularly those pertaining to the 
fate of Cuba. I want to interpret them as an agreement with the decision to 
choose your representatives without passion and without rancor so that those 
of us who wish the Cuban case to be discussed during the Presidents Conference 
will find support in the fact of a fraternal unity among Cubans. United no one 
will wrest the victory from you. If you do not unite that victory will be de- 
stroyed by any demagogue or any disloyal Latin American. The great men of 
the Americas that have come tonight, await your unity to serve you better. And 
I, whose only merit is to be the personal representative of that great democrat, 
Marco Aurelio Robles, Constitutional President of Panama, have also come be- 
cause I trust in the results of this gathering. _ . . 

President Robles, elected by the will of the Panamian people to guide their 
destiny during the four years ending in October of 1968, has asked me to bring 
you his affectionate greetings and to say to you that Cuba in Exile has a loyal 

I am just one more in the ranks of those who are fighting for the great Cuban 
cause Your kind invitation has allowed me to be with the continental personali- 
ties who have honored tonight’s rally with their presence and whose words will 
echo for a long time to come in every heart in the Americas. I am not the leader 
of anything, and I don’t aspire to be, I am merely one more individual, but an 

individual that believes in Cuba and is ready to serve her cause. 

Ladies and gentlemen; today I have been given an album containing thou- 
sands of signatures, this is a priceless reward that moves my heart as a Pana- 
manian. I will place that album under the flag you have also given me. On that 
Cuban flag I will place, once I am home, a black ribbon that I hope! 1 11 re 5 }ave 
at the Jose Marti Square in Havana. As we commemorate tonight the 114th 
anniversary of the Apostle’s birth and are gathered here to work for the free- 
dom of Cuba and the well-being and democratic security of the Americas, I ex- 
tend an invitation to you : Join me, when the tree of unity bears fruit, m remov- 
ing that black ribbon from the flag of Cuba. Join me, all of you who have signed 
this album. The strength of your union will set the date. 

Cubans : I am at your service. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is a rather startling statement. Where do you 

get your facts on it? . , „ 

Mr. Bethel. The facts I get from several sources: financial, from 
Miami ; from statements that have been made in El Tiempo in Bogota ; 
from the newspapers, official publications, including Confidential from 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know Mr. Benes, who is going to testify here 
1 atcr ^ 

Mr. Bethel. Yes; I know him very well. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you think he is highly competent to testify on 

this area? , ... , , 

Mr. Bethel. "Well, he is about the most qualified man who could 

speak on this. 

Mr. Sourwine. "Would you bo content) then, to le&ve tlicit pcirticulur 
area to be expanded by Mr. Benes when he testifies ? 

Mr. Bethel. I would be delighted, sir ; certainly. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Now, we get to the problem of missiles. 

I have literally dozens and dozens of reports of Russian ballistics 
in Cuba, reports which admittedly are very difficult to check out. 

Mr. Sourwine. When you say ballistics missiles, do you mean a mis- 
sile designed to wind up or land'elsewhere than Cuba ? 
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Mr. Betiiel. Yes. . 

Mr. Sourwine. You are not necessarily talking about interconti- 
nental ballistic missiles, or are you? 

Mr. Bethel. I’m not talking about ICBM’s. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are you talking about intermediate range ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes; IRBM’s. 

Mr. Sourwine. We thought they had been taken off. We thought 
the Russians had removed all those. . ., 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t think they ever removed all of their missiles. 
I’ll develop that as I go along, if I may. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. . ..... 

Mr. Bethel. It is difficult to check out these stories on missiles m 


the featuresr There is yet another and perhaps even more serious prob- 
lem. Many eyewitnesses are afraid to connect their names publicly 
with positive identification of IRBM’s in Cuba. This is so because 
Fidel Castro has turned the Cuban airlift into a monstrous instrument 
of blackmail. 

When a refugee comes to Miami and talks too much, swift retribu- 
tion is exacted against his family and even his friends who still remain 
in Cuba. I am advised confidentially, and I believe this advice, and I 
would like to make this statement— a lawyer heads the Cuban spy 
organization in the United States. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, let us lay a little foundation for that. 

There is a Cuban spy organization in the United States? 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t have the slightest doubt about it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any idea how large it is? 

Mr. Bethel. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any idea where it is headquartered? 

Mr. Bethel. I understand that it is being funded out of the Czech 
Embassy in Washington. Czechoslovakia, as you know, handles 
Cuba’s diplomatic relations with the United States. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the basis for your statement that the Czech 
Embassy is financing Cuban espionage from the United States? 

Mr. Bethel. From private sources. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do they supply money, U.S. currency? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; they do. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know where this is delivered? 

Mr. Bethel. It is delivered to this lawyer who is under an assumed 
name. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where is he operating? 

Mr. Bethel. Between Miami and Washington. 

Mr. Sourwine. Between Miami and Washington, D.C. ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know his identity ? 

Mr. Bethel. I know his presumed identity. I know his name. 

Mr. Sourwine. Can you tell us ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; his name is Enrique Tagle — T-a-g-l-e. 

Mr. Sourwine. This is the name he is known by in Miami and 
Washington ? 


Cuba, because of many reasons. „ ^ . 

One is that there are very few pictures of Soviet missiles available 
fhA rmhlic which we can obtain sharp and definite identification of 
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see^eTas Ini 

sr" *c£ gasriffi^ssa^ and w 

Then, about 2 months later, he was fired amid a great to-do and so 

"WS$£f »£ to ShtS; ^control over vW^mes out of 
Cuba. This is entirely left up to the Cuban Government 

Mr. Sourwxne. We’ll get to that m just a minute. A\ ith your per 
mission, lot me ask another question. 

This is Enrique Tagle? 

Mr. Bethel. Ej ^ique - Tag le, yes. # . TT pr1 q Htpq ; s 

Let me repeat, a CubM ^^ ^ 

l-ip. nrip.fl hv n lawyer named Ennqiie , Tagle, T A Cx L » — g . r . 

prosecutor atthe lmlitary pur ges of the c i vil ians pic Hcl 

WlSnglhat5«l^llob »ith a Ministry, and I toe forgotten 

right now what it is, and was fired m a splash o pu D TTnitpd 

drays later, as I remember, as I reconstruct it, he came to the United 

St Mr?SouRWiNE. Did you know at the time that he was coming to the 
United States ? 

Mr. Bethel. No, I did not. . . 9 

Mr. Sourwine. You have learned since that he vas comm b . 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Sourwine. Has anyone seen him . . . 

Mr Bf.thel. Y^ thp v hnvp i huYapparentlv, he is usmgjin_Bntirely 

different name. He has been spotted twi ce, wTtar ag lj oi ow . 

Mr. Sourwine. yen hnvft been uiiaUIe to learn, or youi inform 
a nts have been unaSleTo learn whatliirp r^enLmnaaTS ( 

~Mv. Bethel. T liey have no t. " . 5i . , 

Mr. Sourwine.- T he name he is going by you don U mow < 

Mr. Bethel. No. ' . ~ , 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know where he is living ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know where he has liis office? . 

Mr. Bethel. The only thing I kn ow is he has been si ghted both i n 

Washington and Miami . . 

Mr. Sourwine. Where was he seen in Miami . 

Mr. Bethel. TT e was seen on Biscayne Boulevar d. 

Mr. Sourwine. Alone? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, alone. „ 

Mr Sourwine. Where was he seen in Washington ( 

Mr! Bethel. I think — in in this cnpe— that he-ffias seen 
going into or leaving the Czech E mbassy. . . - , 

■' Mr. Sourwine. Is that tlie basis and the sole basis that he gets 

money from the Czech Embassy ? 







■ 
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Mr. Bethel. Ho, it is not. , 

Mr. Sourwine. Who knows about the money? How do you get 

Mr Bethel. I got this information from some private Cubans, who 

apparently have been following this guy and learning as much as they 

cai^abouthim.^^ ^ they f 0 n 0 wed him enough to see money passed, 
they must have followed him into some premises. They would 
hardly 

Mr. Bethel. I just don’t know the 

Mr. Sourwine. You haven’t had reports from them on that point « 

Mr. Bethel. No, I have not. . . 

Mr. Sourwine. Would you be able to tell the committee m confidence 
the names of these individuals from whom you got this information . 

Mr. Buthel. You mean in executive session ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I could. , . w 

Mr. Sourwine. It needn’t be m session I’m asking you now if, 
after this hearing is over, you will supply the information of the 
names of individuals who followed Mr. Tagle . 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, go head. , , 

Mr. Bethel. I’ll have to go back to the point I was making about it 

or are being publicly identified. It is very rarely that you can get 
people to stand up and say, I did see them, and be publicly identified. 
Mr. Sourwine. You said there were reprisals against those who 

talked ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. . . . 

Mr. Sourwine. That is why I asked you to give us in private the 
names of individuals who had talked to you. I don’t want to invite 

16 But^loes this^man, Tagle, have anything to do with such reprisals, 

aS Mr. Bethel. He allegedly , and I use that word advisedly, because 
obviously, I can’t say specifically, he allegedly is responsibJ^fQi^Jiay 
j n g 30 people shot after their identification of militar i^^ 

Mr. S our wine . All at one time, or since he has been here ? 

Mr. Bethel. No. at one time . 

Mr. Sourwine. Thirty people at one time, shot $ 

Mr. Bethel. Bounded up and shot, yes. # . 

This is not unusual, because the shootings going on m Cuba are^g o- 

i np-Vm dav and night! . , . 

Mr. Sourwine. You mean a massacre of that size is a normal thing 
in Cuba, so the mere fact of killing people at one blow, you wouldn t 
be aide to identify when or where ? 

-v Mr. Bethel. ’Mr. Sourwine, Cuba is one vast concentration camp 
in which people are taken out of bed in the middle of the night and 
propped up against a wall and shot. This is Cuba. There is nothing 
unusual about that. It. has been going on for 5 years, l ou can t 
talk about a massacre of 30 people. 
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Mr. Sourwine. So when you say the killing of 30 people at one 
time, it doesn’t identify any particular incident? There may be a 
number of such incidents? 

Mr. Bethel. Presumably, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. . . . 

Mr Bethel. Now, to begin with facts as regards missiles, missiles 
of great size are constantly being moved around Cuba under cover 
of darkness. Their movement is so well organized that sections ot 
cities and towns are systematically blacked out as they pass through. 
Mr Sourwine. Do you have any theory as to why it is necessary 

on., and admittedly, only a theory. I 
think this is related to some of the tunneling that the Russians aie 
doing. I believe that in many instances, they are moving those mis- 
siles to try to keep the U-2 flights, wherever they are made, from pin- 
pointing the fixed bases. I think this may be one very good reason 

f °Mr° X Sourwine. Have you thought of the possibility that maybe 
the word “around” doesn’t belong in there and maybe it is only a sit- 
uation in which missiles of great size are constantly being moved m 
Cuba under the cover of darkness ? 

Mr. Bethel. I’ll accept that. . . . , • 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know whether it is the same missiles being 
moved around, or do you know whether they keep moving missiles . 

Mr. Bethel. Some of the traffic . , 

Mr. Sourwine. These might be missiles that are being placed, and 
they might never be moved after they are placed, and if there is. a 
number of them or a growing number, they might still be moving mis- 
siles on many evenings. 

Do you know what the fact is? . , 

Mr. Bethel. The fact, of course, is very illusive. If they weren t 
in fact moving Russian missiles from one area to another, then we 
must assume that they are pouring into Cuba at a fantastic rate, that 

these are indeed missiles just being brought into Cuba. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any information on missiles being 

brought into Cuba? . . , ■ 

Mr. Bethel. I have no specific information on missiles being 

brought into Cuba in that sense; no . , , . 

Mr. Sourwine. Does your information indicate whether there is 

any proliferation of missiles in Cuba ? . 

Mr. Bethel. I think there is a proliferation of various different 
types and sizes, definitely. There was quite a to-do when they say 
surface-to-air missiles, as you recall. Then there was quite a to-do 
when missile sites were under construction. To the best of my re- 
collection, never was a missile photographed in Cuba at the time ot 
the missile crisis, nor were any missiles photographed coming into 
Cuba. Magically, sites appeared. 

Near Candelaria, San Cristobal, exactly where those sites were 

sighted, are precisely the entrances to these caves. . 

My own hypothesis, my own guess here is that the El Rosaria Moun- 
tains were literally carved out and tunneled throughout well in ad- 
vance of the missiles, the missile sites ever having been disclosed. 
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Now, I base that on a number of reasons. One is that when I was 
in the Embassy in Cuba in 1960, we had reports of excavations, mili- 
tary excavations, going on in the caves of Soroa, another alleged 
missile site, by the way. 

Following that, we know for a fact that a group of Poles, headed by 
a Maciej Kuszynski, came to Cuba and he and a whole group of 
speleologists, all of them wearing military dress, by the way, explored 
all of the major caves of Cuba. I have pictures, I have photographs 
of these people in the caves, with the captions and so on, which I 
would like to enter into the record, my point here being this : Every 
one of these areas — the Bellamar, the Cura Caves, El Pepo, Cuatro- 
cientas, Rozas — every one of these areas where these people were ex- 
ploring the caves immediately thereafter became military sites, were 
quartered off and military construction began without exception in 
each of these areas. 

Mr. Sourwine. Your testimony about missiles rests on more than 
that. If I understood you correctly, it is based upon several hundred 
people whom you have talked to who saw missiles? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, that is true. We have literally talked to hun- 
dreds of refugees. 

Mr. Sourwine. When did they first see the missiles ? 

Mr. Bethel. When? What period? You mean before the missile 
crisis? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Bethel. The first evidence that there were missiles in Cuba 
came to light on August 8, 1962. That was in an interview in Miami 
held by Dr. Salvador Lew, L-e-w, with a functionary who had just 
come out of Cuba. He has sighted them, and I remember Jay Mallin 
of Time magazine called me. 

We were listening to the radio broadcast and he was asked to de- 
scribe it. The way he described it was very interesting. 

He said it was long as a palm tree and had more mouths at the 
bottom than a cuatrobocas. A cuatrobocas is the four-mouthed pom- 
pom gun. 

Jay called and asked me, “What did that sound like to you? 55 I 
said, “Obviously, it sounds like a missile. 55 

However, to reconstruct, on J uly 26, 2,500 Russians landed and they 
went, guess where ? To the Gobernadora and this whole cave complex 
area where, later, missiles appeared, July 26, 1962. 

Then, on July 30, another group landed in Cienfuegos. Another 
group landed in Banes in the Nipe Bay area. Another group of 5,000 
landed in the Nicaro nickel mine area. In other words, by Septem- 
ber 15, 1962, there were at least 18,000 to 20,000 Soviet troops in Cuba. 

Mr. Sourwine. To come back to the missiles, if that answers the 
chairman’s question 

Senator Thurmond. When did you first see the missiles after the 
Cuban crisis? 

Mr. Bethel. On ships, leaving. Is that what you mean, the ones 
retired ? 

Senator Thurmond. Yes ; when was that ? 

Mr. Bethel. This was immediately following the missile crisis. 
Ships were taking missiles out. 
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Are you referring to the missile sighting? 

Senator Thurmond. When did you see them in Cuba after that? 

Mr. Bethel. Reports began to come to us in June of 1963 that 
construction was continuing in these missile site areas, like Susset 
Farm, is one such area in the missile site area of 1962. They have 
just continually been coming in; the reports have just continued 

coming since that time. I have reported this to the- 

Senator Thurmond. When did you get definite information that 
missiles were still in Cuba after Khrushchev was supposed to have 
withdrawn the missil es ? 

Mr. Bethel. In February of 1963, I interviewed a defector from 
Castro’s diplomatic service. His name is Hugo Bell Huertas. He 
was in Cuba at the time, and he said this, this is his testimony, I 
told him about the caves, and the Poles being in there and excavating, 
and he said, yes; however, the Poles were a screen behind which 
Soviet and Czech and East German technicians really did (he work 
in preparing the caves as early as February of 1961; in other words, 
that the} 7 were there at that time. He states that, the missiles were 
brought in in Soviet oil tankers that had no oil in them. 

He said that the most harmless ship, really, would presumably be 
a Soviet oil tanker, but that no Cuban functionary, not even Fidel 
Castro, was permitted to step aboard those tankers. His testimony is 
to the effect that the Russians were all prepared underground before 
they ever showed anything above ground, and since that time, we have 
had reports, of course, of missiles coming in; a doctor in the port, of 

Mat-anzas had seen missiles coming in from the port. . ... 

Senator Thurmond. So in February 1963, after the missile crisis m 
1962, eyewitnesses saw missiles, eyewitnesses who talked with you? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Senator Thurmond. Did he say they were new missiles introduced 
in, or did they say they were missiles that had been hidden and never 
taken out, or did they know ? 

Mr. Bethel. Their testimony was to the effect that they were 
missiles which had remained there. 

Senator Thurmond. Had remained there ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. . . 

Senator Thurmond. Plis testimony was that they were missiles 
which remained there and were never taken out? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. 

Senator Thurmond. Although Khrushchev had promised that they 
would be taken out ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. . . ,, 

Senator Thurmond. I believe we had no inspection that would 
determine that missiles were taken out, so far as you know, did v 7 e . 

Mr. Bethel. There was no inspection. Would you like to pursue 

Senator Thurmond. Just a little bit along that line, not too far. 

Mr Bethel. No, we never had an inspection. That inspection was 
frustrated on October 30, when IT Thant, the Acting Secretary Gen- 
eral of the United Nations, went to Cuba and virtually told Castro 
not to permit onsite inspection. I have a transcript 

Senator Thurmond. When v 7 as that? 
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Mr. Bethel. October 30, 1962. 

Senator Thurmond. U Thant, who is now the Director General of 
the United Nations 

Mr. Bethel. Secretary General, yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. Secretary General. Went to Cuba and told 
Castro not to allow inspection ? 

Mr. Bethel. Virtually so, yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. How do you know that? 

Mr. Bethel. I have a transcript of the interview between Castro 
and U Thant. 

Senator Thurmond. You have the transcript? 

Mr. Bethel. I do. 

Senator Thurmond. Do you have his voice on a tape ? 

Mr. Bethel. No, what I have here is the published, interview in 
Bohemia magazine, published on November 2, 1962, which published 
the entire interview between U Thant and Castro. 

Senator Thurmond. Tell us what publication this is. 

Mr. Bethel. This is a Government-controlled magazine called 
Bohemia. It was published on November 2, of 1962. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the witness to furnish 
us with this 

Mr. Bethel. I am sorry ; November 2, 1962. 

Mr. Sourwine (continuing). And that the order be that the por- 
tions of it which are pertinent to the chairman’s question be printed 
in the record? 

Senator Thurmond. Without objection, that will be done. 

You heard his request ? 

Mr. Sourwine. The request was that you furnish us with this 
transcript, and the chairman has then ordered that portions of it, 
pertinent to your answers to his question, be printed in the record. 

Mr. Bethel. I have it in here. 

(The document referred to above will be foimd in the appendix 
at p. 1151.) 

Senator Thurmond. This was an interview published in a publica- 
tion, questions and answers? 

Mr. Bethel. That is true. 

Senator Thurmond. Did this interview tell you why the Secretary 
General did not want inspection ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. UJThnnt s tated. — what he stated was that there 
co uld be no onsite inspection at. all unless the G overin nent of Cub a 
agreed to it ; otlim^se, t oliave onsite inspeutio ir woillTti^ humiliat ing 
s t o Cuban sovereignty . 

Senator HhruiiMOND. Did U Thant advise him not to have inspec- 
tion, or just informed him of his rights, so to speak ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, Senator, I think you have to read it through 
very carefully , because what he really says, he leads him up to refusing 
onsite inspection. In fact, in one instance in this interview, he told 
) Castro that the United Nations inspection team could not possibly 
: come in because it would be, as he said, a violation of Cuban sover- 
eignty. 

Another time, he said — he referred, in fact, to our blockade as — or, 
rather, our quarantine, as being something very unusual, something 
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which is only used in time of war, and also said it is illegal. It is quite 

an interesting interview. . , , „ , 

Senator Thurmond. He said our blockade of Cuba M as ille & < • 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. 

Senator Thurmond. U Thant said that .• 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, something very rare, he said; something that 

only happens in time of war.” „ 

Senator Thurmond. Was any other statement made . 

Mr. Bethel. May I read one comment here ? 

Senator Thurmond. All right. . , . T ^ • u 

Mr. Bethel. It is not specifically related to this, but it does, I think, 

set the tenor of why he went there. 

U Thant said: 

renorts said last night and this morning before I left on my trip 
that i ivas coming to arrange for the presence of the United Nations in Cuba 
That is totally in error, for it would constitute an infringement on the Soveieig y 
of the Republic of Cuba. 

This is what U Thant told Castro. He virtually said that the U.S. 
quarantine was an act of aggression, and I think Castro s summation 
at the end is expressive of how lie certainly saw it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it lengthy, sir? , , .. TT 

Senator Thurmond. I don’t ivant to go mto a lot of detail, lio 

l01 jfr. S BOTHEL. I’m sorry, sir ; this is the sense of the entire interview. 
The interview took place on October 30 at the Palance. Present were 
General Rokhye, who is U Thant’s military aid, on the one side, and 
on the other side was President Osvaldo Porticos and Fidel Castro. 

'What Castro did was tape that interview. He had the interview 
taped and then went on television the following week and gave the 
whole thing out to the Cuban people and had it published in Bohemia, 
presumably, my guess would be, as a sort of blackmail measure. H 
is very good at it. 

Senator Thurmond. All right. _ . , •, 

Mr Sourwine. I don’t mean to interfere if you have an unfinished 
point. If not, there is a point I want to bring out at this time. Are 
you at a good stopping place ? 

Mr. Bethel. I am. , , , , 

Mr Sourwine. You spoke about the several hundred witnesses you 
have talked to who have seen missiles. I take it most of these people 
were laymen so far as missiles are concerned ? They were not expeits 
in missiles ? 

Mr. Bethel. No, obviously not. . 

Mr. Sourwine. It must be rather difficult for a layman to try to idea- 
tify a missile. We even get conflicting reports of size Some people 
have difficulty in appraising size. Have you been able, from your 
hundreds of accounts, to reach what you believe to be a common mean 
of truth, allowing for human variations one way or another; or is 
this just a mass of information from which you can t. glean any solid 
f^cts 2 

a °Mr. Bethel. No, sir, I start by not believing them. I mean, this 
is basically the way I have interviewed people in that sense. In other 
words, prove it. 
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Now, out of the hundreds that have been interviewed, of course, 
only a score, a few score are credible in that sense. Quite often, you 
find people saying, “Well, a cousin of an uncle of a friend of mine 
saw this,” and so on. 

Mr. Sourwine. Only a few score are credible, or do you mean only 
a few score are completely credible? 

Mr. Bethel. Completely credible, so far I am concerned. 

Mr. Sourwine. You don’t mean to say that several hundred are 
incredible? 

Mr. Bethel. No, out of several hundred that I have talked to about 
missiles 

Mr. Sourwine. Only several score have completely credible stories ? 

Mr. Bethel. That have completely credible stories. 

Mr. Sourwine. But you did get 40 or more, maybe 50, completely 
credible stories ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, at least. 

Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead. 

Mr. Bethel. Another thing that you have to understand, or, rather, 
that we have to understand in dealing with the Cuban refugees these 
days, in view of the atmosphere of terror and Government informers 
that are part of his everyday life, when they come out of Cuba, they 
never know, really, whom they are talking to. 

I found an interesting thing, that some people say, this man who 
is a very good friend of mine saw such and such. You keep talking 
to this fellow, and you finally realize that lie means himself all the 
time, except that he is afraid to be identified with this particular iden- 
tification, if you know what I mean. 

Now, as to finding out what they know, there are various ways. For 
example, a man said he was standing in front of his house on a certain 
avenue in Miramai in Havana late at night. All the lights went out, 
which is true when they do move the missiles. So he stood in front of 
his house. 

Then you try to measure, what is the size of your block? In other 
words, what is the size of your property, how long is it? How do 
vou compare the missile to the size of that, your house? Using cul- 
verts, because I know this area pretty well, for example, I would ask 
him about a culvert which is nearby there — was the base of the mis- 
sile that large, was it smaller, and so on. 

In all instances, of course, they are covered with tarpaulins, and 
the suggestion has been made, well, gee whiz, there could be two small 
missiles on there 

This is not true. You do not transport missiles around like a bundle 
of cordwood. They are a very sensitive instrument, and furthermore, 
they are almost always accompanied with their crews, who ride in the 
forward part of the prime mover, which more often than not is a 
tractor-like vehicle. In other cases, it is a truck-like vehicle. 

Mr. Sourwine. I am beginning to gather that several different sizes 
of missiles have been seen. Is that your testimony ? 

Mr. Bethel. Oh, without question. There are air-breathing 

missiles. 

Mr. Sourwine. Up to liow r large a size? 

Mr. Bethel. One which I am still — I’ll take the extreme that I am 
still checking out — is 40 meters long. Forty meters long is 150 feet, 
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and that would be an ICBM. I don’t believe it, but perhaps I will 

a ^We I do have completely credible accounts of missiles between 80 

and 100 feet. Checking through— — 

Mr. Sourwine. How big around . M hat diametei . 

Mr. Bethel. Between 5 and 7 feet. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Those wouldn’t be ICBM s, would they ; 

Mr. Bethel. I should think so. You don’t know, really But one 
thing you do know, they are certainly not to be used inside of Cu a, lioi 
are they to be used in the Straits of Florida, because they have then 
other equipment, of course, and as near as we can determine, as near 
as I can determine by checking through pictures that have been pub- 
lished, and I have been reading several books on missiles, they look 
to be the T-2 and T-4 Russian IRBM, which has a range of between 
800 and 1,500 miles, depending on what your charge is— I mean, which 

one it is — the improved version or the first version. 

Mr. Sourwine. Was either one of those the missile ivhich was lo- 
cated in Cuba and caused the missile crises ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, apparently, it was the T-2— no, it couldn t have 
been the T-2. It had to be a T-4, 1 believe. . 

But that is very peculiar. I am not so sure, Mr. bourwme. _ V\ e 
had reports of 60-foot long missiles in Cuba at the time of the missile 
crisis. I have gone through publications and I certainly stand to be 
corrected on this if I am wrong— I want to give testimony, not non- 
sense. I don’t believe there were any missiles photographed, were 
there ? Only missile sites. 

Were there missiles? , , 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, I’m not testifying. My memory would be 
to the contrary. I think there were some air photos of missiles. 13ut 
if you have searched the records, I would accept your statement. 

Mr. Bethel. Thank you. . , , . 

Mr Sourwine. I am more concerned with trying to find out wliat 
type of missiles there were in Cuba at that tune and how they com- 
pare with these missiles that your evidence indicates are in Cuba now. 
Mr. Bethel. An interesting thing in that connection. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are they just as big now, or are they biggei, 01 

W MY Bethel. They are bigger. They are larger now, and some of 
them, of course, if indeed the reports which were printed at the time 
of 60- foot missiles are accurate, there are 60-foot missiles m Uiiba, 
and there are 100-foot missiles in Cuba. I don’t have any question 

are 60-foot missiles? ... . . 

Mr. Sourwine. And the missiles at the time of the missile cusis 

are 60-feet missiles ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is what has been reported ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. And you have one report of 150-foot missiles . 
Mr. Bethel. I do, and I am checking it out. _ . 

Mr. Sourwine. Which would not be an intermediate-range missile. 

It would be an intercontinental missile. . . A . . 

Mr. Bethel. That is right. This fellow is in Puerto Rico, and he 
should be here in a few days. I am still checking it out. 

On the point of the caves, or the burrowing 
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Mr. Sourwine. What is the size or diameter of a 100-foot ICBM, 
do you know ? 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. This report of the missile that has been seen that 
was 100 feet around, how big 

Mr. Bethel. It was — the 100-foot one? 

Mr. Sourwine. The 150-foot one. 

Mr. Bethel. Between 5 and 7 feet at the base. 

Mr. Sourwine. I am asking you about the 150-foot one. 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. You don’t know how big around it would be? 

Mr. Bethel. No; I don’t. I have only talked to him long distance 
by phone. He was very excited because this he said he had seen. 

Mr. Sourwine. You wouldn’t get a 150-foot ballistics missile 
through a 20-by-20-:foot tunnel very far if it curved a lot; would you? 

Mr. Bethel. Not all the tunnels are 20 by 20. Some of them are 
75 feet. 

Another interesting point on missile storage, I think it is highly 
revealing that A rtura Diaz Garcia, C uba’s foremost expert on ca ves, 
was forced into political asylum in the Uruguaya n and ~Mexjca n 
Embassies in 106 1, and Nunez Jimenez, who was t h e next top author ity 
oi lJJuba’s caves , and also one of the top functionaries in the Castro 
government, r efused to let the Me xkiaiLj in d_Xl r u gu ay an Govern ments 
l et him leave Cuba until 1 as tHec ember 23. 

JL h ot her worrlsYtlus man was moreTm portant toJsff&nJn e xile _.than 
President Ar riff j a ? or Fidel Ca stro’s owmsister, 

Juanita ( lasHo T^ He only got out last December 23 . I suggest that if 
he were brought to "the United States — he is waiting for a visa, I 
understand — I would think that he would, have some sensational infor- 
mation to give on Russian excavations and the caves, and so on. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you think that Senor Garcia may be in any 
danger, or do you think having been allowed to leave Cuba, and get 
as far as Mexico, he is safe now ? 

Mr. Bethel. My information is that he is under custody there, 
friendly custody, in Mexico. 

Mr. Sourwine. You are not fingering him when you tell us in public 
session that he is available and should have startling information? 

Mr. Bethel. I am sorry, what did you say ? 

Mr. Sourwine. I say, you are not putting the finger on him when 
you tell us he is available and should have startling information? 

Mr. Bethel. Oh, I don’t think so; no. He is well known through- 
out the hemisphere as the top speleologist, and certainly, the outstand- 
ing authority on Cuba’s caves. 

Mr. Sourwine. He was allowed by Cuba to leave last December. 
Wouldn’t that appear to indicate that the Cuban government feels that 
nothing he can do or say outside Cuba can hurt them ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, that could be, but my construction of that would 
be that the Russians are in Cuba, so permanently and so entrenched, 
and they have been moving around missiles so openly that it really 
doesn’t make any difference. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the difference between that and what I said ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, perhaps there is no difference. 
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Mr. Sourwine. You put the details in. Actually, I take it you do 
feel that the Cubans have a feeling they can be open about it now, or 
at least, that nothing this man can tell is going to hurt them ? 

Mr. Bethel. Apparently so. It could hurt, perhaps, but apparently 
they — you see, the Cubans have been trying for sometime to butterup 
to the Mexicans. It is the only link that they have today diplomati- 
cally, and commercially with the Latin American countries. Several 
months ago these relations were at a low ebb until the United States 
negotiated with Mexico to bring out some 2,000 American families. 

I think they came out, Diaz came out at about the same time that 
a small trickling of the American families were permitted to leave, 
around about that same time. 

What has been forgotten is that those 2,000 American families are 
still in Cuba. They let out, what— 05 of them? And every one of 
them were sworn to absolute secrecy about whatever they know, both 
by the Cuban government when they let them go, and by the American 
Government when they arrived. So this great big to-do last December 
that Castro was going : to let all of the Americans that he is holding as 
hostages, or whatever he is doing with them down there, that he is 
going to let them go, is nonsense. He let out 90 of them, took the steam 
out of the story, and the rest are still there. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do I understand you correctly that the U.S. Gov- 
ernment required U.S. citizens, 90 of them, coming into this country 
and having been finally released by Castro, to swear that they would 
not reveal what they knew about what has been going on in Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel, I think what they told them specifically was to keep 
their mouths shut, or go to 

Mr. Sourwine. Who fold them that? 

Mr. Bethel. The authorities when they came in. 

Mr. Sourwine. The immigration authorities? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; they did, and they said so because, “If you start 
talking, it is going to make it much more difficult for the balance of 
the Americans there to get out.” 

Mr. Sourwine. Were they required to take an oath on this, or 
just 

Mr. Bethel. No ; they were not required to take an oath. 

You see, only parts of families came out. This is how they operate. 
Only part came out, and they keep the other part to keep the part that 
came out quiet. 

Mr. Sourwine. Then I probably misunderstood you. I thought you 
said that they were required to swear not to talk about it. Were they 
required to swear, in Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel. I think it was a little more blunt than that, that if 
they started talking, their friends and relatives would soon start 
hurting. 

This is nothing new. 

Mr. Sourwine. How did you learn what they were told in Cuba if 
they were not allowed to talk ? 

Mr. Bethel. I mean publicly, for public consumption. For news- 
paper stories, is what I am getting at. Of course, they did talk, be- 
cause I have talked with them and they have told me what I told you. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know who these 90 Americans were? 
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Mr . Bethel. There is a list of them. It has been printed. 

Mr. Sourwine. You talked with a couple of them? 

Mr. Bethel. I talked with a couple of them; yes. They brought 
them into Yew Orleans, strangely enough. 

Mr Sourwine. What you are telling us is what they told you $ 
Mr! Bethel. Yes ; and I believed them. The fact remains that the 

rest of the Americans are still there. , , 

Mr Sourwine. We won’t ask for the names of the people who to L cl 
you this, because that might serve the purpose of bringing' reprisals 
on relatives. Two out of ninety is not much of an identification. 

I think it is important that what you have, though it is hearsay, 
it is first-degree hearsay, rather than a higher degree of hearsay. 

Go ahead. , . , , 

Mr. Bethel. I think that completes my testimony, unless you have 

fl M^S^otwine. Well, I don’t want to prolong this unduly, but I 
think there are perhaps a few questions that need to be asked. 

Mr Bethel I beg your pardon? I asked the Libraiy of Congiess 
to verify what I have earlier stated about the missiles. This is from 
the New York Times of 1962 : 


Most of the pictures prior to the Cuban missile crisis 
No, the pictures of the missile crisis are only of sites, none of missiles. 

The only picture of the Russian ship entering Cuba contained planes, not 
missiles. 

Senator Thurmond. I want to ask you this question : You said 

after the missile crisis in 1962, the first time that people saw missiles 
in Cuba was in February 1963. Those are missiles that had been left 
there, rather than new missiles introduced. 

Now, would you tell us the date that some people have seen the 
new missiles that were introduced ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, Senator, that has been going* on 

Senator Thurmond. The earliest date. . 

Mr Bethel. I am just trying to think, now. I think it was the 
summer and the fall of 1963; those were the first eyewitness, concrete 

Senator Thurmond. And in addition to the missiles which these 
people said were left there, never taken out after the missile cusis, and 
which they saw in 1963, some of those same people, or other people { 

Mr. Bethel. No. Other people. 

Senator Thurmond. Other people said they saw new missiles 

Mr. Bethel. Coming in. . A . . 

Senator Thurmond (continuing). Which had been brought m m 
the summer or fall of 1963 ? Same year ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. And these reports have continued sporadic- 

ally since that time. 

Senator Thurmond. Now, do you have many witnesses who have 
seen these missiles brought in? Could you tell us about them, what 
scale they have brought in, how often they are brought in, approxi- 
mately the number brought in ? Can you give us -any details on that? 

Mr. Bethel. I can give you details on one instance. This was in 
the fall of 1963. In fact it was right after the 26th of July, so it 
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would be about the first part of August 1963. A doctor m Matanzas, 
a very deep harbor port through which missiles have come before, 
have come into that area before-suddenly, a group of five Kus^an 
ships apparently had come in. The stevedores were all-the Cuban 
stevedores were taken away. The whole dock area was cordoned off, 
and the Russians themselves unloaded missiles. . 

Now, he didn’t personally see the unloading of these missiles. This 
is two different stories. But what he did was this : he was sitting 
the front porch of this house after the lights went bad, vent out. 

It was about 1 hours later, after the lights went out, that m front of 
his house came a convoy of five tractor-trailer 

missiles which he identified as being about 60 to 75 feet long. I his 
was in August, about the first week of August 1963. 

Senator Thurmond. Those were new missiles ? _ 

Mr. Bethel. Apparently, the ones that came in, yes. This was ins 

testimony. 

Senator Thurmond. Thank you. , .i.__ 

Mr. Sour wine. Do you have any basis for a judgment as to whether 
the missile capacity in Cuba or the missile stri ve po ' en ia < 

is now greater than, less than, or the same as it was before the so- 

Ca Mu BETHEU^irst, of all, Mr. Sourwine, I don’t believe anybody 
knows what the missile strike capability of the missiles was before the 
missile crisis. Forty-two were seen, photographed, leaving Cuba. 
What their missile strike capacity was, I have no idea, and 1 don t 

think that our intelligence people do, either. , , 

Second, judging from all of the reports we have had and the 
proliferation of missiles, different types and styles and varieties, and 
so on, I would say that the missile strike capacity must be consider- 
ably greater than they thought Cuba had at the time of the missile 

Mr Sourwine. Are these missiles still under Russian control? 

Mr! Bethel. Oh, yes. No Cubans are permitted anywhere near 

th Now, I am referring to— this is an interesting point, by the way, 
because Cubans are beginning to man the SAM sites. As a mattered 
fact, four units of surface-to-air missiles with Cuban crews were sent 
to Vietnam, and they are operating there. But only the Russians are 
permitted in these areas that I have referred to, m these cave aieas. 
They are cordoned off and this, and that. Only Russians, and nobody 
else is permitted in there, which would indicate that they are certainly 

n °Sectmlfy, the SAMS are so well known to be in Cuba that there 
would be absoltely no reason to be transporting SAMS around under 

cover of darkness. . 

Mr. Sourwine. Does Cuba have the same equipment with respect 
to the range-finding and pointing devices for their SAMS, the Rus- 
sian SAM missiles in Cuba, that have been furnished to \ letnam . 
Mr. Bethel. Apparently so, yes. ...... ^ 

Mr Sourwine. Are you aware of the fact that initially, the equip- 
ment furnished to the North Vietnamese was not of the most modern 
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and subsequently, they were furnished with a much more modern 
range by their pointing mechanism ? 

Mr. Bethel. I understand this, yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Which resulted in the increase in damage to the 
American air base. 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, I understand that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well then, are you saying it is this newer stuff that 
is in Cuba now ? 

Mr. Bethel. You are referring to SAMS ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have no basis for 

Mr. Bethel. I wouldn’t hazard a guess on this. I don’t know. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a matter of fact, it wouldn’t be a question of 
whether or not it was moved through darkness, but the so-called SAM 
missile is a different size from these you are reporting? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. For example, we will take pictures without cap- 
tions and ask people if they have seen this missile, or have you seen 
that missile, and so on. Now, everybody seems to be able to identify 
a SAM. I doubt very much if most of these people have really seen a 
SAM, because the SAM sites are located out, actually, and actually it 
is antiaircraft batteries in protection of the larger missiles. 

As a matter of fact, John McCone began to believe there were in 
fact IRBM missiles in Cuba, simply because they were SAMS, and 
there would be no reason or SAMS unless the IRBM’s were there. 

Mr. Sourwine. Explain that so that it is very clear. 

Mr. Bethel. Well, John McCone was the head of the CIA at the 
time of the missile crisis. He learned about the SAM sites and he 
became very concerned about them. This is at a time when we were 
using this definition of what is defensive, what is offensive, and so on. 
Of course, the SAM being an antiaircraft missile, it was considered 
to be defensive. 

However, he had just gotten married and apparently went to 
France on his honeymoon and sat over there and thought about this 
whole situation. He said to himself, it does not make any sense to 
have SAM’s in Cuba unless they are there to protect the larger 
missiles. 

He came back and made this reconstruction to the intelligence com- 
munity and to the President and to others, and his thesis was con- 
sidered logical. This was way before, of course, they ever sighted 
the missiles themselves. 

Now, if indeed, John McCone was correct in his analysis at that time, 
it would appear to me it would be no less correct to apply it in this 
instance. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you think the presence of SAM’s in North Viet- 
nam indicates the presence of intermediate range ballistics missiles 
there ? 

Mr. Bethel. I don’t know. The type of SAM’s that they have in 
North Vietnam, as I understand it, is they are not — I mean most of 
them are mobile units. They are not the fixed types that they had 
in Cuba at the time of the missile crisis. 

And actually* the construction, as I recall* and I am just recalling 
from memory of those SAM sites, indicated that they were there 
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precisely to protect a given area. In that area was the Candelaria 

Base and so on. . 

Mr. Sourwine. When you get right down to it, there isn t anybouy 
that you know of that can testify under oath in absolute credibility 
either that there is or is not an intercontinental ballistic missile in 
Cuba, isn’t that right? 

Mr. Bethel. No, I don’t think that anybody in their right mind can 
possibly, from what I have seen thus far, identify, say that this is a 
certain type of missile. What we have, of course, is simply the con “ 
struction of events, what they saw, measuring them and so forth and 
giving the pictures and coming up with a conclusion. 

But I think it is quite obvious that the Russian tunneling, the 
tremendous amount of tunneling, their use of Cuba’s caves and so forth, 
indicate that there has to be some use to this cave tunneling system 
other than use for conventional weapons. 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, that is a matter of speculation. 

With several hundred people talking to you about having seen mis- 
siles and with 50 or more of them credible, how is it that we have not 
read any stories about this in the newspapers ? . 

Mr. Bethel. Well, to a large extent, I think that the missile story 
has been dead and I think it has been dead for a number of reasons. 
One is that it has just simply passed out of public consciousness, 
claims that missiles are in Cuba are uniformly met with a statement 
from the State Department saying that we have no proof that there 
are missiles in Cuba. But I would like to say this, or I would like to 
sort of pose this question in a way. I cannot, myself, state categori- 
cally that there are IRBM’s or ICBM’s in Cuba any more than the 
State Department can claim categorically that they are not there. 

Mr. Sourwine. I don’t guess any of us can state categorically that 
there is no green cheese on the moon, either. 

Mr. Bethel. That is right. 

Senator Thurmond. As I understood your statement, though, you 
said that people, numbers of people, had told you there were missiles 
there? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. . ^ 

Senator Thurmond. In February 1963, missiles that were left 

there? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. Numbers of other people have told you that 
there were new missiles introduced there which they saw in the sum- 
mer and fall of 1961? 

Mr. Bethel. That is true— no, summer and fall of 1963. 

Senator Thurmond. 1963 ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. . . , 

Senator Thurmond. Those are eyewitnesses, I understood you to 

say? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. Who actually saw the missiles ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. . , ,, 

Senator Thurmond. So there is no hearsay; they actually saw 

them ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Thurmond. I just wanted to be sure. 

Mr. Bethel. Where the problem comes up is in the specific identifi- 
cation of types and the uniform statement from the 

Senator Thurmond. I understand, they did not go into details about 
the kinds, but they were missiles. They may have been IRBM’s or 
ICBM’s or they may have borne some other designation ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir ; but there is no question that there are missiles 
in Cuba of the size and variety that I have described. I am satisfied 
that they are true. 

Senator Thurmond. And these were not surface to air missiles — 
that is, SAM’s— that knock down planes, but these, as I understood it 
from your testimony— maybe you said it, maybe you did not — were 
the often sieve-type missiles ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. Is that correct or not ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. The characteristics are entirely dif- 
ferent between a SAM and a 

Senator Thurmond. I understand. 

Mr. Sourwine. What I was trying to get at is you have as many 
reports as you say — and I don’t question your statement. I think 
you are trying to tell us honestly what you know and be careful to 
distinguish. But how can there be 50 people whom you find wholly 
credible and several hundred people who say they saw missiles and no 
stories in the paper ? Is there any indication — you are a newspaper- 
man. Is there any indication here of subversion? Is somebody sit- 
ting on this story ? You said it was dead. Is it dead or is somebody 
sitting on it ? 

Mr. Bethel. I think 

Mr. Sourwine. D o these people talk to you b utnot t o newspapers, 
01 ^ do they talk to ne wspa pers auH tRcjift^ -X- 

fi ncl the latter incredib le. I think if they talked t ^ tipwq- 

pa pers would print the stori es. 

MT. Bethel" I t is a combination of both . 
r It is very difficult to generate any interest any longer in missiles in 
) Cuba, because time after time when people do in fact report this in 
| the newspaper, they are met with a uniform, al most stereotyp ed state- 
S nent from State and Defense on missile s. As a newspaperman, what 
doTyoiTdo ? 

There is something much more serious that I have learned from wit- 
nesses I have talked to whose names cannot possibly be made public, 
that there is actual pressure being brought against them n ot to talk 
publ icly. 

Mr. Sourwine. Bv whom ? 

Mr. Bethel. Bv the intelligence_comm unitv in Miami, apparently 
) orders from Washingt on . 

Mr.^SoriRWTNE. Ky thp. IT^i-nfp.llio’pripp. community? 

Mr. Bethel. Y es r th e yju£to^ ta lk" 

As a matter of fact, there are various subterfuges used. Th ey offer 
them jobs : -snv, lookjrpep your moutli shut a nd^Q^p n and welviil get 
soj m. Th is is quite often used asasuBt erf uge TxTkeep 
them nuiet. ' - — 
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Mr. Sourwine. You are telling us there is official intimidation an d 

jL P-pftrmnri^in^ii^PTnp!^^ fn Wp Tvyfpgp.Pfi Vnr>w about SL mis- 

A site threat t.Q-tli£L.United St ates ..t,o telLn a,.what they knn ssJ 

Mr. Bethel. "What I am telling you is that I hav e credible reports 
to that effect. ves.‘ sir. ‘ ‘ “ ‘ 

Mr. Sourwine. By credible, that means you believe it? 

Mr. Bethel. I do. 

You see, how else can you explain — again we have to have, apart 
from facts, some logical construction. How else can you explain the 
absolute failure of the United States to do anything with regard to 
Cuba in view of the forward march of subversion into Latin America ? 

I have just mentioned earlier, I have 16 legal sized pages of what 
subversion and terror is doing in Latin America. Secretary 
McNamara has made very strong statements to the effect that should 
Cuba ever become or export its revolution and so on, the United States 
would take prompt and effective action. That has not happened. 
Yet the proof is here that this is growing and growing and growing. 

Mr. Sourwine. You told us how many guerrillas were being trained 
in Cuba every month. What was that figure ? 

Mr. Bethel. No, a year, about 10,000 a year. 

Mr. Sourwine. These are guerrilla fighters from other countries of 
Latin America brought to Cuba for their training and then presum- 
ably go home and raise hell ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is right. Not presumably, admittedly. 

Mr. Sourwine. I don’t want to move you from this subject too 
rapidly, but there is one more point I want to cover before we recess 
and the Chair has indicated the approximate recess time is 12 :30. 

Is there anything you want to say before we move ? 

Mr. Bethel. No. 

Senator Thurmond. Let me ask one question before you leave that. 

Be fore we leave this p ointyhmif has the Pentagon, State 

^apartment, orJjjA_be ^i notified about these up shifts t hat you talked 
a bout today, to your knowledge ? 

j\lr. Bethel. J^o titled by whom ? JBv me. ? 

Senator Thurmond . By anyon e ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, /Key/ have a very large intelligence screening 
group in Miami tTiat s creens the ref n gees. 

Senator TiiurmondT Who has? 

Mr. Bethel. I think all the in telligence people . You have the 
jQ-^uL. CIAx DIA , and so on. They sc reen them when th ey cnme-.-m. 

Senator Thurmond. S_o you are confident that this infprmatinnJi as 
.gotten lo the St ate De partment and the Fen t a gon a ncTth e CIA? 

Mr. B ETH el . "U ga nr say this , th^rTlim confident th e information is 
ceipi i ill y --i n _ fh p. . 1 1 n u dj lol tJieTntelligence communityTyesrsirr * — 

i\Ir. Sourwine. I mig ht be ontjof place. M r. ( AiMrnpny hnl with the 
Chair’s permission . I will point out that information being in the po s- 
session of the intellig ence .community and reaching the State D epart- 
ment are not necessarily the sarnTTlim g! We. hnw. had evidence nf 
very important information which we know reache d-!, he intelligence 
cdim mi Ally, but apparently never ren eherUn nyhnrl yU f.he. Stnt^ 
J PepartmenT 

Mr. Bethel. I Ih iolcMf I am not out of line on this, I think th at 
the decision to mak^hese-st^ianients is political. " 
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Senator Thurmond. Jk_what? . . 

Mr. Bethel. I think the decision is political. not iust . intelligen ce. 
Tfv yp. nrp. mo ving t.o wnrrl, as we appear to_kfi. .aiL .accaaim.Q.cln.tion with 
rhf T'Bnssinn base in the Caribbean, then obviously, a ny^ disrupting 
information might upset this clel icat^b9iSi lc ^» I ana certain in my 
'own mind that this is a poIiticaTdecision relating to the whole busi- 
ness of accommodation with the Soviet Union, plus the possibility 
that they are operating under the threat of nuclear blackmail. 

Senator Thurmond. Do you have any estimate now of the number 
of Eussians, of Soviets, in Cuba ? . t 

Mr. Bethel. No, sir, that is impossible. X have tried very hard. 
What I can say is this, that there are two Eussian cities in Cuba. One 
is located in Kohly, which is a section of Havana, and another one 
is located in Santiago or near Santiago, which is the eastern part of 
the island, near El Cobre and Santiago City. They have huge radio 
towers for direct communication with Russia and they live there 
they are Russian cities. . 

Senator Thurmond. Why do you call them Russian cities ( Bo only 

Russians live there ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. . 

Senator Thurmond. Are they predominate there or what ( 

Mr. Bethel. No, only Russians live in those areas. 

It is very much like Japan after the occupation, m which you had, 
vou know, American cities, like Washington Heights m Tokyo, m 
which a whole area was American. This is true m Kohly section. 

An interesting thing, too, about ICohly, next to Havana, is that the 
cliffs of the Almendares Eiver, which are right m the Kohly area, all 
have tunnels, huge, enormous tunnels, that lead out to Managua base. 
Apparently, this is in the event that something happens and they 
can get out to the airbase and out. I don’t know. . . , 

Senator Thurmond. Would you say the Eussians in Cuba number 
in the hundreds, in the thousands, or just how would you place them . 

Mr. Bethel. Certainly they would number m the thousands. 
There is not much question of that, perhaps the tens of thousands. 

Senator Thurmond. Tens of thousands ? , . — * . 

Mr. Bethel. But it is so difficult, Senator, to determine, because 
they are always on the move. You will find them at El Americano 
Farm working like mad. Suddenly they disappear. We know they 
have underground barracks located throughout this area of Pmar de 
Eio Province, which are stocked with food, water, everything else, 
entire underground barracks located there. 

Then they pull out and leave for a period, apparently on maneuvers. 

Senator Thurmond. They have underground barracks? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir, they do. 

Senator Thurmond. They have a powerful antenna and communi- 
cations systems that are used for transmitting information back to 
Eussia ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is true. 

Senator Thurmond. Are you certain of that? 

Mr. Bethel. Oh, yes, we have monitored some of the broadcasts. 

Senator Thurmond. They are manning the missiles there . 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, they are, without question. 
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Senator Thurmond. They are manning the surface-to-air missiles 
there ? 

Mr. Bethel. No. I think the Cubans to a large extent, have taken 
over the SAM’s. 

Senator Thurmond. Tell us what else they are doing in Cuba be- 
sides manning the offensive missiles and communicating intelligence 
back to Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Bethel. Of course, they operate this high sea’s fishing fleet 
which is based in Cuba. They control absolutely the economy. 

Senator Thurmond. They control the economy of the whole coun- 
try ? 

Mr. Bethel. Of the whole country, yes. Cuba is just a figure of 
speech right now, actually. 

Senator Thurmond. Is Soviet Russia really controlling the coun- 
try of Cuba, would you say ? 

Mr. Bethel. Oh, absolutely. They control the postal system, they 
control the INRA, the national institute of agrarian reform. They 
have taken over the metallurgical institute where, incidentalty, they 
have been searching for fissionable material for 2 years. They con- 
trol the control laboratory, they control the communications. The 
Russians are just in control, period. 

Senator Thurmond. In other words, is Castro a figurehead? 

Mr. Bethel. Castro is never a figurehead. I think it would be go- 
ing too far to say that because of the nature of the man. However, 
he is effectively in the Soviet pocket, yes. 

Senator Thurmond. In other words, he is working hand in hand 
with the Soviets in controlling Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel. Oh, yes. 

Senator Thurmond. But the Soviet policies are the ones that con- 
trol, is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Bethel. That is correct. 

Senator Thurmond. In other words, Castro is helping carry out 
the Soviet policies, to implement them ? 

Mr. Bethel. Well, he is a part of it. 

Senator Thurmond. Well, I say he is the instrument through which 
the Soviet policies are implemented ? 

Mr. Bethel. Not through him exactly ; no, sir. 

Castro — maybe we had better come back again. They have to have 
a national leader and they have got it and they have got a very effec- 
tive one. But in terms of running the country, Castro does not run 
the country. 

As a matter of fact, you can make a good case that he never did. 

Senator Thurmond. Who runs the country? 

Mr. Bethel. The Russians and the Communist Party, the central 
committee of the Cuban Communist Party. 

Senator Thurmond. Under whose direction? 

Mr. Bethel. Nominally, Castro is the chairman, occupying a posi- 
tion comparable to this bi-bit that Brehsnev and Kosygyn have as the 
first secretary of the Communist Party. They have the Politburo 
now, exactly as in Russia. He, of course, has that. 

But in terms of general policy direction, we just can’t get away 
from the fact that everything that the Russians have done since they 
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moved into Cuba, and I mean moved in, m 1960 and 1961, has i been 
military in nature. Everybody wears uniforms. _ Everybody s got 
rifles. They are training Congolese, they are training Tanzanians 
in these camps. They are training Eritreans. 

Senator Thurmond. Who is training guerillas that go into Central 
and South America, the Soviets or Cubans? ... , , QQri 

Mr. Bethel. It is a combination. \ letcong instructors lme been 
there now for 3 years. They are really the ones that do the basic 
training of warfare. The Vietcong have been there for a long time. 

Senator Thurmond. You mean the trained Vietnamese ‘ 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, the Vietnamese. , , . 

Senator Thurmond. Who would train those that would go to Gua- 
temala, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador ? . . -- 

Mr. Bethel. It is a combination of Vietcong, Red Chinese, Rus- 
sians. And also Spanish Communists have been used m this very 

effectively. , . „ 

Senator Thurmond. As I construe what you are saying, then, 
Castro is a figure, their political figure, that dominates Cuba 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. , , . , , . 

Senator Thurmond (continuing). But that he is working hand in 
hand with the Soviets, whom he has allowed to come in and get control 
of the economy, the industry, the farming, and practically every face 
of the life of the people? . 

Mr. Bethel. Unquestionably, that is right. 

On the other hand, Senator, I believe this, that if Castro were shot 
tomorrow, this whole glue house, I think would come unstuck. 

Senator Thurmond. You think what? 

Mr. Bethel. I think this whole house of glue would come unstuck 
if he were shot tomorrow. He is an essential charimatic ingredient, 
I think, to this entire Communist control of Cuba. Others will un- 
doubtedly disagree with me on this. This is a matter open for debate, 
certainly. 

But on the other hand, this fellow is very useful. He is very use- 
ful to the Russians. _ 

Senator Thurmond. He is very useful to the Soviets « 

Mr. Bethel. Very much so. 

QounfAn , TTTrTT>'\-rnArn Anri thev would Sllflter 


j . i ru™ 


lost him? 

Mr. Bethel. A tremendous loss. 

Senator Thurmond. Because they are working through him to carry 
out their orders, so to speak? , 

Mr. Bethel. Chiefly because of the hold that he has on the people. 
It is not a hold that he has so much, except that a lot of people still 
believe in this country that this is a nationalist sort of thing., lhe 
only thing they can cling to, many of the people down there,, is this 
figure of Fidel. In many respects, of course, he has been a traitor, no 

less a quisling than Quisling. , , _ r . r « .1 

Senator Thurmond. In other words, he has been a quisling tor the 
Soviets? 

Mr. Bethel. That is right. . _ ^ . . -n i ^ 

They are developing other quislings in South America, Feclro Me- 
dina in Venezuela, Manuel Mannuit and Flavio Bravo m Columbia 
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and so on. So they are following the original theme that developed 
out of Cuba, that is to develop local indigenous leaders. . 

Senator Thurmond. Here the difference being that in Cuba, they 
are in control, whereas in other countries, they are not in control. 

Mr. Bethel. Not yet, they intend to be. 

Senator Thurmond. I understand they are working toward that 
end. 

l\f r Bethel "Y" es 

Senator Thurmond. Now, as I construe what you say, the Soviets 
are calling the shots, giving the orders ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. , . . 

Senator Thurmond. And they are cracking the whip and their 

orders are carried out ? 

^Mr Bethel "Yes sir. 

Senator Thurmond. And they are in effect exercising control of 
the country of Cuba in its economy and its people ? 

JYfr Bethel "Yes sir. 

What they hope eventually is to develop an institutionalized dicta- 
torship so that they can retire and pull out of there, is my guess, an 
then have Cubans, of course, fighting. This is a long time Commu- 
nist tactic. You very seldom find Russian soldiers fighting for a 
cause or for their country. What you do find, though, is that they 
have these trained agents. This is precisely the wars of national li 

eration, so-called. , . ,, , 

Senator Thurmond. Now, from the intelligence that you have 
gathered, and you seem to have gathered a great deal or it, what is 
Soviet Russia’s purpose in being there? Is it to spread communism 
throughout Central and South America, is it to spread communism 

throughout the United States, or both ? 

Mr Bethel Well, I think the United States is the ultimate target, 
the final target. But let’s not forget that they not only set up an or- 
ganization there to carry out subversion of Latin America, but Africa 
and Asia as well. . . 

Senator Thurmond. African nations s . 

Mr. Bethel. African and Asian. They have the three _contments 
that they are dedicated openly, officially, and volubly to do in. lhe 
three continents they are going to do in are Asia, Africa, and Lati 
America. 

Senator Thurmond. Asia, Africa and Latin America ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes. This is why they call it the tncontmental con- 
ference. Out of that came the tri continental organization. In Latin 
America, this is carried out through what is called the LASO, Latin 
America Solidarity Organization. This, in turn, has a secretariat. 
It is very well planned and set up, headed by Pedro Medina Silva, 
who is president of it. They have five nations, Communists 
from five nations, including Puerto Rico, by the way, included on this 
bodv Through this body flows all of the equipment and so forth that 
the Russians are sending to Cuba and from there, transshipped into 
Latin America. The Soviets provide the propaganda line lor radio 
broadcasts. The Soviets provide— well, they just provide everything. 
Of course, they stay behind the screen and operate with the Latins m 
front of what they call the wars of national liberation. 
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Africa ancl Asia are not so well defined because of the background 
of Chinese suzerainty over those two continents. But apparently, the 
two continental organizations previously controlled by the Chinese are 
now being brought, into this tricontinental organization in Havana 
What we have, really, is a base for the subversion of the entire world 
to expand Vietnam-type wars throughout the world, located right m 

Havana. How is that possible? . , „„„ 

Well, how that is possible, unfortunately, is because of an exchange 
of letters between the late President Kennedy and Khrushchev, dated 
October 27, 1962, in which the United States not only gave guarantees 
never to invade Cuba, but also to see to it that no other country m this 

^This Ini's been printed and published as well in Castro’s new organs, 

absolutely, the whole background, the letters and so on. -p • 

Senator Thurmond. This is a correspondence between former Presi- 
dent, Kennedy . _ , . 

Mr. Bethel. And Nikita Khrushchev. 

Senator Thurmond. Th at the , United States would not distur b com- 
munism in Cuba a nd would not permit any other country to digturb it ! 
Mr. BETHbhT USdis ri g ht. 

Senator Thurmond. That was the effect of it, was it . 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir; that is true, it was stated specifically, these 

P °Now, apart from the legality, whether we can guarantee 

Senator Thurmond. Our country has never made any announce- 
ment to that effect, has it ? 

Mr. Bethel. Not to my knowledge ; no, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. I have never seen it. 

Mr. Bethel. It is printed on pages 45 and 46 of the November 2 
issue of Bohemia, 1962. 

Senator Thurmond. Of the what? 

Mr Bethel. November 2 issue of Bohemia, 19b2. _ 

Senator Thurmond. Tell us what publication that is? 

Mr. Bethel. This is the official Castro publication. The exchange 
is printed tliere and it can be read. 

(The material referred to follows : ) 

[From Bohemia magazine, Havana, Cuba, Nov. 2, 1967, p. 45] 

Washington (Pbensa Latina) .-President John F. Kennedy responded to the 
letter sent yesterday by the Prime Minister of the Soviet Union, etc. etc. 

I 2 * * * * * * * * 11 t'ou wmii^agree^to^: remove these weapons systems from Cuba under appro- 
priate United Nations observation and supervision ; and undertake, with suit- 
able safeguards, to halt the further introduction of such weapons systems into 

2 We on our part, would agree — upon the establishment of adequate arrange- 

ments through the United Nations to ensure the carrying out and continuation 

of these commitments a) to remove promptly the quarantine measures now in 

effect and b) give assurances against an invasion of Cuba. I am confident that 

other’ nations of the Western Hemisphere will be prepared to do the same. 

Senator Thurmond. I believe Castro made some statement here 

within the past few weeks that there were agreements entered into 

at that time that the Americanpeople did not know about. That was 

the effect of his statement. Could this be what you think he was 

referring to at that time ? 
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Mr. Bethel. Undoubtedly, yes. Perhaps you are referring to the 
article that appeared by Lockwood in the Playboy magazine^ lie 
went down and had an interview with Castro. I think what Castro 
said was there were a number of international agreements made that 
nobody has talked about yet. He said that even though the United 
States was under apparently no obligation to accept this agreement, 
because the parallel agreement that there would be on-site inspection 

had been aborted. . . . 

Nevertheless, he said, de facto they do accept it in this country. And 

of course, the man is right. 

Now I would like to— apart from the paper agreement, there is 
definite proof that this indeed did happen, because on March 17 of 
1963, a Cuban exile group made an attack on Cuba. On March 30, 
another Cuban group attacked Cayo Frances and sank a Russian ves- 
sel the Baku, an oil vessel as I remember. The next day, Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy sent 600 agents into Miami, would not permit 
any Cuban exile leader to leave Dade County, which is the Greater 
Miami area. The Coast Guard was beefed up by 20 percent— I think 
it is the 7th Coast Guard in that area— with instructions to prevent any 

attacks whatsoever from whatever area against Cuba. 

At that same time, we called upon the British in the Bahamas to 
-join with us in preventing any attacks whatsoever on the high seas, 
which to me is piracy— I don’t 'believe we have that right— in any area 
at all. This policy has not wavered since that time. It was precisely 
for this reason that. Jose Mira Cardona, who was president of the 
Council, broke with the President and resigned . 

Senator Thurmond. Is what you are saying, that former Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy at that time pursued that course in con- 
sonance with this agreement entered into by President Kennedy and 
Khrushchev that this country would not only not attack communism 
in Cuba but would not permit any other country to do it ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir; that is accurate. 

As a matter of fact, it has been reported that Senator Kennedy 
drafted the letter for the President’s signature, the one that was 

RCC 6 Dt 6 (l 

{$ Mr. Sourwine. V 1 ’ rilunvmniij m.ay T - nn p wrifr tlia kwmai'B getting 
Drp. tf.y fnr afi ddA^m fhis cxmimif.f p.p.’.sjjj vh(]\ cii on . 

en at 01 _i f_ wp, . aueuaiLJiot. Tlid ^concej ns 
flip, internal s^n^Hv TTr>if,pr| States. If we allow com munism 

to remain in Cuba and don’t permit. an~yb6Hy _Blse_tQ- dist urb co m- 


LU ltuiitii ii 1 1 i yyit^a turn. . ■ — 

mnniRm there, it. seems to me it might affect our security . 

‘- ^SffTBETHE L. There is another thing which relates to our promise 
not to permit countries in this hemisphere to attack Cuba. That is 
the absolute failure of the United States, the rejection of the United 
States, to even put Cuba on the. agenda of the upcoming President’s 
conference, which is to take place, I think, in April. The United 
States will not discuss Cuba, won’t even discuss it. 


No. 2, and perhaps even more “insidious” — -this is a descriptive 


wor d— we are trying to restrict arms to countries in Latin America 
that are right now under tremendous subversion and attacks from 
every quarter, from Cuban-based subversion. Now, it. has been stated 
that we will not send such things as jot planes and helicopters and 
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thin os of that type to these countries because of an alleged arms race 
in Latin America. Well, Senator, this is dishonest. What arms race 
in Latin America? Who is about to attack whom? Nobody is. 

I think you will find the genesis of this m the agreement that ve 
are not. going to permit any country to attack Cuba. 

Now, last week, the brother of the Foreign Minister of \ enezuela 
was kidnaped and then shot, and Venezuela really blew skyhigh. He 
was shot by the very same FLAN supporters from Cuba. 1 he ap- 
parent fear, and here I am editorializing, is that they do not want- 
to crive any of the Latin American countries m the Caribbean weapons 
of a possible range that could reach Cuba. If one of these countries 
really got mad and decided to retaliate against Cuba, they would have 

nothing to retaliate with. ) ^ , 

Senator Thurmond. We are going to have to s^p now. 4 ou spoke 
about a letter written by President Kennedy on October Ji, 196- 1 
believe you said this letter contained a statement that we would not 
disturb communism in Cuba and would not permit anybody else to 
do it? 

Mr. Bethel. This is accurate. . . . „ ... , 

Senator Thurmond. How do you know this letter was written : 

Mr. Bethel. The letter was printed in UPI, m I rensa Latina, 
was in fact published in a document of the Cuban Government. Cer- 
tainly they believe it to be accurate. I have not seen it published 
elsewhere, but I think if the chain of events which is followed, fol- 

lowed the exchange of letters , , . , A 

Senator Thurmond. But you did see this letter published 

Mr. Bethel. In Bohemia ; yes, sir. 

Senator Thurmond. In that news media . 

Senator Thurmond. Have you heard it contradicted by our Gov- 
ernment by any one of official standing . 

Mr. Bethel. No, sir; not at all. 

Senator Thurmond. We will take a recess now until 2 .60. 
(Whereupon, at 12 :45 p.m., the committee recessed, to reconvene 

at 2:30 p.m., on the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Senator Dodd (presiding). We will resume the hearing. > 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Bethel, at the conclusion of the morning ses- 
sion, I said there was just one point that I wanted to cover. That 
is with regard to the thing you barely mentioned, the Cub an, I tl 
in your words, search for nuclear capacity, words to that effect. 

What can you tell us about the Cuban atomic capability, and P° " 
tial, particularly with respect to weapons, but overall, msofar y 

know? TEST im 0NY OF PAUL BETHEL— Resumed 

Mr Bethel. Well, we know that there have been several confer- 
ences of atomic and other scientists in Cuba from Soviet bloc com - 
over tlm past year. The most recent conference of scientists, 
and I don’t say they are all atomic scientists, surely, was in Decembei 
i son GPip-nf.ifit.s from nine Soviet bloc countries. 
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They came to Cuba for very broadly defined, which is to say, obscure, 

16 Every so-called technician that comes to Cuba is never, of course, 
a military technician. He is an agricultural technician, he is this, 
he is that, he is the other thing. But the fact remai^hatCibas 
agricultural economy remains stagnant and there has been leiy little 
done in that field. So much of this is really construction. 

Then on January 15, we have a hint; Castro’s newspaper, Granina, 
published a picture of members of Russia’s State Committee on ^toimc 
Energy. The headline, “Collaboration Between Cuba and the U.S.S. . 

on thePeaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. committee 

Mr. Sourwine. Were any of the members of that Soviet committee 

in Cuba? Was that the idea ? ,, 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; they were there, apparently— not all. _ 

Mr. Sourwine. The entire Soviet State Committee on Atomic En- 

ergy was in Cuba ? 

Mr. Bethel. Yes, sir. 

Mr BETHEL N They were headed by its First Vice President, a fellow 
identified by the name of Monojov— M-o-n-o-j-o-v, was the way it w< - 

SP AlslTnterest3renough, it had an Under Secretary for Foreig^ 
Relations of the State Committee on Atomic Energy. I • th nk, speak 
ing editorially, it would be naive of us to believe that the Russians are 

th Now° : the p C reblem U seems to be this : the State Department is pushing, 
has been piing for quite sometime, a treaty for of the 

among the nations of the Western Hemisphere. The 
treaty, “Treaty for Denuclearization of Latin- America, hints tl < 

certainly, Cuba la the only 
country that has a nuclear strike potential. It seems, therefore, a 

^Mn’^OKtvtNE^You^ay Cuba has a nuclear strike potential? Do 
you mean that, or do you mean they have a potential for the develop- 

m Mr°BETHEU WeThink — I think— I think both things, really. 

Mr. Sourwine. A strike potential, if you will excuse me ^oukl seem 
to connote the existence, in being, of nuclear warheads and the method 
of delivery. Do you think Cuba lias that? , . , . 

Mr. Bethel. Yes ; I do. We covered that in this morning s session. 
I think that in view— mind you, I said potential now. Y\ e know 
Mr Sourwine. You think there are atomic warheads in Cuba* 

Mr Bethel. There would be no other reason, it appears to me, to 
have missiles of the size and description that we had this morning 

unless indeed, they were capable of doing that. . 

In fact of course, they do. There are surface-to-surface missiles 
of a raime from 8 to 20 miles, which have been acknowledged to be in 
Cuba by" our Defense Department, which do definitely have a nuclear 
strike Potential. They can use either conventional warheads or nu- 
clear warheads. This is admitted and a matter of public knowledge. 
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Now, the United States, as you know, is preparing to negotiate a 
pact with the Russians to ban the worldwide spread of nuclear weap- 
ons. What they presumably hope is that within the context ot this 
negotiation with Russia, Russia will accept the Latin American ti ea y. 

Now, there in one stumbling block to this, ot course. That is, that 
Cuba has consistently refused to sign any treaty which would prevent 

Cuba from using nuclear weapons, or nuclear energy. . 

So the way I would construct it is the Russians are using Cuban 
sovereignty, and I put “sovereignty” in quotes, to be the reluctant 
dragon” in these negotiations. Apparently, in view of the back- 
oround of stated Soviet designs on Latin America, I think that ex- 
pectations that Russia would respect such a treaty would be down- 
right foolish because the treaty itself calls for on-site inspection. 

Mr Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I don’t mean to shut the witness on, 
but I ask the Chair to consider whether this committee should take 
testimony on the subject of a treaty. We have no jurisdiction over 1 . 

Senator Dodd. I think we ought not to get into that. It is not com- 
pletely within our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Bethel. All right, sir. . . , , 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any further information about the 
physical facts of atomic capacity or research in Cuba ! 

Mr Bethel. Well, yes. We know, or I know, for example, that the 
central laboratory of Cuba, which is funded by the Soviets, has been 
working for years in searching for fissionable materials within u c . 
They have a Czech professor identified as Kolinskey, who has been m 
charge of this for some time. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is all, sir ? 

Mr'. So™ine. I' have just one more question. In all of the people 
you have interviewed with regard to missiles, have you talked to a. v 
body who claimed to have seen any of the supporting equipment, ap- 
paratus, part of the complex for missiles, being moved out ot Cuba at 

^MrUI ethel. No, sir ; I have not. Not out of Cuba; no. _ 

Mr Sourwine. You told us, I believe, this morning, about missiles 
being in one place and then being in another place, turning up on-site, 
and turning up to be shipped, and they were allegedly pulled out, but 
nobody saw them in transit. Now, did anybody ever see any ox the 
supporting complex shipped out, that you know of s 

Mr. Bethel. No, sir. . __ • 

Mr. Sourwine. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman, of this 

^Senator Dodd. Thank you very much, Mr. Bethel. 

Mr Sourwine. I should like to offer, if Mr. Bethel has no objection, 
for the appendix of the record, an article which we have discovered 
here which Mr. Bethel, in his modesty, did not tell us about, written by 
him and appearing in the National Review of February 196 <. 

I think it is pertinent to his testimon} 7 . 

Senator Dodd. It may be in the appendix. , i in v 

(The article referred to will be found m the appendix at p. 1161.) 
Senator Dodd. That is a vote. We will have to suspend. 

Mr Sourwine. The chairman said he would suspend the hearing 
until his return. He meant, I am sure, to excuse this witness. 
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If you have some place to go, sir, you may be excused. 

Mr. Bethel. Thank you, sir. 

(Whereupon, there was a short recess.) 

(The testimony of three other witnesses who appeared subsequent 
to the recess— Antoni Apud, Emilio Nunez-Portundo, and Bernado 
Benes — is printed in part 17 of this series on “Communist Threat to 
the United States Through the Caribbean.”) 
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APPENDIX I 


[Article in Castro’s Bohemia magazine, Nov. 9, 1962] 

Talks held between Acting Secretary General U Thant and Fidel Castro and 
President Dorticos, which took place on October 30 and 31. 

Headlines introducing article : 

“We Want Peaceful Solutions With Dignity” — Fidel— “Today More Than Ever 
I am Proud to be a son of The Cuban People.” (article opens) : “The Negotia- 
tions and Discussions in Turn of Each of Our Five Points is What Will Bring 
About the Immediate Disappearance of the Risks of War.” 

Introduction to article : “The Appearance of Dr. Fidel Castro, Prime Minister 
of the Revolutionary Government, and First Secretary of the ORI, before the 
cameras and microphones of National Television to explain to the people of Cuba 
the talks carried out with the Secretary of the UN, U Thant, and the prevailing 
condition of the crisis caused by the naval blockade imposed by the United 
States ” 

The piece lists as panelists of a sort of “Meet the Press” format Carlos Franqui, 
director of Revolution ; Raul Valdes Vivo, Hoy ; Gregorio Ortega, Director of 
the National Institute of Radio Broadcasting. Moderator is Luis Gomez Wan- 
guemert, director of El Mundo. Wanguemert commences program, saying that 
all radio-TV stations in the country are linked to transmit Castro’s explanation 
of talks held with U Thant. 

Wanguemert: “What can you tell us, Major Castro, about the visit to Havana 
of U Thant?” 

The Prime Minister Informs the People 

Dr. Castro : “Well, the talks with U Thant, Secretary General of the United 
Nations, were carried on for two days, and it appeared to me that the best way 
of informing the people about these questions was to make copies, transcripts, 
of those talks. 

“Therefore, we must remember the following: that, on the first day, we 
carried on talks which were general in nature where the position of our country 
was made plain ; and then, on the second day, he wished to make a series of 
suggestions of a confidential nature (or, raise a number of matters of a con- 
fidential nature) . , _ _ 

“Then what I said, and what I asked him, was if it would be awkward 
(inconvenient) that the shorthand draft of the talks on the first day, where 
all the line of the Cuban Revolutionary Government is fully expressed, about the 
reasons for his efforts for Cuba (on behalf of Cuba), if it would be inconvenient 
(he means embarrassing or awkward to U Thant) that this record be made a 
matter of public knowledge. . a 

“He agreed (that it would be all right) and we also promised him that, the 
points, the answers and questions of a confidential type which he wished to 
qualify as such, not for us, but for him, that we would not disclose them to 
the public for the time being. Nevertheless, we have here all the aspects of 

what was discussed. . „ , „ . , 

“Now then, I am going to read the shorthand version of the talks carried 
on in the Presidential Palace on October 30, 1962, at 3 :10 pm. I am going to read 
the names of the persons who took part in the talks.” 

General Rokhye Was Invited to Participate in the Interview 

(Castro then reads transcript.) . ... T 

“U Thant : ‘There is one point I want to bring up. In the discussion that I 
had in New York, with the representatives of the Soviet Union as with the 
representatives of the United States, General Rokhye was always present, and in 
my opinion his presence would be useful in this meeting with the Prime 
Minister.’ 
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Dr. Castro : ‘It is all right with us.’ (General Rokhye is called to participate 
in ‘‘U Thantf ‘First of all, fOT^KvitZtfra thnSteen Stended to 

S' ySSST of mission ’ but also for the invitatlon 

nr,‘SS SSEg-sij ;*;■ sxS^ttSS 

^o taltasnSng as^ay b^necessary pwe have ample 

time to attend to this.’ ” hnn problem was raised at the Security 

“U Thant: ‘As is well known, the Cuban pro wemw^ ^ neutraUst countries, 

Council last week, as meetmgs v. eie be S Ban dung and Belgrade Conferences, 
principally those that had eetfn^lnd they sent representatives 

They (the 45 neutral nations) held t e ^ e * tl ! alist country and participated 

to confer with me, since I also 'belong t t initiative, the initiative that 

L^coXhTeto 6 aTeacll soluTfonto this problem. On October 24, 1 decided 
to take this initiative. 

« ‘Call to the Three Powers 

“ ‘After hearing the declarations of tlm^^ powers, 

cil, I decided that the immediate I^ ^ KTOShchev to suspend the arms shipments 
And I made this call or“ Kennedy to voluntarily 

to Cuba, voluntarily for two or three wee , y0U r Excellency to volun- 

t0 £lTC “ “ owortun,tr 

al ?SSF.Wy“ S“r raioest. ». S«»ri.y Cornell suspended If m«U»W 

to give me the opportunity to carry °^ ^l^°^°^' sh i vs were nearing the quar- 
«■ -The following day, I learned and to Presi- 

antine zone. I sent a avoida direct confrontation so that I might have 

thff^ D d n a e ys y necessary to permit “ s Mng me^ovisifculm. 

KuCct of missile bases in 

Cuba. , _ TYin-ninn firmc; hptween Prime Minister Khru- 

‘“Since then . the, ' e i.' av ®j!® e h pi Gen p r i me Minister Khrushchev and me, be- 
schev and President Kennedy, betwee Excellency’s answer to 

public fowled*. «.ncc I. 

has already been published. 

The Two Parts to the Problem 

Wni haveto see itself involved in 

S °^Th°e r Tmmediate problem has SEAS? th'thl 

captains ofthelovfJt shfps so that they would keep their distance for the time 

being, from the quarantine zone. prepared to avoid a direct con- 

“ -President Kennedy answered that he was pi ^ ^importing armaments, and 
frontation with the S oviet ships if t y explicit terms that, at this time, 

Prime Minister Khrushchev has told Z If the tw0 powers are in agree- 

the Soviet ships are not transporting a < • Cuba, and for two or three 

*5Mar.^3 , KB‘ 1 srB*s 

„«■£&& ssr s sw- « — — ■ — 
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arrangement, by the United Nations that could assure them that during this 
period of two or three weeks no arms will enter Cuba. 

“ ‘The Soviet Government is not in agreement with this proposition. 

“ ‘New Solution Proposed by the Soviet Government 

“ ‘Yesterday, the Soviet Government proposed a new solution, and it is that 
the Soviet ships would permit an inspection by the Red Cross, a verification on 
the part of the Red Cross, of the fact that they are not carrying arms. This 
reply was communicated to the United States last night. 

“ ‘The Red Cross, with which we established contact by telephone yesterday, 
in Geneva, has answered that it agrees — in the name of world peace and inter- 
national cooperation — to take charge of this task, whether it be on the high seas 
or in the ports of debarcation, always provided that the Government of Cuba 
is in agreement with that proposal. 

“ ‘My attitude cannot be that of taking sides. I have no competence to associ- 
ate myself with any of the proposals. I have only told the Red Cross, the Soviet 
Union and the United States, that with due respect to the sovereignty of Cuba, I 
would ask this of the Red Cross, it being understood that all of this is subject 
to the consent of the Government of Cuba. 

« ‘This was told to the three parties and they were told it would be transmitted 
to the Cuban Government. . 

“ ‘The first point, therefore, your Excellency, that would aid greatly m my 
work, would be to know the attitude of the Cuban Government to the idea that 
the Red Cross verify the transport of arms on Soviet shiijs during the next two 

or three weeks? , . ... „ 

“ ‘The question is, what attitude will Cuba take on this proposition . 

“ ‘President Dorticos : ‘Your refer to the high seas or to Cuba ?’ 

“U Thant: ‘Of course, I have to put this proposition to the Red Cross with 
the knowledge of the Soviet and United States Governments. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment’s reply is that this is a matter which pertains to Cuban sovereignty. I 
have not had an answer from the North American government on this matter. 

“ ‘Does your Excellency wish to discuss this pint-by-point, or all together? 

“Dr. Castro : ‘I prefer that you continue to outline your proposals.’ 

“U Thant : ‘The United States has told me, and they have said so many times 
during the negotiations and during the Security Council meetings, that the thing 
that worries them are the launching sites more than the armaments. Their 
principal concern is with the missile launching platforms. 

“ ‘As is well known, last Sunday Prime Minister Khrushchev gave instruc- 
tions to the Soviet technicians so that they will dismantle the missile launching 
platforms and return the missiles to the Soviet Union. He also has said that 
he would ask the United Nations to send a team so they could verify whether this 
has actually been done. 

“ ‘Necessity for the Previous Consent of the Cuban Government 

“ ‘I answered the Soviet representative that before sending a team to verify 
this, the most important point was to obtain the necessary consent in advance 
from the Cuban Government, and that actions that would infringe on Cuban 
sovereignty could not be taken. I also told the Soviet representatives, as well as 
the Government of the United States, that I would come to Cuba to present his 
point of view to Prime Minister Castro and his colleagues. Of course, both the 
Soviet Government and the United States are in agreement that if the launching 
platforms are withdrawn, tensions are going to diminish. 

“ ‘What the United States is looking for, through me, is a temporary agreement 
before the end of the dismantling of the launching platforms. 

“ ‘With regard to the time that this will take, I have asked the Soviet repre- 
sentatives, and they undertook to ask Moscow, but so far this morning they have 
not received a reply. 

“ ‘What the United States is looking for is a temporary, civil, agreement with 
the United Nations, subject, of course, to the authorization and consent of the 

Cuban Government. . j , . , 

“ ‘No one knows, naturally, how much time this will take : one or fwo weeks, 

perhaps more. ^ ~ 

“ ‘The first proposal of the United States is, therefore, that if the Cuban Govern- 
ment will accept, that a team of representatives of the United Nations, com- 
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posed of persons whose personaliies are acceptable to ^nais^ance Mrpltine 
formed. The second proposal (of the U.S.) the Cuban , Russian, and 

of the United Nations, manned by pers . c 1 , ( apparently by the U.S. 

American Governments. TUe siiSgestion bj^b^ „ North AmnJCTn 


American Governments. The snffiestion 5" ‘'“Sian, and a North American 

““ ““ <d “' 

“n"£weS 1 £unit.n States that 

more proposal) which has not be pres system has been put into 

They have asked me to make this statement. United States and every- 

it imi. „ irvmftwfnnh thins?. as I nave loici «-p t-ivo 


xhey have asked me to make this statement. the TJnited sta tes and every- 

‘“The most important thing, as . made without the consent of the 

one else, is that these LF® ee J“®” fc a n Swer ed me that if this agreement can be 
Cuban Government. Thy c Cuban Government and the United Nations, 

reached, with the concurrence of the Cuban g Ual . ante e the territorial m- 

they not only will make these declarations suwa^ the Mo ckade. 
tegrity of Cuba) in the Security ^"^fhat^ile I was consulting with Prime 

.ChfocU would be suspended .or 48 boors, 

while my visit to the Republic of Cuba lasted. Security Council that this 

■“As you know, Tour Excellency 1 . said “ act , except in 

blockade has been an extremely unusu Council. This point of view 

times of war. That is what I told t ;he Se. cnnt w me t0 malte this 
is shared by the 45 countries '. m . Arab Republic AND Ghana 

*■* * 

^rs: srwrs Mffi — ; " 
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Excellency.’ '* 


diency.' 

“‘What Right Have They to Ask for an Inspection? 
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th^e'appro^ai* an^acMptance^o^ tte^Oub^n Govwnment^ n|fced of us , be - 
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aggression against anyb°dy , .all our .acts ^ the norms of internal Law. 
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Instead, we have been the country that it shall 
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“ ‘Furthermore, the United States nas nee a ‘ i a^ereslon against our coun- 
without. any right, committing ^ an a ^ th agreement of the Organize- 
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other hand, have not be redressed, and we cannot accept any imposition based 
on force. 

“The United States Means to Humiliate Cuba 

“ ‘As I understand it, this business of an inspection is just another attempt to 
humiliate our country. Therefore, we cannot accept it. # . . . + 

“ ‘This demand for inspection is intended to fortify their pretensions in violat- 
ing our right to act within our own frontiers with complete liberty to decide 
what we will or will not do within our own frontiers. And this point of view is 
not just a point of view put forward now, but a point of view we have alway 

and invariably maintained. _ , TT 

‘“In reply to the Joint Resolution of the Government of the United States 
(joint Congressional resolution), we said, textually : ^ en he ^ u f )te . s .^ 
threat to launch a direct armed attacks is absurd, if Cuba should fortify itself 
militarily up to some point which the United States takes the liberty of deter- 
mining. We haven’t the slightest intention of making explanations nor of con- 
sulting the Senate or the House of the United States about the arms we consider 
appropriate to acquire, and the measures to take to defend our country, how- 
ever we like. We have not been judged by (the U.S. Congress) nor do we have 
any thought of having any prerogative of sovereignty judged in favor of the C 011 - 

& “ ‘This point of view was ratified in the United Nations by the President of the 
Republic of Cuba, and, forthermore, in numerous public pronouncements made by 
me, in my capacity as Prime Minister of the Government. And this is the him 
position, the state policy, of the Cuban Government. ^ 

“ ‘All these steps taken to assure the security of the country, in response to 
systematic policies of hostility and aggression, have all been taken m accord with 
the principles of law, and we have not renounced our decision to defend these 
rights. 

“ ‘We Can Negotiate With All Sincerity and Honor 

“ ‘We can negotiate with all sincerity and with all honor. . We would not be 
honored by the people if we agreed to negotiate a sovereign right .of our country 
YVe are prepared to pay any price that may be necessary, and that is not a ineie 

phrase, but a belief deeply held in our people.’ rpw 

“U Thant: ‘I understand perfectly well the views of Your Excellences That 
is the reason I clearly told the United Nations and the others (quoting himself) : 
“Any action of the United Nations in the territory of Cuba can only be undertaken 
with the consent of the Government of Cuba.” I told them that m the name ^of 
peace, that all the world and all the people of the world so ardently desire, I told 
the 45 countries that I would agree to come to Cuba without any obligation with 

0I1 “ ‘Some press reports said last night and this morning, before I left on my trip, 
that I was coming to ararnge for 'the presence of the United Nations in Cuba. 
That is totally in error, for it would constitute an infringement on the sovei- 
eignty of the Republic of Cuba. 

“ ‘The Only Object Is To Find a Peaceful Solution 

“ ‘I have come here solely to present the points of view of the other side, 
.and to explore the possibilities of finding a peaceful solution. Also, the 45 coun- 
tries wlio asked me to come here well know what is legal and what is not But 
in the name of world peace, and only for a period of one or two weeks, perhaps 
three, they have asked me to try to find a possible solution. 

“ ‘Your excellency, my conscience is clear on this : The United Nations can only 
undertake action of this type when it has the consent of the government wit 1 
which it treats. This is not the first time that this has happened. In Laos, v hen 
a situation arose there which threatened world peace, the United ]Satl0 ^ s 
lished its presence in that territory only after obtaining the consent of the Gov- 
ernment of Laos. In 1956, in Egypt, in the United Arab Republic, there arose 
such a situation, and the United Nations established its presence in Eg^t— aud it 
is still there — with the consent of the Government of the LAR. In the same 
manner, in 1958, in Lebanon there arose another situation which menanced 
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world peace, and the United Nations only entered there once it had obtained 

the consent of the Government of Lebanon. i j . _ , , . , 

“ ‘This condition is absolutely necessary, and that is that m order to undertake 
action of this type, one must have the consent of the government of the state 
with which it treats.’ 

“Dr. Castro : ‘In the case of the Congo, also .... 

“U Thant— ‘and in the case of Somalia.’ . . 

“Dr. Castro: ‘In the case of the Congo, I understood that they asked the 

^U^ant- 11 ‘In the Congo the request was made by the Government of the 

“Dr. Castro: ‘In the Congo, the government that asked (for UN intervention) 
is now buried.’ 

“ ‘A Grand Concept of the Secretary General of the UNO 

“ ‘In the first place, our government has not the slightest doubt of your great, 
good, intentions and the disinterest and the honesty with which the . Secretary 
General of the United Nations is working; we have no doubt of your intentions, 
of your good faith, of your extraordinary interest in finding a solution to the 
problem ; we have a very high regard of your mission and your persons. This I 

“ T understand the interest which we all must have for peace, but the route to 
peace is not the route of sacrificing the rights of peoples, of the violation of the 
rights of the peoples, because this is precisely the route that leads to war. The 
route to peace is the route of guarantees of the rights of the peoples and the 
readiness of all people to resist in defense of these rights. 

“ ‘In all the cases mentioned by the Secretary General — Laos, Egypt, Lebanon, 
the Congo — in all these cases one does not see a series of aggressions against the 
rights of the peoples. Everything has arisen from the same source. 

“ ‘The road to World War II was the road which brought the annexation of 
Austria, the dissolution of Czechoslovakia, actions tolerated from German im- 
perialism, that led to that war. And we are very alert to these dangers, we know 
these roads the aggressors would like to tread. We can visualize the road that 
they wish to take, that the United States wishes to take with regard to us. 

“ ‘That is the reason it is really difficult to understand how we can speak of 
immediate solutions, independently of future solutions, when what is of most 
interest now wish not to pay just any old price for peace, but to guarantee peace 
in a definitive sense, so as to not pay every day the price of a transistory peace. 


“ ‘We Are Firmly Determined To Defend Our Eights 

“ ‘Therefore Cuba is not Austria, nor is it the southeast of Czechoslovakia, nor 
is it the Congo We are firmly determined to defend our rights in spite of all 
difficulties and all risks. And it is necessary that the Senor Secretary of the 
United Nations be acquainted with this determination of ours so that he can 
have success in his mission, or at least so that he can work perfectly informed 

of prevailing conditions.’ . . 

“U Thant: ‘I understand perfectly the sentiments and the points of view 

that your Excellency has expressed. 

“ ‘Regarding the matter of immediate solutions, and long-range solutions, I 
want to say that the Security Council has authorized me to look for the means 
to guarantee peace in this zone. 

« ‘Immediate and Long Eange Solutions Are Connected to Each 

Other 


“‘I understand that the immediate solutions and the long-range solutions 
are intimately connected with each other : and for those long-range solutions 
we must explore the possibilities in the light of the situation such as we now 
find it But this much the Security Council has authorized me to do. However, 
in practice it is very difficult to separate both things. I believe that if we find 
an immediate solution for this, it will lead us to a permanent solution, not only 
for the United Nations, but for all interested parties. 

“ ‘On citing Laos and the other cases where the United Nations has estab- 
lished its presence, I am in agreement with you. I must also tell you that the 
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United Nations in these places has managed to make aggression more distant, 
thus avoiding aggression from the outside. . „ , _ . , 

“ ‘Please consider this : The presence of the United Nations m Cuba for just 
two or three weeks, can also make more distant, or even eliminate the dangers 

appears to me that currently, as well as in the future, the presence of 
the United Nations in some countries will especially serve to hold off and fore- 

St ‘‘President Dorticos : ‘I want to say something here. I want to express my 
agreement with the statement of our Prime Minister with regard to our com- 
plete understanding of the high mission which, with grand nobility, the Senor 
Secretary General is carrying out. This mission has no other purpose, it 1 
quite clear, than that of guaranteeing peace in this critical situation. 

“ ‘The Danger of War Arises From Aggression From the United 

States 

“ ‘it appears there is one question yet to be defined. Where lies the danger 
of war? Hardly in the arms of one kind and another that Cuba possesses; 
or is it in the plans for aggression that the United States is preparing against 

^ U «‘We believe that aggression is the thing that can generate war. The arms 
that now exist in Cuba, whatever they might be, would never start aggression. 
Therefore, let us ask ourselves the following question : Why the inspection an 
the admission that the inspection is a necessary condition to guarantee peace. 
It would be sufficient to guarantee peace if the United States would agree, with 
all the necessary guarantees of the United Nations, not to 11 U u _re Cuba. 

“ ‘That is the reason we have said — and our Prime Minister had reiterated here 
in the most absolute clarity— that the questions of lon &;term solutions if that 
is what they can be called, are so intimately bound up with the immediate solu- 
tion of the crisis. The immediate solution of the crisis will arrive immediately 
once the United States offers guarantees against aggression against Cuba 
immediate minimum assurances that are contained m the declarations that .our 
Prime Minister made on October 28, and with which I am sure the Senor Secie- 

ta T? 'The ^resence^n^Cuba of the United Nations to carry on inspection— which 
the. Revolutionary Government will not permit for the reasons the Prime Minister 
has explained— would only provide at most a guarantee for two or three weeks 
of peace, and he (Castro) has justifiably labeled transitory. Immediately after- 
ward the danger of war would be renewed because the conditions that favor 
North American aggression against Cuba would remain unchanged. 

“ ‘The guarantees that we ask are the minimum necessaiy fiom the United 
States, and with them we could begin to solve the problem immediately. I 
would say, finally, that there are not, in order to obtain peace now, questions of 
short-term, or long-term. We believe that the five points contained in the state- 
ments of our Prime Minister are the ingredients that form part of the immediate 

discussions directed at keeping the peace. . _ 

“ ‘We understand that these five points are not to be put off until long-iange 
discussions are held, but that the circumstances demand that they form part of 
the immediate agenda, because in our judgment they represent the minimum 

conditions to guarantee peace. x 

‘“I repeat: there is no risk of peace (meaning war) from our arms. Peace 
is endangered from the aggressive conduct of the United States. And the dis- 
cussion and negotiations in turn of these five points is what will bring an end, 
immediately, to the dangers of war. That is our understanding. 

“ u Thant : ‘In the first place, I want to thank your Excellencies, Senoi Presi- 
dent and Senor Trime Minister, for the statements you have made about me and 
about the post which I occupy. I am totally in agreement with both of you 
that the discussions leading to a solution of the problem ought aiso to include 
discussions for a long-term agreement. But, insofar as the United Nations 
is concerned (U Thant appears to disassoicate himself from the UN consensus) 
I believe that the best solution-on this point I believe the 110 nations agree- 
is that through the Security Council of the United Nations we ought to piovide 
persons from the United Nations to come look, and to seek, the long-range 
solution If a long-range solution is found (meaning that proposed by the 
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Cubans) I believe it will be in the best interests of the whole world and of 
world peace, but this, I believe, would be difficult to obtain at Uus^inonumt. ^^ 
“Dr. Castro: ‘I understand that if this short-term solution that ^enor - 

tarv is talking about is not reached, then it will simply be because the United 
States does not want it, and will continue doggedly to demand inspection, as an 
act of humanniation directed against Cuba Because, in dirking themsel .yes 
to the objective of unilateral security, they should have been satisfied with the 
decision of the Soviet Government to withdraw its strategic missiles that it . 
brought for the defense of the Republic of Cuba. 

“ ‘Ik Order To Impose Conditions They Would Have To Destroy 

and Overthrow Us 

“ ‘The Cuban Government has not placed any obstacles in the way of the -with- 
drawal of these arms. And the decision of the Soviet Government cariies with 
it implicitly, a decision of a public type, and the mere fact of having adopted 
this decision before the world at large, has had repercussions m world opinion 
(meanlng^apparently, favorable public response). The United States knows 
that thi^ 'decision was genuinely made by the Soviet Union and that, in fac , e 
strategic amis are being withdrawn. If what the United States wants to do is 

to humiliate our country, it will not succeed. _ „ . , . 

“ ‘We have not vacillated a single moment in the decision to defend our rights. 
We cannot accept the imposition that can only be made upon a conquered cou 
trv We have not backed away from our decision to defend ourselves, and to 
such a^ extent that conditions can never be imposed on us, then they woiild have 
to destroy us and overthrow us ; and in that case, they would find no one left on 

whom to impose humiliating conditions.’ TT -w, ^hate<? the 

“TT Thant* ‘Regarding the subject of the declaration of the United btates, tie 
TTniVed States haf said it would make a public statement of its intentions of non- 
Session , anS of Respect for the territorial integrity of Cuba, once the missiles 

have been dismantled and withdrawn. . T pm rnm-nletelv in 

“ ‘To my way of thinking, then, there is no disagreement. I am completely 1 
np-rppment with the Senor Prime Minister that the proposed action of the United 

^-Notis It my intention to carry out any imposition (on Cuba). My duty is 

sssssss 

leave. Meanwhile, I will think over the statements made by you. 

“ ‘We Have More Confidence in Our Own Decision Than in the 
Words of the United States 

“T>,. n«tro • ‘To finish up (to summarize) we want to reply to the question of 
. ‘ 1 ’ Ktt T?pri We are equally opposed to this inspection of our 

inspection y Soviet Union has authorized inspection of its ships 

^hfgh sefs, why^ £SSl « be necessary to come back and inspect our 

P °“ t ‘In the second place, I now see how the Secretary General is centering his 
efforts on getting the United States to make a public declaration before the 

**» «»* suw to 
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mitments made before the United Nations by the Soviet Union to withdraw the 
strategic arms that it sent for the defense of Cuba, which would be two commit- 
ments equally public, and that if the one of these does not need any additional 
guarantee, why does the commitment of the Soviet Union to retire its strategic 
arms require the additional guarantee of inspecting us?’ 

“U Thant : ‘Thank you very much, your Excellencey.’ ” 

The above ends the transcript of the first meeting. Castro then made several 
comments, among them : “We have no renounced the right of possessing the types 
of arms that we may find desirable, and we have not renounced this right.” He 
says : “We are absolutely in the right. Above all, as it is clear from the expla- 
nation given us by the Secretary General of the United Nations, nothing less is 
intended than to humiliate us.” 







APPENDIX II 


[From National Review, Feb. 1967, p. 130] 

CAN CASTRO START A NEW VIETNAM? 

(By Paul D. Bethel) 

he’s trying to. and he may pull it off if the state department 
doesn’t wake up to what’s going on. the time to stop it, says 

MR. BETHEL, IS NOW 

Bureaucracy often has about it a frozen character that renders it unresponsive 
to change and incapable of meeting new challenges. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the State Department’s attitude toward Cuba and the rest of 
Latin America. When a Washington reporter asks about U.S. policy in this area, 
he is given a speech delivered back in April 1964 by then Under Secretary of 
State George W. Ball, a speech dusted off and issued in pamphlet form. Ball’s 
discourse, done up in a bright red, 22-page package, U.S. Policy Toxvard CuJ)a, 
does not of course deal with developments in Cuba and the balance of Latin 
America over the past two-and-one-half years, nor has any attempt been made 
to update it. Yet, it stands as the definitive word on U.S. policy. 

The existence of a Soviet base in Cuba is not, in the judgment of the State De- 
partment, a military threat to the United States. More surprising still, the 
State Department insists that Cuba is not a direct military threat to the other 
countries of Latin America. As the Ball pamphlet states: “Cuba does not 
possess air- and sea-lift suflicient to permit it to take offensive action against 
its neighbors.” In almost ho-hum fashion, the paper adds: “In any event, we 
maintain overwhelming military forces in the area to prevent Cuba from attack- 
ing other American Republics.” 

Other passages in the pamphlet reveal the philosophy behind U.S. policy to- 
ward Cuba and Latin America. Admitting that Cuba does present a problem of 
subversion, the pamphlet reads : “Vulnerability is greatest where social injustice 
is widely prevalent, where anachronistic societies remain dominated by small 
elites — tight little oligarchies that control the bulk of the productive wealth.” 
The enemy, to the State Department, it would seem, is not a predatory Cuba, but 
Latin American governments which fail to provide for their own people. 

The social worker mentality now directing our policies in Latin America is 
further revealed by other passages in the State Department document: “In the 
long run, Latin America will be rendered immune to Communist infection only 
by an amelioration of conditions — political, economic, and social, in which sub- 
version flourishes . . . until such a transformation is accomplished, Latin Amer- 
ica will remain a fertile seedbed for Communist subversion.” 

The shocking truth is that U.S. policy is based on a proposition that is not 
believed by sophisticated Marxists anywhere in the world — namely that poor 
economic conditions are a precondition to Communist advances. One would 
have thought that this idea had been laid to rest when, on July 26th, 1966, no 
less an authority than Fidel Castro, in recalling Cuba’s excellent economic con- 
ditions at the time he came to power, said : “Well, if this concept [poor economic 
conditions] had been applied to this nation, a revolution never would have 
taken place. Never !” 


Tricontinental Subversion 

However that may be, there is not much question that Russian-Cuban sub- 
version is proceeding at a jet-propelled pace. The Tricontinental Conference, 
held in Havana last January under Russian sponsorship, brought together some 
600 Communist delegates and observers from 82 countries in Asia, Africa, and 
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Latin America. When the delegates decamped after two solid weeks of propa- 
ganda and planning, they left in their wake an efficient organization to expand 

Vietnam-type wars into a global war of subversion. 

Of the several organizations to come out of the Trlc . on ^.^ n J^ A ^ n / er ^f’ 
the most vigorous is the Latin American Solidarity Organization (LASO). This 
is not surprising, since Fidel Castro and his Russian masters have been at the 
business of subverting the Latin America for years. Thus, when the Com- 
munist delegates convened in Havana last January, Cuba was able to show 
them a welLdeveloped apparatus of subversion, backed by 43 guerrilla training 
canms already active and successful. That apparatus has since been refined 
and fashioned into a deadly instrument by which terrorism and subversion have 

advanced in this hemisphere at a terrifying rate. . 

One of the latest additions to LASO is the Latin American Continental Stu 
dents 6 Organization (OCLAE). To date the Cubans have been able to corral 
student groups in seven Latin America countries— the Federation of University 
Centers Tn Venezuela, the Dominican Students Federation, the General Associa- 
tion of Students of Guadalupe, the Panamanian Students Federation, the Pro- 
Independence Student Federation of Puerto Rico, the University Students ^it- 
eration of Uruguay, and the National University Federation of Colombia. All 
receive money arms, and direction through LASO in Havana. Cuba also trains 
student militants at its Revoluntary Education School m San Francisco de 

^The ^ole of^th^OCLAE was outlined in Plavana last July. There, Cuban 
Minister of Education Jos<§ Llanusa told his Communist charges that Latin 
American students would be in the vanguard of the revolution, adding that 
they would “smash the showrooms of Latin America and put revolutionary 
tney woui „ a ncoess i n Latin America must assuredly will be 

followed by similar student uprising in Asia and Africa, and even in the United 

St To e dav LASO, and its student arm, OCLAE, is so effective as to constitute 
the most potent weapon in the Communist arsenal. It has rocked governments 
from Buenos Aires to Bogota through blackmail, agitation and assault. The 
Dominican Students Federation demonstrated its power by forcing the expulsion 
S T™ Xfeswrr taking control of the faculty, and turning the University of 
Santo DoSS into an Lined Communist camp. Relatively quiet since Joaquin 
Ralatmer swamped Juan Bosch in the elections for President last June 1, the 
Dominican Republic is again threatened by civil war. President Balaguer said 
on December 6 that Communist propaganda is pouring into the country, somi 
from Russia and other countries behind the Iron Curtain. He added that Com- 
munists and extreme leftists have been visiting the ‘constitutionalists [those 
who headed therevolt in April 1965], asking them to take over their old posts 
in the city” for a renewal of urban violence to force Balaguer out of office. The 
lllocitLimi is further exacerbated by broadcasts from Havana urging the 
Communists and “constitutionalists” again to join forces and “defeat the servants 

0f In n c e oiomb^‘ ’’urban terrorism and guerrilla assaults in the rural areas have 
forced President Carlos Lleras Bestrepo to make three impassioned addresses 
tn Pie nation since taking office in August. Pointing out that terrorism s 
“nlanned precisely to cause trouble and maintain an atmosphere of uneasiness 
throughout thf country,” President Lleras revealed that “the stepping up of 
guerrflTa warfare is called for openly through the microphones of Castroite radio 
ft oH mis ” Referring to Cuba and indirectly addressing himself to M astaington, 
lie' said • “It is a fact that a foreign country is intervening in Colombia s internal 
affairs touching off guerrilla wars.” He added: “Agitators are promoting stu- 
dent strikes— professional agitators— turning those strikes into pretexts and 
tools of violence . . . they attempt to pass off kidnapmgs, the stoning of shops, the 
burning of cars, as mere innocent acts of students which they claim cannot be 
classified as crimes.” They are crimes, in the opinion of the President of Colom 
SSdtoSd their^ dimensions : “Duringtheflrsttwodays of the Anti- 
on nia University strike, the damage amounted to o00,000 pesos. 

Last Octoto? President Lleras and John D. Rockefeller were set upon by 
trained student agitators as they entered the University of Bogota to inaugurate 
tlie Veterinary Science Laboratory. (Much of the funds which made the con- 
struction of the laboratory possible came from the Rockefeller Foundation.) 
Other acts of violence involving student militants caused Colombia s President 
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to cry out to the nation : “Are we to permit rebellion to be openly advocated ; are 
we to permit troops to be killed in ambush?” He spoke of Communist assaults 
against interior towns and villages in these terms : “I visited a military hospital 
where fourteen dead and wounded peasants, serving their compulsory military 
service, were taken, following ambush. They were even younger than university 
students who, by reason of attending the university, are exempt from military 
service.” 

President Lleras reminded his listeners that the Communist terrorists can 
destroy faster than a free society can build. He said : “The country wants or- 
der, work, and progress, the constructive implementation of the national trans- 
formation programs . . . we need foreign investments . . . but it is precisely be- 
cause of this that extremists, directed from abroad, are bent on destruction.” 
Cuban-exported terrorism has caused a precipitate flight of capital from Colom- 
bia, forcing the government to apply restrictions against the transfer of money 
out of the country. 

In the very midst of President Lleras’s denunciations of Cuban subversion, U.S. 
Ambassador to Colombia Reynold E. Carlson permitted himself a political ob- 
servation which is quite in keeping with stated U.S. policy regarding Cuba. An 
interview published in the newspaper El Espectador quoted him as saying that 
present relations between Cuba and the United States “are now based on the in- 
terchange of weather reports on hurricanes.” He added, however, that “those 
relations can improve. It is a matter of patience.” The newspaper El Siplo 
quoted Ambassador Carlson on Cuba as follows : “To consider Cuba as ‘a danger 
to democracy’ is now ‘slightly archaic.’ The position of the two countries is now 
changing little by little.” 

Guatemala has raised warning flags over that guerrilla-infested country. 
When liberal Cesar Mendez Montenegro was installed as President last July, 
he immediately declared an amnesty for Guatemalan guerrillas. By November, 
however, he was forced to declare martial law for a thirty-day period and 
obliged to extend it another thirty days when the guerrillas struck at mountain 
villages and in Guatemala City in mounting waves of terrorism. The climate 
of “unrest and uneasiness” which the Colombian President says the guerrillas 
are trying to create in his country has already been achieved in Guatemala, ac- 
cording to Guatemala’s Vice President. Vice President Clemente Marroquin 
wrote in his newspaper, La Hora , on November 2 : “It looks as though Guate- 
mala will be the next American nation to fall to Marxism. At the rate things 
are going,” he continued, “everything points to this eventuality. . . . Hay after 
day the Communists advance on two fronts : victorious armed attacks by the 
guerrillas, and greatly increased harangues by agitators. But over and above 
these two alarming facts there is even a more serious situation, and that is the 
panic which is taking hold of the people.” 

Vice President Marroquin wrote his article of warning as 21 clashes erupted 
between the police and army units and guerrilla bands. Student militants were 
involved in all but three. In the innocent guise of students, Communist youths 
have been particularly successful in gaining entrance to government offices and 
public buildings. A four-man group seized control of the Nuevo Mundo radio 
station in Guatemala City long enough to broadcast messages on behalf of the 
Castroite Armed Rebel Force (FAR), headed by guerrilla chieftain Cesar 
Montes. Marroquin wrote of such activities : “The guerrillas can act night or 
day without the slightest fear of persecution. . . . The fall of Guatemala could 
take place in a few hours or even minutes. Once the capital is in a state of 
panic, everything will inevitably deteriorate into a government composed of 
‘students, peasants, and laborers.’ ... We have the guerrillas under the same 
roof, in our own house, at the same table, and it is only necessary for them to 
say, Now ! and chaos will ensue.” 

Another Central American country, Costa Rica, is clearly alarmed at the in- 
creasing threat to Batin America posed by a Russian-propelled Cuba, and is 
disposed to do something about it. Calling the Russian-sponsored Tricontinen- 
tal Conference in Havana “an act of war against the democratic institutions, 
the traditions, and the security and liberty of our peoples,” on November 1, the 
Costa Rican legislature unanimously passed a resolution which reads, in part: 
“One: To denounce the so-called First Tricontinental Conference as an act 

of war; Two : To express our total solidarity with the Cuban people in their 

revolutionary struggle against the Communist dictatorship and recognize their 
right, within the island and in exile to fight freely for the restoration of their 
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self-determination and tlieir democracy; Three : To communicate this resolution 
to the Honorable President of the Republic for the official action which in his 
opinion is needed to carry out points One and Two : Four : To call upon the 
legislatures of the Free World, and especially those in Latin America, to pass 
resolutions similar to this and to adopt means which will preserve and develop 
the democratic systems of government.” 

According to reliable sources in Costa Rica, the U.S. Embassy tried to stop 
the resolution from being passed. Having failed, those same sources state, the 
Embassy now is bringing pressures to bear against President Jos6 Joaquin 
Trejos to discourage him from responding to the resolution — by, for example, 
providing military bases from which Cuban exiles could operate against Castro. 
Should Trejos resist U.S. pressures, these informants say, U.S. aid to that coun- 
try would be drastically reduced. 

Venezuela, one of the countries that has been attempting to modernize its 
military forces, has been under almost constant guerrilla assault from Cuba 
for a period of more than five years. Venezuelan guerrilla leaders Elias Manuit. 
Camero, Alirio Chirinos, Alberto P6rez, and Gaspar Rojo, manage to travel to 
Havana and sneak back into Venezuela undetected with the ease of commuters. 
On November 5, Camero broadcast over Radio Havana what amounted to a 
declaration of guerrilla war against his own country. Three army patrols were 
ambushed in one night by guerrilla forces, and reports from the countryside 
told of momentary guerrilla control of eight interior towns and villages. One 
group of thirty guerrillas, dressed in the khaki uniforms and the green-and-red 
berets of the Castro-directed Armed Forces of National Liberation, seized the 
town of Sabana Grande, robbed its stores of food and clothing and made off 
safely. At Campo Alegre, guerrillas forced the owner of a large ranch to flee 
for his life to a nearby city. His flight followed a skirmish between army units 
and large guerrilla forces in which the latter, led by Cuban officers, bested the 
Venezuelan regulars. In a low-key announcement, Army headquarters in 
Caracas revealed that heavy fighting was in progress in many of the states. 
Army planes and helicopters were thrown into a major anti-guerrilla campaign 
in mountainous Lara State. Similar campaigns are being carried out in varying 
degrees of intensity, at enormous expense to the government, in the states of 
Falcdn, Merida, Trujillo, Portuguesa, Monagas, Anzoatetgui, and Barinas. The 
tactics now being used by the government — use of helicopters, bombing and 
strafing — are almost direct copies of those employed by the United States in 
Vietnam. This is so because the structure and tactics of the Latin American 
guerrilla forces trained in Cuba are copied from the Vietcong and indeed taught 
by Vietcong instructors who staff many of Cuba’s guerrilla training camps. 

Favorite targets of the Venezuelan guerrillas are pipelines through which 
Venezuelan oil flows to market, and American-owned factories and stores which 
contribute to Venezuela’s high living standard. At the end of November, urban 
terrorists in Caracas turned that capital city into a shambles. Six attacks were 
launched within a period of 24 hours, leaving destruction in their wake. A Sears 
Roebuck store was hit by fire bombs that destroyed most of its merchandise, and 
burned through its three stories. A United States Commerce Department trade 
fair was machine-gunned, and a U.S.-owned supermarket suffered, two attacks 
by terrorists within a week’s time. An elementary school for American children 
was also machine-gunned by terrorists. 

Venezuelan President Raul Leoni and his ruling Democratic Action Party 
are under fire because of the worsening situation. The President and his cabinet 
ministers have consistently sought to play down the seriousness of Venezuela’s 
internal disorders, it is thought, so as not to add to the already considerable 
flight of foreign capital out of Venezuela into Swiss and other foreign banks. 
However, Defense Minister General Ramon Florencio G6mez was candid enough 
to blame the fresh outbreak on an amnesty recently extended to 81 guerrilla 
gangsters by President Leoni. The amazing strength shown by urban and rural 
guerrilla bands has raised doubts about the civilian government’s ability to deal 
with the Communists, and rumors of a military coup are making the rounds in 
Caracas. 

Arsenal Uncovered 

On December 13, Leoni was forced to declare a state of martial law. 1-Ie made 
his decision as the result of the assassination of Army Major Francisco Astudillo 
Suftrez and the wounding of General Roberto Morean Soto by Communist ter- 
rorists on the streets of Caracas. Believing that the Cuban-supported OCLAE 




I^v'^ 


COMMUNIST THREAT TO U.S. THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN 1165 


was behind the assassination attempts, President Leoni sent troops into the 
University of Caracas where, on December 14, they uncovered an arsenal of 
weapons, including nineteen light machine guns, vast amounts of hand grenades, 
and an unspecified amount of small arms and ammunition. As a result of Cuban- 
exported terrorism,, the administration of President Leoni has called on the Or- 
ganization of American States to do something about the “subversive machinery 
installed in Cuba, well-financed by outside powers,” and demanded “a sincere and 
honest examination of the policy followed by the OAS in the Cuban case. . . 
Venezuelan Interior Minister Reinaldo Leandro Mora was more specific. He 
said: “We have specific evidence that the acts of subversion spring directly 
from the Tricontinental Solidarity Conference held the beginning of this year 
in Havana.” 

Latin Reaction 


Impatience among Latin American countries with our State Department has 
risen to unusual heights over the past year. They are unhappy over statements 
which purport to see nothing of consequences in the Havana-based Tricontinen- 
tal organization other than those expressed in such phrases as, “It has had the 
positive results of awakening Latin America to the dangers of internal subver- 
sion.” As one Latin American diplomat coldly observed : “We have been alert 
to the danger far beyond the State Department’s willingness to cope with it.” 

What particularly alarms Latin American governments is the conscious and 
conspicuous Hussion leadership in the subversion of the hemisphere assumed at 
the Tricontinental Conference. They are disturbed that the United States did not 
then challenge open Soviet military intrusion in Latin America. 

Latin American apprehensions have found little echo in the United States 
press, and the American public has been left largely uninformed of the meaning 
of the Tricontinental organization in Havana and of the devastation it has been 
wreaking in Latin American over the past year. The liberal press in this coun- 
try finds in the Havana Conference little of significance beyond the confident 
(and unrealized) predictions that it will merely widen the Sino-Soviet split in 
the quest for Communist leadership in Latin America. The fact is, however, 
that Red China and Russia are seated cheek-by-jowl on the Conference’s central 
strategy and policy committee in Havana— the Committee of Assistance and Aid 
for Peoples Fighting for their Liberation. 

Newspaper editorials in Latin America express a widespread belief that the 
United States is playing fast and loose with the security of Latin America in 
exchange for an ephemeral accommodation with Russia. There is considerably 
more to this belief than mere conjecture. The State Department has kept mum 
on the subject of Russian intervention, even in the face of the OAS study which 
bluntly states that “the action of Russo-Chinese Communism at Havana shows 
the imminence of one of the most serious dangers for the hemisphere.” The Rus- 
sian ambassador to Havana, Alexander Alekseyev, impudently asserted that the 
Russians would continue to support liberation movements. Sovet Russia, he 
said, believes in the “firm solidarity of all the revolutionary liberation forces of 
the worid. ...” In broadcasts in the Quechua dialect (the native tongue of 
rQ1 ^ 1 ? ns Indians in Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador), Radio Moscow continues to 
call for uprisings. Latin Americans are fully aware of the facts of the Russian 
intrusion into the hemisphere. For, in another Quechua Indian broadcast that 
?,^ ana Tricontinental Conference, Radio xWoscow boasted that 
10,000 students from Asia, Africa, and Latin America were attending classes in 
i , 2 V ? 1 ^ 10nary u tactl ? s T at . Moscow ’s Lumumba University. The broadcast said 
that the number of Latin Americans at Lumumba Universitv is being greatlv 
increased, since “the dawn of freedom in Latin America is now. in its initial 
stages. Radio Moscow also said of those students that “they will fight along- 
freedom ?? easan ^ s an ^ ^ nim ^ e people to ensure that their countries have genuine 


U.S. Press Delinquent 


Blasts recently issued in the United Nations by Ambassadors Jose Sette 
Camara of Brazil Victor Andres Belaunde of Peru, and Evaristo Rourdis of 
Colombia, against Russia and members of the Soviet bloc for their aggressions 
in the Western Hemisphere, received little attention in the American press Nor 
was there the open and vigorous support from the United States which’ these 
denunciations obviously merit. A bill of particulars submitted by Sourdis, and 
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by Ambassador Hector Escobar Serrano of El Salvador, blistered Russian- 
Cuban subversion, named names, and called on tbe UN to do something about 
it. But tlieir warnings also went largely unnoticed. 

The frozen attitude of the Department of State, and the failure of the 
American press adequately to report on the alarming situation in Latin America, 
was dramatically brought to light recently. In November, Panama's Dr. 
Eduardo Ritter, unanimously elected chairman of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, inaugurated his one-year tenure with a speech in winch 
he criticized the U.S. press and U.S. policymakers in unusually blunt language. 
He said that not only is the OAS the target of “the constant aggression ot its 
enemies,” but “of strong and dangerous aggression of silence by those who 
should be its best allies.” Dr. Ritter continued : “The objectives of American 
action should be the cessation of the purges and forced labor in Cuba, the gagging 
and persecution, the abuse and insult.” He blistered the U.S. press, saying that 
the activities of Latin American countries in seeking collective action against 
Russian-Cuban subversion “barely achieve an occasional line among the mcon- 

Official Washington must share considerable blame for Dr. Ritter s charges 
against the American press. The State Department has done nothing to arouse 
press interest in the deteriorating situation in Latin A Jj ^ f 
Russian-Cuban subversion. For example, when Dr. Ritter finished his b i t 
address, the U.S. Ambassador to the OAS, Sol Linowitz, rose and delivered his 
own maiden speech. Its most notable passages contained an echo of Senator 
Robert Kennedy’s outburst against the sale of arms to Latin America. In wliat 
must rank as the most colossal irrelevancy in the history of the OAS, Linowit 
complained about “unnecessary” military expenditures The State DePartme 
it would seem, is still riveted to its social worker couise. That is why, it may 
be surmised the State Department has remained silent on the subject of massive 
subversion of our neighbors while at the same time furiously denouncing t e 
nompedatory governments of South Africa and Rhodesia for their racial^ 

The lines have been clearly drawn. Either we must take measures adequate 
to the task of eradicating the Soviet base in the Caribbean or 
other Vietnam in the towering Andes and the jungle heartland of Latin America, 
one that will make the present conflict in Asia seem insignificant by companso . 
In an interview published in the January 5 issue of Castro’s Granma newspaper, 
Nguyen Van Due, head of the Vietcong mission in Ha 7™.’.?? dres ®^ r !; h ® 
geoiiing “wars of national liberation” in these terms . 1 in a Yankees 

of timet there will not be just one Vietnam, but many Vietnams and the Yankees 
■nriii nnt- bo- nhlo to handle so many attacks at the same time. ine nicuauui 

newspaper, El Universo, scored the Cuban policy of the J P hus ° n A d “!wMie t the 
consequence of an unworkable detente with Russia, saying. 
“u“l.nTS“t° agreements with the United States, they are not a* 
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now in Havana, where a preparatory committee of the Latin American Solidar- 
itv Organization is in session, preparing an agenda for the meeting of j ‘ 

July One purpose of the preparatory meeting, as outlined in Castro s news- 
naner Granma is to prepare for “common action against the ideological, politi- 
ca^anc? economic penetration of imperialism in Latin America”-a Communist 
program of systematic destruction. The other purpose is to a f 

formation from delegates, make plans on the basis of the needs of each ‘ countey, 
and make recommendations to the Central Committee — in short, to study tne 
successes and failures of last year’s enormously eventful guerrilla campaigns 
and make adjustments which will make them even more potent m the future, 
Thus, when .Tuly 1067 arrives, hundreds of Communist delegates from La t n 
America will again make their way to Havana, under the very nose of the U.S., 
there to plot the next phase of the Vietnam wars m this hemisphere. 

On September 13, 1962, the late President Kennedy stated . If Cuba should 
ever attempt to export its aggressive purposes by force or the threat of for e 
against any nation in this hemisphere, or become an offensive military base of 
significant capacity for the Soviet Union, then this country will do whatever 
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must be done to protect its own security and that of its allies.” There can be 
little question that that time has come. A new Communist International, 
headed by Russia and Red China, has been spawned right off the coast of Flor- 
ida, and it is waging war against the United States. The global implications 
of this simple fact are enormous, and require considerably more than the words, 
only now being uttered by U.S. representatives to the United Nations, to deal 
with the threat. And why the United States backed the move in the OAS 
which placed the issue of Cuban subversion before the United Nations where, in 
any showdown in the Security Council it would be subject to the Russian veto, 
awaits a satisfactory explanation. The evidence suggests that the matter is 
much too serious to be resolved by our diplomats in Foggy Bottom. It should 
be placed in the hands of our very best military planners. 
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